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THE 



LIFE OF DANIEL 

CHAPTER 1. 

1 1 7 *story of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel. 

We cannot well understand the history of Da- 
niel without some knowledge of the Israelites, who 
were feis countrymen. I shall, therefore, begin by 
giving a short account of the Hebrew 7 nation, 
from the death of king David till the destruction 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. 

Solomon, the «on of David* reigned forty years 
ovter the extensive' country which had been left 
him by his father. All the nations around, from 
PI oenicia to^Egjpt and the Red Sea, and froyu 
the Mediterranean to the Euphrates, had been con- 
tyured by^hib^ father David, and paid tribute*^ 
the^Hebrews. S^dmon was the most powerful 
monarch in the western part 1 Asia. The fame 
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of his wisdom and learning was so great, that the 
queen of Sheba came from a distant land, proba- 
bly the southern part of Arabia, to see him, and 

f 

to be instructed by him* He built a temple on 
Mount Moriah, at Jerusalem, where the ark was 
placed and sacrifices were offered* Three times 

t 

a year the Hebrews, from every part of Israel, 

c 

came up to this temple to worship God* The 
government was well administered ; an army 
was in constant readiness to defend the country ; 
anti the trade, which was carried on by way of 
the Red Sea to India, greatly increased the wealth 
of the king.jand people. Splendid palaces were 
erected on Mount Zion, and several strong and 

beautiful cities were built by Solomon. One of 
% 1 i 1 
these, called Tadmor by the Hebrews, and Palmy- 
ra by the Greeks, was situated in the eastern part 
of Syria. This ^city was afterwards much cele- 
brated, qnd its ruins are now to ^e seen, in the 
midst of a desert of sand. The kingdom of Israel 
was at this time inr its highest state of prosperity, 

f « 

and had Solomon continued to govern it accotd- 
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ing to the laws of God, this prosperity would have 
been continued and increased. But Solomon fol- 
lowed the example of other eastern kings, and 
married many wives from thg> heathen countries 
around. To please these women, who were idola- 
ters, Solomon built temples for their idols, and 
permitted them to offer sacrifices ; thus tempting 
his people to idolatry. God told him that he 

would punish him for this great sin, by taking 
« 

part of his kingdom away from his son. This 
threat w&s fulfilled immediately after the death of 
Solomon. 

Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, provoked the 
people so much by his foolish and tyrannical con- 
duct, that ail the Israelites* except the tribes of 
Judah and Benjafnin, separated themselves from 
him, and chose Jeroboam, who had been a servant 
to Solomon, for their king ; this was the origin oi 
the kingdom of Israel. The two kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel w r ere never again united, 

’According to the promise of God, the kingdom 
of Judah was governed by the descendants of Da. 
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vid, till its final conquest by the Babylonians. 
Some of these were wicked men, who introduced 
idolatry by building altars in the groves, and set- 
ting up the images of false gods. Others were 

% 

good men and good kings, who governed accord- 
ing to the law given to Moses, breaking down the 
altars and ttfe idols, and bringing back the peo- 
ple to the worship of the true God. 

The kings of Israel were wicked men, Jero- 
boam was unwilling to have the people go up to 
the temple *at Jerusalem. He feared they would 
become interested in the service of the temple, 
and in the king, and priests, and people of Judah ; 
and thus choose again to unite themselves to that 
kingdom, and be governed by fhc descendants of 
David. He set’ up two golden calves, therefore, one 
at Bethel in the southern part of his kingdom, and 
another at Dan in the northern part. He com- 

t 

mHiidcu the three yearly festivals should be 

celebrated before these idols. This he did in imi- 

• 

tation \>f the idolatry/>f the Egyptians, who wor- 
shipped animals. Jevoboatn lived at Shechemj 
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which was, at that time, the capital city of the 
kingdom of Israel. 

The kings who reigned after Jeroboam intro- 
duced other idols, and the people forgot the law 
of Jehovah, and worshipped gods of wood and 
stone. During this period many prophets lived 
both in Judah and Israel, who were directed by 
God to inform the people of his displeasure against 

their idolatry, and to predict heavy national judg- 
« 

ments if they'did not repent. God showed his an- 
ger against the people of Israel for their sins, 
sometimes by sending famines and wars, and some- 
times by permitting political disturbances to pre- 
vail. Several of their kings were murdered by am- 
bitious men, who wished to occupy their places, and 
in 4 this way the succession was often changed. 
The crown remained in Jeroboam’s family but a 
short time. Nadab, his son, was killed in the se~ 

4 

tiSW yce^r of bis reign by Baasha, who instantly 
seized upon the government. 

Fbrty-$uc years after the separation of the two 

( * 

kingdoms, Oturi, king of Israel, built the city' of 
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Samaria, and mrfde it the capital of Ills domi- 
nions. 

Nearly six hundred miles east and north-east 
of Palestine, wfcre two powerful kingdoms. The 
more northerly kingdom was called Assyria, and 
was governed at that time by Tiglath Pileser, or, 
as he is called in some histories, Arbaces. The 
southern kingdom was named Babylonia, and was 

then^ governed by Belesis, called by some writers 

« 

Baladin, and by others Nabonassar. 

At length the people of Israel and Judah had 
become so idolatrous and sinful, that God deter- 
mined to punish them, but especially the Israel- 
ites, who had most deserved it. And the way *t 
was done was this. Pekah, icing of Israel, united 

4 ; • « 

himself to Rezin, king of Syria, and made war 
against Ahaz;, king of Judah. They came with a 
great army to t^ke Jerusalem, intending to kill 
Ahaz, affd make another person king. Ahaz was 
a bad man, but for the sake of his ancestor David, 

4 

God determined that he should, being thus for 

* t 

the present divinely warned, continue still for a 
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while to reign over Judah. The two kings failed 
in their attack upon Jerusalem, and were obliged 
to return home. But Ahaz became more and 

r 

i 

more idolatrous, and even sacrificed his own chil- 
dren to Moloch. The anger of God was kindled 
against him, .and he again permitted the king of 
Israel and the king of Syria to come with a great 

army and attack Judah* Ahaz was defeated and 

« 

his army destroyed, one hundred and twenty thou- 

t 

sand of his subjects being left dead upon the field 

of battle. Instead of humbling himself before 

God, and asking aid of him, Ahaz determined to 

seek help of the king of AsSyria. He wickedly 

« 

robbed the temple o\' the silver and gold that were 
in it, and sent it to Tiglath Pileser, requesting 

him to come to hift assistance. The king of Assyria 

^ V < 

immediately collected a large army, and marched 

westward ; not for the sake of helping Ahaz, but 

t * 

that he might add the kingdoms "of Israel and 
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Syria to his own dominions. He first conquered 
the Syrians, and took Damascus, their principal 
city. He then marched against Israel, and sub- 
dued all that part of fhe kingdom which lay east 
of the Jordan, and all the northern part of that 
country which was afterwards called Galilee. He 
then went to Jerusalem and obtained more money 
frotn’Ahaz, but still gave him no help. He seized 
upon Elath and Eziongeber, where the kings of 
Judah had carried on their trade to India, and 
thus excluded them for ever from the ports on the 
Red Sea. 

When Tiglath Pileser returned to Assyria, he 
carried with him a multitude of captives, both 
from Syria and the land of Israel. He placed them 
in Afferent parts ofJVIedia, which was then under 
the ’Assyrian government. After this, the kings of 
Israel governed but a small territory, and paid 

4 

tribute to the kings of Assyria. But at last one of 

4 « 

them refusing to pay the tribute, Salinaneser, the 
sou tfnd successor of Tiglath Pileser, came and 
Conquered tjie remainder of the country, and bf - 
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sieged Samaria the capital. He took the city* and 
carried the people away , to Halah* to the river 
Habor, or Chaboras, or Chehar* and to Gozan, on 
the east side o£ the Tigris, an$ to the cities of the 
Medes. This was two hundred and fifty-three 
years after the separation of the two kingdoms of 
Israel and Jhidah. The kingdom of Israel was then 
entirely destroyed, and the king of Assyria sent 
people from Babylon to inhabit Samaria and the 
surrounding country. 

The kingdom of Judah was now a small terri- 
tory lying between the dominions of the king of 
Egypt and the king of Assyria. These two rival 
kings were both anxious to seize upon it* as it 
would have given either of tliCm a great advantage 
against his neighbour. But so long as the people 
regained the temple worship* and avoided the idol- 
atry of the surrounding nations* God preserved 
«• 

them from their enemies. Hezekiab, the first king 

i * 

of Judah after the destruction of Israel, was a 
good man* who encouraged the people in obeying 
and serving the true God. When Sennacherib* kmg 
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of Assyria* came against Jerusalem with a great 
army, Hezekiab sought no alliance with foreign 
powers, but went into the temple and called upon 
God for deliverance. God he$rd his prayers, and 
sent an angel, who destroyed, in one night, one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand men in the As- 
syrian camp.** It is probable that under the name 
of an*angel a pestilence is intended. 

But Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, did not 
tread'in his farther’s steps. He worshipped idols, 
and tempted the people to sin against God. Dur- 
ing his reign, the Jews became so forgetful of 
their duty, that the copy of the law of God, which 
had been kept in the temple to be read to the 
people on solemn feast days, <?as lost, or perhaps 
hidden by some one, to prevent it from being 
destroyed. It was found in the reign of king Josiah, 

when he was repairing the temple in order to 
# 

reform the worship. 

In the tweuty^ninth year of the reign of king 

Josiafi, Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, married his 

« « 

son Nebuchadnezzar to the grau<!«4hughter ef 
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Cyaxares, king of the Medes. The kings of Babylon 
and Media then joined their armies, and attacked 
and destroyed Nineveh. Thenceforward the country 
of Assyria was*governed by the kings of Babylon. 
At the close of king Josiah’s reign, his army was 
subdued byiPharoah Neeho, king of Egypt, and the 
country of Judah became a province of Egypt* Dur- 
ing t*he*reign of Jehoiakirn in Judah, the Egyptiau 

king went to war against the king of Babylon. 

« 

As Nabopolassar was old and infirm, he gave 
the comidand of his armies to Nebuchadnezzar, 
his son, who marched against the Egyptian army 
and defeated them. He then went to Jerusalem 
and besieged it, and conquered the whole country 
of Judah. He, however, allowed Jehoiakirn to re- 
mam king, under the control of the king of Baby- 
loo. He robbed the temple of part of its furniture, 
and carried back with him several young men who 
were descended from the royal family of Ju^lah, to 
be employed in the court of Babylon. Among these 
yotpg men, were Daniel and bis three friends. This 

” A * 4 

pus three hundred and sixty-nine /ears after the 
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separation of the Wo kingdoms of Israel and Judjib. 
Eighteen years after this, Nebuchadnezzar again 
besieged Jerusalem, and utterly destroyed it. The 
people were caVried away captive to Babylonia. 
Most of them were placed in the country around 
the river Cliebar, or Chaboras, which empties into 
the Euphrates, north-west of Babylon. 

CHAPTER II. 

Daniel and Jus companions are carried to Babylon — Their 
refusal to eat meat and drink wine — Their attention to 
study. 

Wm will now return to the period when Daniel 
and his companions were taken by force from their 
native city, and carried to a distant land. Nebu- 
cha^nezzar had commanded *Ashpenaz, the chief 
officer of his court, to select from among the 
princes of Judah a number of young men of 
good talents ; such as had been well educated in 

f » 

Jewish learning, and who would be capable, after 
being instructed in the knowledge of the Chaldeans, 
of holding offices in the court of. Babylon. Jin 
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obedience to this# command, Ashplieoaz carried 
away a company of young men of high rank, 
among whom were Daniel and his three friends, 
Hananiah, Miahael, arid Azaryrh, Ashpenaz chang- 
ed their names to Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed~nego. These were Babylonian names, 
and had some reference to the names of several 
of the Chaldean gods. It will be recollected, that 
Nebuchadnezzar did not destroy Jerusalem at this 
time, but only made it a province of Babylon, and 
took away part of the vessels of the temple. This 
band of Hebrew youths, who accompanied the 
Chaldean army as it retired from Jerusalem, must 
have cast many sad glances backward upon their 
beloved city and temple, anil the palaces in which 
thby had dwelt. *The piety of Daniel supported 
him under this trial, and aided him in forming wise 

plans for regulating his conduct when he should 

» 

be exposed to the temptations of a heathen court. 

« 1 * 

After a march of many days, they entered the 
country of Chaldea^ and the great city of Babylon 
lay before, them. As soon as they arrived there. 
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Ashpenaz, the chief officer of the court, placed the 
ybting Hebrew princes under the care of teachers, 
who were required to instruct them in the language, 

e ^ 9 

laws, customs, and institution^ of the Babylonians. 
They were also, probably, taught the sciences of 
astronomy and mathematics. Astronomy was 
early cultivated in the plains of Chaldea ; for there 
the mildness of the climate invited the inhabitants 
to sjpend many of their nights in the open air on 
the roofs of their houses, while the beauty of the 
sky and tiie brilliancy of the stars, led to a study 
of the heavenly bodies. To compute the dis- 
tances and motions of the planets, they learned 
mathematics also, it is likely. 

While Dahiel and his companions were engaged 
in ‘these studies, the king ordered a portion of 
meat and wine, from his own table, to be sent 
them every day. He wished to treat them kindlv, 
and to promote their health and beauty of person, 
that* they might become useful in his court. He 
also wished to attach them* to himself, and. to 




29 



wz *nri ckfj caftc* ftf*r$. W>\ 

vfinn ftc?ft «rr? «Trrftstt* 7ftr- 

asfftftT 3ft1 "3 Tft^l '3 if) ft 3 sftft w- 
jrfttft 3 fkwi <ftft srtfta ftftR i 

®rr? sftftl f5fjTf^°*rti 3 aftrsrH ft ini 
5T%rjift ft«ft ft*m 3 f^twi 5pf?r®T 4t Jii^r 5Sft*i 
cTrft sift mt zi *ww 3ft srfttrs 
cwt7 aft aarsreraftftr c^Jtftftftn? ft^afk 
C3 <7Mtft3ft TftJ Tftftft 3 ¥^?1 

3 aft 7ft «TCft TffSfjft^ft^l 5ft C^rtC7 Spft 
^tc^taft 7Tfi5fttC?t3 srtfe^5 atftre 4* 6 \ kftt- 
c*Hr 3 3fttft? srfta? %^?T5*t7 c*rf5fti 
^sftftl 4f3«:*ft c«f]tt%ft% ftrspi /F3Tej «rft. 
ftft ^?r i stores sfrtlft ^rj 3 

-ntft afirat* ctTfre 4 7|jtw ft^jft a c <ft mu 

3 Tta TM1 l - 

*\ " 

®re47 sftftf* ,iftft>aer 3 ^t^ft 

4 ?a ft7Jt7J?C7 <FT«Tt?Fa 3?ftft1%e*R 

jim sit a* atssra ?ftn srrlft cs <ttio catr 
wctj? ftsfsH ^tfttft af%ftR? sjftftTft 
ft n tntrtrvr i f ^Tfti vnctftT aft ?w? sft- 
$K arft attn aifr sift vftnn 

3 3 7?, SJft 3ftft 

ntfpnc 3 ^7 kt? ^ftfti ?fta*rtfaft i&n 




30 



the interests of his« kingdom, as well as to wean 
them from their own country. But Daniel de- 
termined not to eat the king’s meat nor drink 
< 

his wine. Sonx? of the meats would be such as the 
Jews were forbidden to eat, and some might have 
been previously offered to idols* At any rate, it 

was a luxurious mode of living, in which Daniel 

* « 

did not wish to indulge ; and his three friends 
joined with him in choosing a more temperate 
diet. 

It was a delicate task for these young men, 

strangers and captives as they were, to make 

known their determination jto their superiors. 
* 

But#Daniel’s*prudeqce equallvd his firmness and 

self-denial. He modestly requested Ashphenaz to 

suffer them to decline the king's bounty, and to 

allow them to live on vegetables and water. 
; • * 
Daniel’s , amiable qualities had already won the 

estee^n and regard of the chief officer, hut he dared 

* * i 

notacomply with such a request. Hie told Daniel 
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end bis friends, tlAt if they refused to eat the rich 
food which, the king provided for them* he feared 
they would become feeble and sickly, and that the 
kiugf, seeing their pfie looks and learnings the 
cause, would be angry with him, and perhaps put 
him to death. 

Daniel prudently said no more at this time, hut 
afterwards spoke to Melzar, who had immediate 
oversight of the four young Hebrews, and requested 
that # they might, for ten days, make the trial of 
living on vegetables and water. Meizar consent- 
ed, and, after ten days, be examined their counte- 
nances, and found they were fairer and fatter in 
flesh than any of the young men who were fed 
from the king's table. From this time they were 
permitted to eat vegetables and drink water, and 
Mflzar withheld the food tl&t was sent them by 
th<f king. * 

• 

In his conduct at this time, Daniel showed many 
qualities of mind and heart that arc too seldom 
found at the early ago of eighteen years. He«?howcd 
uncommon piety in refusing to eat meat forbidden 
Ly*his religion ; thus remembering, in tlus distant 
land, the law of his God, and resolving to obey it. 
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He showed great firmness in daring to be singular, 
an<l in exposing himself to the anger of the king and 

the ridicule of the courtiers. He showed great com* 

* • 

mand over his appetite; for it must have required 

much self-denial for a young man of high rank, 
who had been brought up in the midst of wealth, 
to resist such temptations to self-indulgence. 
Knowing that luxury Weakens the mind, and stu- 
pities the souf, he determined to subject the bodi- 
ly part of Ibis nature to the intellectual and moral 
part. While many young men around him were 
living in pleasure, he nobly determined to live to 
God in his early days ; to devote himself to pre 

paration for usefulness in the, world, and to culti- 
* * 

vate his mind as highly as possible. He found an 
ample reward for his self-denial in increasing 
health of body and strength of mind, and in a capa. 
city to endure hardships and to perform labour. To 
alithis resolution and perseverance, he united great 

r 

modesty and sweetness of tempfer and manners. 
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No rudeiioss, no ^ride of superior wisdom were 
exhibited in his conduct, but respect for his elders, 
and a disposition to win their confidence by gen* 
tleness and humility. 

Daniel was thus prepared to attend with diligence 
and success to the lessons of his teachers. After 
seeking the blessing of God on all his pursuits, he 
endeavoured to use, to the best advantage, every 
moment of time, He carefully observed what Was 
new or curious in the manners and customs of the 
' people, and treasured up in his memory all that ' 
was valuable. He disciplined his mind by studying 
thesciencesof numbers and quantities ; he expanded 
it by examining the motions and appearances of 
the heavenly bodies. He made himself acquainted 

t # ♦ 

with the laws and institutions of Babylon, and pro- 
♦ 

bably, with general history ; carefully attending to 

those causes which promote the prosperity of an 

empire, and those which hasten its destruction. At 

his leisure moments, he perhaps cultivated the fine 
% , 

arts ; for poetry and music were favourite pursuits 

t * 

©fthe Hebrews, and other ancient nations, while 
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tjhe Babylonians excelled in some kinds of architec- 
ture* In addition to worldly knowledge, God foe- 
stowed upon him the spirit of prophecy, ami, en- 
abled him to interpref visions and dreams. 

I have mentioned that Nebuchadnezzar com- 
manded the army, and Nabopolassar administered 
the affairs of government. While Daniel and his 
'^mpanions were pursuing their studies in the 
schools and quiet groves of Babylon, Nebuchad- 
nezzar was *at a distance carrying on the war 
against the Egyptians. He had completely conquer- 
ed their army, and driven them out of Syria, quite 
beyond the river of Egypt, a small river in the 
desert, that separated Eygpt from Palestine. Just 
as he had finished this war, he*heard of the death of 
his'father, and hastened across the desert to Baby- 
lon. There he began to reign alone over his vast 
empire, which extended from India to the Medi- 
terranean, and from the Persian Gulf to the Red 

* • 

Sea. He managed the concerns of this exten- 
sive* kingdom with much wisdom, and on account 
both of his power and his talents, was called Nejbu- 
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ckadnezzar the Cfreat. At this period, Danielhad 
been bat little more than a year in Babybm. 
Three years were allowed the young Hebrews 
for becoming .thoroughly acquainted with all they 

it. 

were to study. At the end of that time, they were 
brought before the king to be examined. Nebu- 
chadnezzar was well fitted by knowledge and pene- 
tration to judge of the abilities of the young men. 
After conversing with them, and questioning 
theta as to. their progress in the sciences, he 
found th^t Daniel and his three friends were su- 
perior to all the rest in wisdom and learning* He 
accordingly gave orders that they should remain 
in his palace, and be advanced to some honourable 

office in'his court. 

* 

liVhat caused the%e young men to be so much dis- 
tinguished above their companions ? It was the 
manner in which they had spent the few years de- 
voted to their education. It was t owing to their 
temperance and Industry during that period, and 
to fheir piety, Whigh led them continually to seek 

t * 

the blessing of Gud on their studies; There were 
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many things aromul them which had a tendency 
to divert their minds. Among these were the lux- 
ury and wealth, the dances and songs, the mag- 

« ^ 

nificenceand show of the court of Nebuchadnezzar. 
There were also the splendid temples, the process 
sions and sacrifices of an idolatrous worship, and 
the hoise, bustle, and hurry of a commercial city. 
Many of the young students probably yielded, in 

part, to these temptations, and neglected their stu- 

«* 

dies. We hear nothing of them ; their lives were 
probably useless and unhonoured. But Daniel and 
his companions obtained a much more valuable 

t 

reward for their good conduct? than even riches and 

M t * 

worldly honour. They were placed in situations 
where they could protect and aid their brethren, 
the captive Jews, in the city and provinces of Baby- 
lon. They could influence the king to do justice, 
by punishing the wicked and rewarding the gopd* 
Their station at court would attract the notice *of 
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the Babylonians, *who could not fail to observe 
the difference between the conduct of those who 
worshipped the true God and of those who worship- 
ped idols. T\£ould you be useful in life, and be re- 
membered with gratitude after death? Be tem- 
perate and industrious in youth. Sir Isaac New- 
ton, the celebrated philosopher, said, near the close 
of hjs JLife, “ I owe nothing to genius, but every 
thing to industry.” For in the proper exertion of 
ond*s own faculties, the blessing of God is ,*ever 
experienced. 



CHAPTER III. 

# 

Nebuchadnezzar $ dream of the great Image . 

In the second year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, 

and the fourth year after Daniel was brought to 

Babylon, the king retired one night to rest in his 

* * 

palace. But his sleep was soon disturbed by dis- 
tressing dreams. Again he sought repose, but 
ag$in a frightful vision was* before him, and t he 
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awoke alarmed ahd agitated, but without being 

' ' "? 

able to recollect the particulars of his dream. 

At that time, when the Bible was riot completed, 

* * # 

it was necessary for God to speak often to men in 
different ways. Sometimes he directed them what 
to do, or repealed to them future events, while 
they, Tyere asleep. It was the general belief, 
among the heathen nations, that their gods spoke 
to them in dreams, when any thing uncommon was 
about to happen. There was no reason for them 
to think so, for their gods were only images of 
wood, or stone, or metal, which could neither 

speak nor hear ; or imaginary beings, who never 

♦ 

ha r d any existence. Yet thpse who believed in 
their existence and power, were very naturally 
alarmed when they had remarkable dreams. Ne- 
buchadnezzar had no doubt that he had received 

* « 

a revelation from some superior being. He arose 

frorii his bed, and sent "for all the magicians, and 

» < 

astrologers, and sorcerers ; persons who pretend- 
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ed to hold a comanunication with spirits. They 
came In great numbers, and stood before the king, 

waiting for his commands. The giving said to 

them, “ I havp dreamed a dream, and my spirit 

is troubled to understand the dream.” And they 

answered, u 0 9 king, live forever; tell thy servants 

the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 

Now this they could not have done, but would pro* 

hably have contrived some explanation that might 

havts deceived the king. However, the request to 

know tlie # dream, before they attempted to inter* 

pret it, was reasonable. Yet the king was ex* 

ceedingly angry, because they could not make 

known to him the thoughts which had passed 

through' his mind when hf was asleep, those 
%■ 

thoughts which he, had hinfself forgotten. The* 
kings of eastern countries have entire power over 
the lives and fortunes of their subjects ; the con- 
stant exercise of this power often makes them cruel 

* « 

and tyrannical. Nebuchadnezzar insisted that the 
wise, men should reveal to him his dream, as well 
as explain its meaning. If they complied with the 
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order, he promitffed them abundant rewards: if 
they disobeyed it, he threatened immediate death to 
themselves and disgrace to their families. They re- 
plied, that it \fas impossible for any man to do what 
he required of them, and that no king had ever 
asked such a thing before of the wisest magicians 
and astrologers. “ No one,” said they, u can show 
it before the king, except the gods whose dwelling 
is not with flesh.” The king, who was accustom- 
ed to be gratified in all his wishes, became furiously 
angry, and commanded Arioch, the captain of his 
guard, to kill all the wise men of Babylon. Arioch 
went out to collect them together, that they might 

i ' 

be slain; for even those who were not present were 
included in the sentence <ff condemnation. As 
Daniel and his companions were learned men, 
AHoch sought for them among the rest, and in- 
formed Daniel of the king’s orders. When Daniel 
heard them, he went in himself to the king, and 
declared that if only a little time were granted 

hiih, he would engage to interpret the dream. 

• * 

Nebuchadnezzar consented. Daniel returned home 
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anfl told his three* friends, requesting them to retire 
and pray to God that he would reveal this secret to 

Daniel, and save the lives of his servants, 

« 

That night bod appeared £b Daniel, and showed 
him the king's dream, and the manner in which 
it ought to be explained. Then Daniel thanked 
God and said, “ Blessed be the name of God for 
evjer atid ever : for wisdom and might are his, 

and he changeth the times and the seasons; he 

* 

re moveth kings, and setteth up kings; he giveth 

wisdom Vnto the wise, and knowledge to them 

that know understanding. He revealcth deep and 

secret things ; he knovveth what is in the dark. 

ness, and the light dwelleth with him, I thank 
« 

th$e, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who 

« 

hhst given ine wisdom and might, and hast made 
known unto me now what we desired of thee; for 
thou hast made known unto us the king's matter. 9 ' 

Daniel went immediately to Arioch, and said, 
« Destroy not the wise men of Babylon ; bring me 
in tfefore the king^and I will show unto the king 
the interpretation.” 
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Ariocli gladly brought in Daniel before the king, 
and the king said to him, ** Art thou able to make 
known unto me my dream and the interpretation 

t 

thereof ?” DaViei answered, * The secret which the 

king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the 

astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, show 

unto the king; but there is a God in heaven that 

revfeateth secrets, ami maketli known to the king 

Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.” 

* 

Daniel then described to the king the vision 
which had passed before his mind while he was 
asleep. It was of an image, or figure of a man, 
but exceedingly tali and large. Its appearance was 
bright and terrible. The head of the image was 
of the richest gold, the brd&st and arms of silver, 
the lower part of* the body* of brass, the legs of 
ifon, and the feet of iron mixed with clay. 

While the king thought, upon this image, a heavy 
stone or rock, of its own accord and without receiv- 
ing any external impulse, rolled down from a moun- 
tain upon the image, and crushed it to pieces, 
grinding it to the finest powder, which the winds of 
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heaven carried away, and scattered over the ground, 
so that not a particle of it remained. Then the 
stone appeared gradually to increase in size, till it 

i 

became a great 4 mountain, and filled the whole earth. 
This was the dream, which Daniel now proceeded 
to explain to the king. The image represented 
four great monarchies, which were to exist upon 
the dart,h in after-times. The first was the Chaldean 
mouarchy, which had lately commenced, or the 
succession of Babylonian kings, of whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar Was the greatest. The kings of Babylon 
reigned over most of the civilized countries in the 
world, and the splendour and wealth of their domin- 
ions were aptly represented by the head of gold. 
This empirewonld continue sfkty-six years from the 
beginning of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. That part of 
th£ image which was of silver was an emblem of the 
empire of the Medes and Persians, w hich would come 

after that of Babvlon,and continue two hundred and 
* . * . 

nine years. The brass was emblematical of a third 

kingdom, which wpuld destroy the empire of the 

4 * * 

Medes and Persians, and become much larger than 
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either of the former, extending farther both to the 
east and west* This was the Macedonian or Gre- 
cian empire, founded by Alexander the Great, in 
the. year of tfee world 3675. h 

The Roman empire, which existed nearly two 
hundred years after the death of Alexander, was re- 
presented by the legs of iron. Like iron, it would 
be strong and break in pieces every thing that 
opposed it. It would rule over the greatest part of 
Europe, Asip, and Africa, and would last till a fifth 
kingdom^ should be established, different from and 

superior to, all the others. As the feet of the image 
* 

were iron mixed with clay, so the Romans, after 
having been subdued by the people from the north, 
known (mder the appellation of Goths and Vandals, 
would lose much of their strength, and be united 
with other nations every way inferior to themselves. 
The stone that rolled down from the mountain upon 

the image, and crushed it, was an emblem of that 

« * 

other kingdom which God would set up, and which 
would break in pieces and destroy all the kingdoms 
of this wlirld that should oppose or refuse subjection 
to it. In this was represented, without doubt, 
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the kingdom of JFesus Christ, who would appear 
upon earth during the continuance of the Roman 
empire, and begin to rule over men, not externally, 
or in any visible m&nner tyke sovereigns of the 
earth, but by bringing their hearts into love and 
obedience to himself. Again, as the stone increased 
in size till it became a great mountain, and filled the 
wholq earth, so this kingdom would gradually 
extend, till all men, everywhere, should be brought 
to love and. trust in Christ. 

We, Recording to our modes of thinking and 
acting, should not perhaps have expected that God 
would reveal his will to so haughty and tyrannical 
a heathen prince as Nebuchadnezzar* But He does 
as he pleases in heaven aiu^on earth* He gave to 
wicked Balaam thq power of 'foreseeing what was to 
come many ages after his own time. He knows 
what is fit and proper better than we do* He knows 

by whom it is proper to reveal his will to rnen, when 

* « 

it is proper to reveal it, and how far it is proper 
to reveal it. Of all this we, however, are quite 
incompetent to judge. 
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Thus God caused Nebuchadnezzar to dream, and 

Daniel to interpret the dream, and to write it 

for the use of men in other ages. 

But God might have told f it to men everywhere 

just as easily as to the prophets, it may be said. 

He might reveal his will immediately to all men as 

easily as to one man, who should make it known to 

others. If any should deem this a difficulty, I 
* 

reply, that one reason why he has not done this is, 
undoubtedly, to see, by leaving it possible for them 
to receive or not receive it, whether men ivill believe 
his word. If his will was made known to every 
man just as it was to the prophets, there would be 
bo room left for unbelief. And as the prophets too, 
must tiave known when th%y were inspired, so, if 
God inspired all men, they afso would know beyond 
dbubt what the truth is. 

Some may think this would be better than 

to have it possible for men, as it now is, to disbe- 

« « 

lieve God’s, word. But men would not always obey 

tli£ trut^ lf they knew it. Balaam knew that he 
* . • 

was inspired, but still he was not a good mart. 
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Nebuchadnezfctfr believed that God bad made him 
dream, bat be was a very proud, ambitious man still. 
Just so it would be if every man was inspired to 
know the truth. 

Those who pretend that it is for want of evidence 
they do not believe and obey the Bible, would 
not obey the truth, if God should give them such 
evidence as they could not possibly dispute; because 
they are of evil inclinations and habits. God 
means, by giving revelation as he has done, to 
try the hearts of men, and see whether they love the 
truth or not. He will not force men to compliance, 
nor be pleased with a faith or an obedience that 
does not proceed from a heart impressed with 
divine love, and so engagedno a true devotion. 

Notwithstanding* Daniel liad informed tlie king 
thkt the secret of his dream was revealed by God, 
who alone could know it, he gave too much credit 
to Daniel, who had only explained what God had 
told him. He prostrated himself, as a humble 
worshipper, before the youthful prophet, com*, 
manding that an oblation and sweet odours should 
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be offered unto him. Daniel undoubtedly refused 
to accept this homage, and explained to Nebuchad- 
nezzar something of the character and will of the 
one true God tVhom the Hebrews worshipped. For 
the king answered, “ Of a truth it is, that your God 
is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a 
revealer of secrets.” 

0 

But though Nebuchadnezzar gave this honor to 
God, he does not seem to have abandoned his idols, 
or to have altered his conduct. Hence we see that 
where the disposition of the mind is unchanged, 
the knowledge of truth is ineffectual. 

However, the king rewarded Daniel with many 
and great gifts, and made him governor over all 
the wise‘nven*of Babylon, chi ef ruler over the whole 
province of Babylon, and one of the lords of the 
council. All these honors were bestowed upon him 
at the early age of twenty-two. In his prosperity 
he did not forget his three friends, but spoke in 
their behalf to the king, who advanced them also to 
important stations in the government. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

< Jerusalem destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. 

A little after the interpretation of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream, Jeboiakim, king of Judah, revolted 
from the king of Babylon, and made an alliance 
with Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt. 

Nebuchadnezzar was then too much occupied 
with the affairs of his kingdom to march against 
Jeboiakim ; hut he sent to the governors of all 
his western provinces, commanding them to fight 
against Judah, and distress the inhabitants as much 
as possible. For three years a warfare was carried 
oil against the tribe of Judah by the Ammonites, 
Moabites, Syrians, and Arabians. The inhabitants 
of Jerusalem were shut up in the city, which was 
surrounded by enemies from all quarters. During 
this period Jeboiakim died, and was succeeded by 
his son Jehoiachin. 

At the end of three years, Nebuchadnezzar came 
himself with his army, and took possession of the 
city* He robbed the temple and palaces at Jam- 
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salem of all their treasures. He put king Jehoia- 
chin in chains, and carried him to Babylon, where 
he was shut up in prison thirty-seven years, or till 
the death of Nebuchadnezzar* A vast multitude 
of captives were at this time carried to Babylon, 
including all the nobility, the bravest of the officers 
and soldiers, all the mechanics, and most of the 
men pf learning and skill. This accomplished the 
prophecy of Isaiah— 

u For behold the Lord, the Lord of hosts, 

Doth take away from Jerusalem and from Judah 
The npighty man, and the man of war. 

The judge, and the prophet, and the prudent, amt the 
ancient, 

' The captain of fifty, and the honorable nun, 

And the counsellor, and the cunning artificer, and the 
eloquent orator/’ 

According to this fore-announcement, only the 
loiter classes of people were a*t this time left in the 
land, and Nebuchadnezzar made the unde of Jc- 
hoiaebin king over them, after changing his name 
from Mattaniah to Zedekiah, and making him pro- 
mise to be a faithful servant of ticking ot Baby- 
lon. Thus ended the second war of Nebuchad. 
nezzhr with the Jcwj. The prophet Jeremiah was 
left at Jerusalem, but Ezekiel, a younger prophet, 
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?1«t?r fats wTsstiffa spmpsw®? ^ITtT 
4TR ttfawl »rtn ^5lTtW Tt^d? frfS* 
^firrsre ^stTtre ?^f*rtinr *rt^5 ^jjnp^nr ot frst? 
qv ^pIttpr sstrnt Ttf i 

fsirsftert ^sfro^tsp fmm Tt-tfi 

* 

«t*r f*i srm *&j . 4* 

w* • wtfraTSK* Tt^rw ft^ wi 
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was carried away, and placed with a colony of 
Jews on the banks of the river Chebar. 

Jeremiah and Isaiah, another prophet who lived 
before him, 1ml often prophesied that Jerusalem 
would be finally destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
but the people did not believe them. Many of the 
people who had been carried away to Babylon, 
were expecting soon to go back, and resettle 
quietly at Jerusalem. They were encouraged to 
expect this by two false prophets, who pretended 
to be sent by God to inform their brethren that 
they should soon return to their own country. The 
people were pleased with this expectation, and 
neglected to make themselves as comfortable in 
Babylon as they might haveMone. 

The second year after Zedekiah became king, he 
sent two ambassadors to Nebuchadnezzar, Jere- 
miah took this opportunity to write a letter to 
the Jews at Babylon, directing them to build houses 
and plant gardens, and become peaceable subjects 
of king Nebuchadnezzar, since God had determined 
that they should remain in Babylon seventy yeitrs# 
This is a part of the letter, — 
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?nn c^m i 

+tzwwr finpfhn *rmfw tarttsi 

K k 

«r twit*!* ,srsr? iHwct 
5§5 f?w f%w ft?n sttR tfi 'sn^rt^r 
'S 5TTC5J ?C5J? 5f?*T. =n I 

TpTSR Cf r*T Wfiffa CWtZVJ TOTJ 3TRC5t l5f- 

5T*rtw *Rcr jrmrc^ fafinn ?rrtre 

«rc*t9pt srtfrsr ft fintn 

^Tt?i wrm f5$ 

*r 5 Rr wlwi snrr* 1 %f??n *rr trr tfi 5 fR st- 
Tf?i *hrc?? ^rt:wn¥9T¥T?1 w"ft?ftsrc5*Frsi«n 
vtar 5ft®r i >51345 ^fc^^rrs cm* *t5®t 53 
f?ar n^TR srrfa^r 33 fw? ?n m^i^f 385 ftm 
T#srR3TRr fsrarn c^5t? W5tt;m *f?rr3f^T i 
anr^toi irmxifsR* *5 finsto 3«.3c? wtf^. 
(?? ^tr ft sra f3C5m3psTRC3, mtttRR f?rar- 
*rt?n 4*3 fcrffi mtin 

?if% m? nar fsrfmn c2?«i 5f?rtsre srmra 
tiffin m^rfari ctc* *rsf3*«.mr sttfSR 
tf 1 {t«V5fo?TfWR 4 5T?T«! 3tf t?1 Sjf frjffa 
« tont&j c?t*r*i 5f<r?i rcwragRir snffa- 

** cK* ^ 

3irs rnuRf mr? 4t **r mrr**f ffRiar *rc??r 
45 w«v«r ftifittt f% i 
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Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, 
unto all that are carried away captives, whom I 
have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem 
unto Babylon ; Build ye.houfes, and dwell in them ; 
and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them ; 
and seek the peace of the city whither 1 have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray 
tjnto the Lord for it, for in the peace thereof shall 
ye have peace. For thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel ; Let not your prophets and 
your diviners that be in the midst of you deceive 
^ou 5 neither hearken to your dreams which ye 
cause to be dreamed. For they prophesy falsely 
unto you in my name ; I have not sent them, saith 
the Lord. For thus safth the Lord, that after 
seventy years be accomplished at Babylon, I will 
visit you and perform ray good word towards you, 
in causing yon to return to this place. For I 
know the thoughts that I think t towards you, saith 
the thoughts of peace and not of eyil, to 

give you an expected end. Then shall ye call up- 
on me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, ^nd 
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“ ctfttftHHti? tvj fa hi tgfam? fir 4 
Hs?n *fac®nH a *r**r ®tw hthtss (nrtnpsr 
ssthhh jp?i faitra farim 

rrfairi hthhchc® ^f??i nttr® «rt- 

«K 

fat itrrfa ji hs«ti 

C5tn?n ttifawT*! ^fan ^TtTiHt <rtH 4<r°\ 
^'OTCH'T H <4? H#?l ^t¥T? 5p*r ^cj qtj 

(v nstr?! 1 ® CHtHtfafftHs nfapsttH ^THin 
wf^mfa ch Htfqiir 4%<\ ®tit? 

sisfsnttf fit?? ^ith sfani <ft?«i ^tttfa 
H1f«T ttt*T CSnt'fiJ'Q H3f«T ttCH | CtftSt 
■rmxj fvj fa hi fgt^rsnr 4 ^stifafar®- 

05H rsTHlTH? *t*J 3 ^rrc^ 

®faH1 CHH C®tHtfatfl* HI «?TTH 4H\CH I«tJp*fH 

' ^ *4 

STCft^ ®t?;t'3 HtfH'3 HI CHCtfH? %It?1 fa«ttt 
^tHT? HtH *rt^ ^StfH W1 *zx ®!Tfa 
f?*TC* CS?«1 Hffir HlftlH <9 ®Ht1 *ftt®CT5H fa$ 
HT^TH CHCf fH<rm HFfar® < W^f% jr«,7r? JTHT^fH 
ltc®r *r?r®rrfa shi i|fa*rr®*f?r?l c®t*Tfatfr* -I 
^tCH fafam HTtfHHI wtst? Sfwi TtHJ 

H<P?T fa* faflfa til '3 Hsfim^H C^HHI HTtfa 
C®tHUH? fHHTH m ®*f StTHH Hsfanfa Tt^l 3Tffa 
CH eVWWV HtHH W^SIHIF STf H*T 

hci *?«p c®t«Tc*nr «rc*ffa® m tit? srfH* r 
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I will hearken unto you. Ami ye shall seek 

me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 

* 

with allyour heart. When I shall be found of you, 
saith the Lord, I will turn* away your captivity, 
and I will gather you from all the nations, and 
from all the places whither I have driven you, 
saith the Lord ; and I will faring you again into 
the place whence I caused you to be carried away 
captive.** The letter closed by threatening a 
dreadful punishment to the false prophets, which 
was speedily fulfilled ; for Nebuchadnezzar, finding 
tliey were disturbers of the peace, burnt them to 
death. 

It is interesting to think of the Jews at Babylon, 

* * a 

as they were assembled together to hear this leu 

4 

ter read. All classes probably went to listen to 

the word which God had commanded Jeremiah to 

write. Among these were the descendants of the 

royal house of Judah, perhaps wifli Danie) at then- 

head, (for king Jehoiachin was in prison,) the 

princes of the tujbes, and the Jieads of families. 

» 

The men of the tribe of Levi too were there, grave, 
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l c^fa?i wtair srrsr’tfUn sttfai 
yf?rs srttsn wTfa (STaTTzro c*t ttttfai 
front 7<r«i yfir* l *sr$8y?c«i? *rfro arratcy 
*rc$nsr« yfirrs c> tt7 <st3?rl sr*rota 
yfirmra srtatty *tTS 5 $ti i t 5 *? *mrs yft- 
csr^a rotroi wtarry ?m ^tc«r wilsr c^tat- 

or? cn ^f*rou top fyf??i fro srnr ca jpy*r 
H7 c®my?r ^tta cvtsrrfrsft* styttin 

ffortfw 'Q c^tatfirsfty fyf??1 W 

yfro 4z°\ a ^trofro c^nrtffw afroti:* 
«rrattn frotfs cz ^tcro« cutsrrfirfrt* fyfasn 
sitfro ” | ro*etf%wi 4 fastn ’stfyyVysrw 
mwj afron 'S c«r-n cast c*r srftTt* 
fail 3^7 CZZTi&fi JtCSiJJ 5*t3rotf? 

7j% *51 wifron Jtm *z$z?zsij tttj-. 

fttfry 75 yf??l stof at* yf?c*ra i 
aty^afrotfn cTty 4. nos mttrtf 4 ?r 

77 trfro 'STattro'S wj crfsr zj | cyaai t*?. 
fawafatty ca f§W yfjrre «rr®i frotf%<ro 7* 
^tys? zmj*\ c*rty ror*r 7t*n 
«rtt*r txro vfatflTt? ro feiarfro 

jttrs *rfinff w*f ca Ttfa*ro ^rct? afro* 
?7T?r Tf3R'\r*f>'5* 3Ty*r $zs rtT*r c^rnSt? 

K * 

7rft*tf%7«| 4*\ *tf% ft*?? 2J5TK 71% 775’' 
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dignified, and learned, yet sorrowful, for they had 
been forcibly brought away from the services of 
the temple, which they ha(l delighted to perform. 
The common people beard* with eagerness ; but 
some of them, who had believed the words of the 
false prophets, were dissatisfied. Shemaiah too, 
wrote a letter to the priests and people at Jerusalem, 
complaining of Jeremiah, and requesting them to 
rebuke him for writing such a letter to the Jews 
at Babylon. When Jeremiah heard of this, God 
commanded him to pronounce a curse upon She- 
Ijmiah, which he accordingly did. 

Another assembly of the Jews at Babylon met 
that same year on the banks of the Euphrates. 
Jeremiah had received frohi God the announce- 
ments that are contained in the fiftieth and fifty- 
first chapters of his prophecies. He had written 
them in a book, and sent them to Babylon. Books at 
thattime were written upon a long jptece of (jloth, or 
parchment, or on paper made of the reed papyrus, 
and rolled up iike^a picture or a map. The mes- 
senger of Jeremiah read ibis book to the people 
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*r®i srtfro* ewrw egftir e*ft$j«.*B 
'Q ^rfois 'S ?r§Ti gtwrfir ge-tfeg srrft*R ctizwj 
*T«r«i ^nn *R?f 5r^tafnrc?r eg $*rm- 
gtfr ^ sw ipfjzmz gsrufcur fin ^?r 
egr*r grrifrs g#r$ *nf?c*re m i 

t“^?r cnt^'3 W *f3 Uf*! wi C^ < 

fs*tn ^Tf3<p<!ra?tM«r gtrej st^jg 5pf?r?tf^?r 3 

¥aj gjg$gi ^Trs r*rstt?n gtrsr 

3tf% fg?g}?Hr tlfs crmtirn <rr^j •nf?r*T«r 

k 

** *T3 fgfitgl fgvrtgg fagtfgfg?fi:* ^tx.1 
nttttn «tt?r *it3ara» g<5 gigtTig* *raj fa#* 

k. 

cirt^et^ ^tti?i fgggtgtt* %t%s srs 'egg w^- 
egrg *c? 33sn »f7tspf « f*r*T i fwfon S“^i g*g 
tffgC*R ^54W ■t'tZJ? 'STtCJpr *n^5l fsw C"**i"5TT~ 

t?r? *t«JTF^cw^tf<i<psn ^f^ggi 

^®s g*gt?r gfgfrgfggtfg ?^f*r e*ng* 
g^tggtg ^tc? ^T?rgT?r 3353 \^n grttg 

f?T?nfte1 ^f4T3 ofsprT*. 33K 3<P *fSPT“K 

^fesf eg «rf**«ri (W wtc^ *tsi eg ggg -^sr- 
e?? spwrt*. *rmrt #rf%i gtggtgre 

p «J 5 <p eg eg Wi 4 ftg 

gg*ry f**i *rf ?$3 *n? Few? -its f^gi gg farr*r- 
ew tpnf?re nrc9t*firf%% wr* eiw^tcn-*nr 
*ft;K9 *Rfric gflg vtu *n53g fsigfat* 




who had come together to hear it. It contained 
a long description of the destruction of Babylon, 

C 

which would take plate at the end of seventy years, 
and a promise that the Je&s should at that time 
return to their own country. When the messen- 
ger of Jeremiah had read the book, he fastened a 
stone to it, and cast it into the river Euphrate s, 
an& said, as Jeremiah had commanded, speaking 
in the name of God, “Thus shall Babylon sink, 
and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring 
upon h^r.” 

f About five years after this, God commanded 
Ezekiel to inform the Jews who lived in the vil- 
lages on the banks of the river Chebar, that Jeru- 

* i 

salem would soon be destroyed by the Chaldeans, 
and ihat the remftinder of the inhabitants would 
be brought into captivity to Babylon. 

During all this time, Daniel continued to be 
one of the principal officers in Nebuchadnezzar's 
court. Though only thirty-two years of age, his 
character was so. excellent, and, he was so much 
celebrated for wisdom and piety, that he was tueu- 
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COT C? <7T S®. CWT- 

c*? *4cfltK? at^t? fstfira naj *tf?* r i <£ 
5T^1% T«*rFft$ T\r*ii irstt?? srT **nr 
f?i fait? af?r?n c^r**n ffofTww at? vrrt 
?^fr<n scrtt faf??i aTf?re ^sre stfowi? tatf- 
K'Q ^srr^tc^s f^»r at? cot <nf^ «rtfc ?f?’«T 
*f? <tSC5FT5 OTT TtfOT ?t5l 

snfTr^r catam ffari f??sft?t? amt*prtz? tar?? 
srfsr •3pf?r?ri ?f?*r ‘* arts <rf^T=r ;ffit?? <? 
aat^rt f*t? ^t^trs c? a?** afinn ?rt?i f?pf<r?n 
%fk??i i 

^5««*it?f? ttt? *fsp ?«.?? ws ^asrfirar- 
{^«i)«T ^tsi aa a? 'stfawyrt?! cf^fi OTP* 
ats^rs •jts^cot wf^rsrrgr ftrapTt^rs: *tf?rs 
$ftf? <pf?r?n ?*Rf*r3> f*?Tfjr cat at<p zt&mzTS 
at*?* *f?c* c-snrt^ **1? jp* 
?*pt ?t? at? cn ?^ftt??i ?tTCtf*ftfta t“?i 
^Ff%r<T5 ^ettwi f^c^Tsr i 

??$ ?t>*i atta wtf*4*i afjnr^t? 
*?^*s$t?? r OT* *1%^ c«t? *t*n uqa *7% fisB^rar 
t%fa (W«r ^rfat <r*?t?? *tf? ?^ca « 
$**?f?5t « atfost t£^s» ar?t?af?a?^tjTf% 
•sr?“rffa*r at? astta? sptwraw f*r t? f%* 
?jf» ®f*t?tfwt*T* at^tc?? wj « f«ft ^asr* 
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tioned in a prophecy of Ezekiel, as one of the 
three best men who had ever lived. God told 

• t 

Ezekiel, that he had determined to destroy Jerti- 
salem on account of the witkednes* of the inha- 
bitants ; and “ even though Noah, Daniel, and Job 
were in the city, and should pray for it,” God 
would not turn away his anger 5 for the time had 

confe when it must be destroyed. 

• * 

Accordingly, two years alter, Zedekiah formed 
an alliance with the king of Egypt, and rebelled 
against the king of Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar, 
with a great army, marched towards the land of 
Judah ; but when he came near, he doubted whe- 
ther to fight first against the Jews, or against the 
Ammonites, who had also rebelled against him. 
He fancied that the idol gods he worshipped could 
direct him; and he cast lots, by putting two ar- 
rows, upon which he had written the names of 
Judah and Ammon, into a quiver, and drawing 
out one of them. God so directed it, that the ar- 
row upon which the name of Judah was written 

* 

came out first, and this decided Nebuchadnezzar 




f^c«rsr ^ «tf5r?prom5 csaa 

ceT-*n ^rTc^ & f*mr m f5r<rtf^r cntr*?r *ft*rtvfi[r 
3 f^j n?rcs v <r?r Ktf?r wtj *t> ^f?aa 

^sri 4 *m c$m «rt? aiof^r* 

ret 'Q q c^rt^rt^ 4 ns* 4 

asrrsrrs tttt ^f?ra-: Jj3r°\ Tfrnr sr^cf t(t*f^l 
rw ^3stf^3 *f?rr»T?r ^fanfnsfat* *fj- 

c$i in c*TC5^tp sjttcst if ^ *rag fsnsT^ 
^^gifs’ir *s**f *«n *s;i c?r*r i 

*53^47 ^^tt*V<r *1? 17“ *«.*? 4^®. 

^•t^JH^ir? ?T*i ^9^<r *fkw 

srfsG ^finri rtT«Tifl? ?T*t? ’sisifasi tsjt« wfszwi 

zntqiwgj iT^; tnif] *r^n ?n cic*tr® 

<K. ^ <\ 

*ra«trc atari asrnnr astcn artsfs 

s;tE*r *f?r ?fa ttsrca 1% ^rtcwttSr- 

m^5H ipf?fn gw wfs&ri 4wfw*z$ af^sy 
7?r?R ^t?;tre atnr?^ ci?^T?n c^T=r ftn^rrVl 
’ft^rc ^f?r® *rfci r 411 crr«r a^rt*R 

*nw tsU f*re*trr?1 iFt^J &«***«.!:* aft 
'5rRn f n 4zw? %^r? an Ktvr jit» n ^Cirj? %*ir?r5 

<N. 

mart* 4Ta fetfnn n«it* wz*\ nfarai Wzm 
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*f<r ■%&? *)*& fwfjrwi &tfi$ mntw nrfro wwtj 
ztsqw ca 1U" nn .braiauft stm ftsfe n^“n 
W irtfi stsrca ^tcic*r? ^ftrs 
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to attack Judah. He took most of the other cities of 
the land, and then besieged Jerusalem* He pitched 
the tents of his large armf all around it, to pre- 
vest the inhabitants from leaving the city in order 
to obtain provisions and assistance, or to escape. 
Zedekiah, much alarmed, now sent for the prophet 
Jeremiah, and inquired what he should do. Jeremiah 
instantly told him to surrender the city, for God, he 
declared, had determined to give it up to Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Zedekiah would not do this, but continued 
to defend the city for a year,although the inhabitants 
were shut up within it, and could obtain no pro- 
visions from without. At the end of the year there 
was no food left in Jerusalem $ the people were in 
danger of starving, and were driven even to eat the 
dead bodies of their friends ! ’At last, in the heat of 
summer, the people were so much weakened by 
hunger, that they could Ho longer defend the walls. 
The Chaldeans, with their battering rams, and 
other engines, soon made large openings in them, 
and entered the city. The princes aqd great ; tnen 
of Nebuchadnezzar took their seat? in the places 
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ff? 5?f?T9R | *r t? *tf? ore 1 *? art?v *?t?*nns 
*r?i c«rc®r f??*rmsr *tc?i:$ ft?i ?t?i brsn- 
rtri ^fr?n*Tfar?R ?t?tre orarrtot? 

It? *1??J ?t^F *tfC?? fa?tf? OTt* 
•tftfj jsi art??*^ ftn cm* mm*ttc??«rtctf 
f*?i *r*rt?* *f??i ??rmof ?tf?? ??<ri ?tf rs 
«ttf?*T *1 ^543 Wf^t<n *?t ?>S ?t?l 1?$*}?1 
mf**?*^* mmt*i $*nc?? t*** f?®Ftf*rcn* 

?t?tC? ft? **?IC^ *3J<?**5Ft?? ?StM? 
*?f?ra f*«f? *tf??tos:* f??*t?i 4 <F«n m??t at?i 
arf?*Tt? *f '&*fs arf*fa *ff?rs «t?Tspf ttcsr* j%r$ 
?* m?i t?tci ’tws ?$c*r* *i i art? ?>of*r'3 

1**tf??i 4 at*®- m*r *rf?? *$ca *i <tt?tta 

aa*j ?t*sP *if «Tt* ?^st lujtfW'Q faf* art? mpt 
*t?n*ji t g ?t?*i ?f*a <pf?r?R 

•s. <V 

?t?u? ^mrTsmo? fsimmsirs ait? cm* 4t?j 
g*j *i ttstcs c® rtc3? arr?t?Tssti:*? m?*)* 1 *?* 
’f *t* *?c«t* ■"fit? fsnr ?jf?p? *a or? ar^t®. 
"f*t?t? ^f?ca %*n? ?^*r i 
aractt* jftJjpm ?St*r ar*f?tc? ®rfa 
wtam « ortmn *tf¥ ft*tf??i yi?tc? rrf%?i 
"t^ ?t?«t m?cs arr? mf?*r *i at?t ta 4r*fta?i 
«mmf?i sttst? at?*tctf c? ??t?« 'S art? ? ?5 
?»s* atn srrtftW m*tt?i *tf??i arftmt 
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of honour near the gates, while the soldiers pur- 
sued after the Jews, who fled in all directions. 

t 

Zedekiah also left the r city and attempted to escape, 
but was taken prisoner, and carried back to Nebu- 
chadnezzar. The king of Babylon first ordered the 
sons of Zedekiah to be slain in his presence ; he then 
cruelly caused his eyes to be put out, that the dying 
agonies of his own children might be the last thing 
he should look upon in this world. Zedekiah 
w r as afterwards sent to Babylon, where he remained 

r 

iu prison till he died. Ail this had been predicted 
by Ezekiel, to whom God had said respecting king 
Zedekiah, “ My net also Will I spread upon him, 
and he shall be taken in my snare; and I will 
bring him to Babylon, to the land of the Chal- 
deans ; yet shall he not see it, though he shall die 
there." 

About a month after this, Nebuchadnezzar sent 
Nebuzaradan, one of his generals,, to complete the 
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sstw^ftc;^ jt^Ttsz *fjj\ 

??*T 'STITT'S •fl'S^fa ?rt^f 'Q f*Tt*?W CtT?? 

^fsratra ^srt’TR sfrwrs <?f!rt*nre *f*rt- 

t%-$ fsnrt cTff^n tt%- 

^5fj jim scrrir^fra Jifjj ?f?i *f«mrc: 

;yf?rre ^rjT5 -sr^??! 5f1%?ri 

^^ssz?? ?tr f^lwi ^f?*r ^r^trs 

sns^rra sra-jms®? gsfsrss «rtf<PftrT? 

"K " 

f*Wt5T -4T5 f??1 VtfWI ?ttt«i '•$» 

3p?t?t*R *it? jim ^pritre?- *p$j *r 3 «»l citf4t*r 
*tj srnr f%f m cTfars ^rrcjre 

^rt%0F?r^t Ff 

f5r?r% *Tttm $ix\z* «? ^i??i i nnz 

jim jij m avs cttfirs 5^71 <wrjr* 
<t?n^ ?rf?rtstlTfF5 ?w sttfe*rc i 
*OT*«T ^f«t?5 

*$st1%*T ms^ji +*$zmt$ ^t? *Mt 
ft*x? 43r*T ^sn *A£*ri Jtn “ «itf*r ^tsrtT 
%*tt?FS srT*R 3fT*r flit? iflra 1%ft 

«rmr? ^tcw *T5 srf?r wtfsj •tt* , jfa- 

crj otr*r ftan ^raiera «rRtt?i A? 4*«\ f%A 

*v 

?r?i wr«pt5 m crftfri a c*Mttrc *rj?raRi” 

4? srt?t?c? **4f*ras? fss’tT’r* stfrt* 
jramwft? flint sr^w^rtf^r ?m *rK- 
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destruction of Jerusalem. He, after taking all tb e 
Precious vessels out of the temple, ami robbing the 
city of all the riches it contained, set fire to the 
buildings, and every part of the city was soon con- 
sumed by tbe flames. The principal persons of distinc* 
tion whom he found in the city were put to death. 
Most of the rest of the nation were carried captive 
to Babylon. 

Some of the poorer sort of people, however, re- 
mained in the land under the government of Gedaliah. 
Nebuzaradan treated the prophet Jeremiah with great 
kindness, and gave hi in his choice, whether to go 
to Babylon, or to remain in Judah. Jeremiah pre- 
ferred to stay in his own country, where he undoubt- 
edly hoped to pass the rest ^f his days amidst the 
ruins of Jerusalem. 4 But in thl% he was disappointed. 
For Gedaliah was shortly after murdered by Ishmael, 
who wished to usurp the government, and the 
remainder of the people fled into Egypt, forcibly 

f t 

carrying Jeremiah along with them. 
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arr?r auftsr 4* c’ratm^t* cmttw mitten* 
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CHAPTER V. 

The golden Image . 

When Nebuchadnezzar f had conquered Judah, 
and brought the people of tfee neighbouring coun- 
tries into subjection to his authority, he returned to 
Babylon, carrying with him great quantities of 
gold and silver, which he had taken from the tem- 
ple, and city of Jerusalem, and perhaps from other 
places. Wishing to do honour to his gods, or perhaps 
only to display his own wealth and power, he ordered 
an immense image, ninety feet high, to be made of 
sojid gold. This image was probably intended to 
represent Bel, which was the chief idol of the Ba- 
bylonians. When it was finished, he command- 
ed that -it should be set uj#> in a large plain, not 
far from Babylon,, called the* plain of Dura. Mes- 
sengers were then sent to every part of the empire 
of Babylon, commanding all who held offices, 
either civil or military, under king Nebuchadnezzar, 
to meet on a certain day at the plain of Dura. 

The day came. The golden image, raised high 
in the midst of the plain, Was sparkling in, the 
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sunbeams. All around it, extending to a great 
distance, was a crowd of persons, whose dress and 
air showed their rank anti importance. In one 

e 

part of the field were the Babylonian princes in 
their embroidered garments ; and grave counsel- 
lors and judges, whose countenances were become 
serious by habitually attending to affairs of state. 
Not Jar off were the treasurers, who were intrusted 
with the wealth of the empire, and the sheriffs, whose 
business it was toexecute the laws against criminals. 
In another part stood a company of men in shining 
artpour, their swords hanging by their sides, and 
the crests of their helmets waving in the winds ; 
these were the officers of Nebuchadnezzar’s army. 
The governors of distant provinces, too, were there, 
who ruled over many people "of various languages 
and customs. Some had come from Persia, where 
they worshipped the sun and moon $ others from 

Arabia, where the cities and villages were built 

* * 

on verdant spots or islands in the midst of deserts 
of aand'rjpjiere fragrant balsams flowed from the 
trues, and spices perfumed thefair. Some dwell at 
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the foot of mount Nebo, in Moab; others came 

from among 1 the pleasant groves of Damascus ; and 

others from the valleys of Ammon, where the 
* 

people worshipped an idol* called Moloch, and 
cruelly sacrificed to him their own children. 
Bands of musicians were scattered among the 
crowd, carrying instruments of music of strange 
and* peculiar forms. Psalteries and small harps 
were held in the hand, or thrown across the shoul- 
der when played upon. These, with the flutes 
and dulcimers, gave out sweet sounds $ but the 
cornets, trumpets, and cymbals were spirited and 
loud. At first, all was silent. The multitude of 
people in the plain stood with their eyes fastened 
on the golden image. The Viver Euphrates rolled 

i 

by, covered with boats and vessels, and bordered 
with willows, and the towers of the temples and 
palaces of Babylon arose in the distance. Presently 
a herald came forward, and calledjn a loujl voice 
to the people, commanding them all, in the name 
of king Nebuchacinezzar, to fall ,down and wor~ 
ship the golden image as soon as a stated signal 
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should be given. The signal was to be the sound of 

music ; and to ensure compliance it was added, that 

if any person should refuse to obey this com* 

« 

mand of the king of Babylon, be should that 
same hour be cast into the midst of a burning 
fiery furnace. Presently the bands of music began 
to play, and in an instant the whole multitude of 
people had prostrated themselves on the earth 
before the golden image. But who are those 
men standing, while all the rest have their faces 
in the dust ? They are Daniel’s three friends, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah ; or, as the Baby- 
lonians* called them, Shddrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego. TbeSe commonly feared and obeyed 
Nebuchadnezzar, but they feared their God much 
more, and He had forbidden them to worship any 

' * f t 

idol?. There they stood, calmly and without fear, 
although they had heard the threats of the king, 
andMutew that he would certainly, execute them. 
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They must have known, also, that there were 
many persons watching them, anxious to find oc- 
casion to injure them witlf their Master; for the 
« 

power, and wealth, and honours, which Nebuchad- 
nezzar had bestowed upon these Hebrew strangers, 
had excited the envy of many of the Babylonians. 

The worship of the golden image was over, and 

the*people were about to separate, when several 

Chaldeans approached king Nebuchadnezzar, and 

addressed him in the customary language, saying, 

• 4 O king, live for ever 1” They had watched the 

conduct of the young Jews before the idols, to see 

whether they obeyed the law of their God, or the 

commands of the king. They saw with joy that 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego chose even to be 

* 

singular among this great multitude, and to expose 
themselves to a most dreadful death, rather than to 
sin against God. They now eagerly went to the king 
with their complaints : * Thou, Q king, hast made 
a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound 
of the cornet, harp, sackbut* psaltery, and 

dulcimer, and all kinds of ciusio, $h*U fall down 
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and worship the golden image; and whoso falleth 
not down and worshipped, that he shall be cast 
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. There 
are certain Jews, whom tlfbu hast set over the 
affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Me- 
shach, and Abed-nego ; these men, O king, have 
not regarded thee, they serve not thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou bast setup,” 
These informers knew they thought it wrong to- 
wards God to worship idols; but they artfully 
insinuated a contempt for the king, and a wish to 
d£fy his authority, Nebuchadnezzar had not been 
accustomed to be disobeyed or contradicted. Nor, if 
any had been sodaringastooppose his wtli,wouldhe 

have escaped without severe punishment. Besides, 

♦ 

he was at that moment full of pride at his great 
success, and at seeing all the great men of the east 
acknowledging his authority. Who then were these 
captive Jews, that they should dijre to disobey the 
king of Babylon ? In a great rage he ordered them 
to be brought befpre him. This was instantly done* 
He then said to them in m loufcl and furious tone* 1% 
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it true, 0 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, do 

not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image 

which I have set up ? No*<v if ye be ready that at 
( 

what time ye hear the souiM of the cornet, flute, 

harp, sackhut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds 

of music, ye fall down, and worship the image which 

1 have made, well ; but if ye worship not, ye shall 

be*ca$t, the same hour, into the midst of a burning 

fiery furnace, and who is that God that shall deliver 

you out of my hands Y % Nebuchadnezzar, in his 

anger, forgot the declaration he had himself made 

after Daniel had interpreted his dream, that the 

God of the Jews was greater than all other gods. 

The three young men listened calmly to the 

ftngry words of the king.* They were far away 

from their fathers’ house and their native country, 

Standing before an enraged monarch, who had 

before been their protector and friend, and who 

would continue to be such, even now, if they but 
'w^y • * 

conse^ed to do his will; while a burning fiery 

furnace was to be the punishment of disobedience. 

The example of all the pedple, tqo,was against 
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them ; vet they remained firm, and with gr&at 
composure said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
tre are not careful to answet thee in this matter. If 

i 

it be so, our God whom we Serve is able to deliver 

us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 

us out of thy hand, O king. But if not, be it known 

unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, 

not* worship the golden image which thou hast set 
* 

up.” This decided, though respectful answer of 

the young men, enraged the king almost to madness. 

With a terrible frown, he commanded the furnace 

to*be heated seven times hotter than usual. 

The furnace was prepared in the sight of the king, 

and the assembly of great men. It was probably a 

large space enclosed by a wUll of stone or brick, but 

« 

without a roof. This place was filled with fuel,aud a 
fire kindled. The flames soon burst out in every 
part, and the smoke rose up in a thick column 
towards heaven. When every part of the furnaceyyas 
glowing with inteuse heat, Nebuchadnezzar ordered 
some of the most ^mighty seen in his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshacb, and A iw|(Meg<^ a«d east them 
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into it. They bound the young* men hi their cloaks, 
and tunics, and turbans, and went in great haste (for 
the king was exceedingly furious) to throw them 
into the fire. As they canie near the furnace, the 
flames were blown towards them by the wind, and, 
inwrapping the king’s officers, instantly destroyed 
their lives, while the young Jews fell down, 
bofind, into the micjst of the fire. 

Soon after this, Nebuchadnezzar rose from his 
seat in haste, and in great astonishment, and said 
to his counsellors, u Did not we cast three men, 
b6und, into the midst of the fire?” They replied, 
** True, O king.” Then Nebuchadnezzar said, 
* Lo, I see four men loose , walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they have no hurt, and the form of the 
fourth is like an fimgel of God.” The king looked 
again towards the furnace. The three men were 
walking in the midst of the flames, that hissed, and 
crackled, and curled around thcjr bodies* without 
any power to do them harm. They were conversing 
with a bright atyi glorious being, a messenger of 
God, who had been sent to comfort them. Nebuehad- 
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nezzar did not now send any of his great men to 

execute his orders. He forgot his own grandeur and 

dignity in witnessing this display of the power of 

God. He drew near to the fftrnace, and called aloud 

to Shad rach,Mesbach, and Abed-nego, commanding 

them to come forth. They obeyed, and came out of 

the midst of the fire. The multitude of princes, and 

counsellors, and great men gathered around, and 
« 

examined them with astonishment. The fire had 

burned their bonds, and that was all. Not a 

thread of their garments was scorched, not a hair 

of their heads was singed. Then Nebuchadnezzar 

broke out into praises of the great God of heaven, 

who had delivered his servants from the devouring 

•fire. He declared there \$as no God like the God 

< 

of Sbadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and threat- 
ened the severest punishments to those who should 
speak any thing against him. The king raised 
the three young Jews to still higher stations in 

* * V 

the province of Babylon, and honours and we^itjh 
flowed in rapidly upon them. This must have 
caused disappointment anti phame to their enemies, 
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and great rejoicings among the captive Jews. 
The princes, and governors, and other officers of 
the empire, as they retivned to their homes, 

t 

Spread the news of this wdtadcrfot deliverance, by 
the power of the God of Israel, over all the East. 

Daring the sceue which has been described, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego were placed 
in -a very painful situation, and one in which it 
was exceedingly difficult to do right. They knew 
that Nebuchadnezzar might think them ungrate, 
ftil, if they were not willing to worship his gods, 
■wffieh he had been so kind to them. They had 
been accustomed to consider him as their friend; 
and to respect him on Account of his great talents 
•and high station, as well is to submit to his au- 
thority. Most people dislike to be singular. 
They are ashamed to be noticed and pointed at 
for behaviug differently from others. Shadrach, 
Meshacli, and Abed -p ego probably had something 
of this feeling, which is always strongest In ? 
crowded assembly, where so many eyes are turned 
upon those who am singular. They bad also 
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that natural lore of life which is common to 
fell men, especially to young persons, to whom 
the world usually looks* bright and alluring. 
They wished to live to do food to their brethren 
in captivity, and they knew that there were tuany 
ways in which they might aid them if they re- 
tained the favour of the king. They had not 
yet* lived to be old, and feeble, and so weary of this 
world. They loved life, they loved their friends, 
they wished to be useful. But they loved God 
more. They therefore feared his displeasure more 
tlfun they feared death ; actuated by so supporting 
a principle, they would not save their lives by 
breaking bis commandments. 

• We do not know whether Daniel was present 
in the plain of Dara on this occasion. He might 
have been sent to a distance to attend to some of 
tjie king’s business. If be was present, he un- 
doubtedly refused to worship the idol., But, he 
was so great a favourite with the king, that , the 
Babylonians might fear to bring any accusation 
against Mm. Perhaps they chose to begin with 
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bis three friends, who were in an inferior station, 
with the intention, if they succeeded in destroy, 
ing then, to bring charges against Daniel. Bat 

o- 

we have seen how their tnalicious designs were 
defeated. 

It was, probably, owing in part to the example, 
and good principles, and good advice of Daniel, 
that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego did not 
yield to the king’s commands. As the Bible says, 
u He that walketh with wise men shall be wise ” 



CHAPTER VI. 

The destruction of Tyre . 

There was a large and wealthy city in the west- 

r; 

fern part of Asia, which had not yet been conquer- 
ed by Nebuchadnezzar. It was Tyre, the capital of 
Phenicia, a narrow strip of country on the seacoast, 
north of Palestine. It was the greatest commercial 
efty in the world 5 and carrying, on a rich trade 
with every part of Asia, Africa, and Europe, it had 
become exceedingly magnificent and powerful. It 
was built upon a peninsula,, so that the sea «ur. 
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rounded it on all sides, except one, and formed an 
excellent harbour. Behind it rose the mountains 
of Lebanon, in some parts* sharp and rocky, in 
others cultivated, and in sevlral covered with ma- 
jestic cedars. Before it was the Mediterranean, 
and a spacious harbour, filled with beautiful ships. 
The river Leoutes emptied itself into the sea a little 
north of the city. Tyre was an ancient place, and 
had been founded by the Sidonians. Many soldiers 
were constantly stationed upon the walls and in the 
towers, to keep watch against the sudden approach 
of an enemy and to defend them against all attacks. 
The numerous merchants were ever passing swiftly 
from street to street. Sailors were employed in 
Ipading and unloading «hip% at the wharves, and 
the voice of joy and mirth, the sound of tiie harp 
and the viol, was heard from the many splendid 
dwellings of the rich inhabitants. Companies of 
merchants were continually arriving, both by sea 

a * 

and land } for fairs were held here in which the pro- 
ductions of every part of the worfo were constantly 
sold o* exchanged. The Tyrians themselves also 
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manufactured many articles of merchandise; 
among others fine cloths* which they dyed of a 
rich purple colour with a substance procured from 
a particular kind of fish, that was caught in that 
part of the Mediterranean Sea, Ithobal, the king 
©f Tyre, was a proud and haughty monarch, who, 
as Ezekiel said in one of his prophecies, thought 
him&elf wiser than Daniel. He was probably a de- 
scendant of that Ithobal, king of Tyre, who was 
father to Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, king of Israel, 
and greatgrandfather to Dido, who, fleeing from 
her- country with a few attendants, as it is said, 
founded the city of Carthage, in Africa. 

Nebuchadnezzar now reigned over the greatest 
part of Asia. One would think that he might have 

1 ^ • - i 1 , 

been willing to leaye the city of Tyre to enjoy its 
trade and riches in peace. But no; like most great 
kings and generals, be was not satisfied as long as 
any plane remained janconquered and nnsubjected 
to iiis dominion. Besides, God had previously deter, 
iuinedthat Tyre should be destroyed. He had evea 
predicted it by his prophets, Isaiah read Ezekiel, 
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and now employed Nebuchadnezzar to execute his 
threatenings ; but the king of Babylon knew it not, 

own ambition. He 
Tyre, but found it 
ably and resolutely defended by the inhabitants, 
and their numerous hired soldiers. He first caused a 
wide ditch to be dug between his army and the city. 
Tin; earth that was taken, from the ditch was piled 
up'by the side of it, forming a high wall. On this 
wall towers were built, from which the soldiers 
could keep a watch upon the gates of the city, and 
sliyot their arrows at any who came out of them. 
Nebuchadnezzar also threw up a high mound of 
earth in front of the city. It extended from the 
ditch towards the walls of Tyre, and was made* 
strong by being surrounded', and partly covered, 
with heavy beams of timber. Part Of his army 
were stationed on this mound, with various military 
engines, by means of which they threw stones and 
other weapons into the city. Beside? these, they 
used the crow, which was a long pole, with a 
crooked and forked piece of iron on the end. This 



and only meant to gratify his 
marched with his army against 
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was hooked on to the battlements of the city and 
then pulled back with great violence, so as to tear 
awav the stones and inoKtar of the walls. The 

* ' V 

battering-ram was a long, stout beam of oak, one 
end of which was made of brass, or iron, and shaped 
like the head of a ram. This end projected out of 
a kind of house, with a tower on the top. This 
house was placed on wheels, and covered with tough 
skins. A sufficient number of soldiers were placed 
within it, and it was then driven towards the walls, 
to which when it came near, the soldiers drove 
the head of the ram repeatedly, and with great 
violence, against them, endeavouring to make an 
opening at which the besiegers might enter. The 
garrison, or soldiers who defended the city walls, 
exerted themselves to the utmost to repel the at- 
tacks of the Babylonians. From the towers upon 
the walls they were constantly pending their ar- 
rows and javelins into the camp of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. For thirteen years he besieged the city; till 
At length the Tyrians could resist no longer, They 
fled, with the greater part of their property,, to as 
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^ f?rc^f?*n ^fstcs c^? ?««t? «t?fir 
\f*i 1 ?i§ ott? ^jr f*n- 

ft?1 SIT? *ttf?3T in W*>Jq? ^STt?? Hifsmvr *TC* 

nt^rf *T^T ?1 war wtsr n?fo cfttwi <»pt ijtt 
ff* W 4 J 4 * ^3 pflcnc® «?«*!?? SPttlf | «*«\ 4 




124 



island about half a mile from the city, where they 
afterwards built another town, which they called 
New Tyre. ^ * 

It was customary when a City was taken, for the 
soldiers to plunder it of every thing it contained. 
Thus they were rewarded for their labour and danger. 

But when Nebuchadnezzar with his army march&d 

' f 

into Tyre, they found that all the most valuable 
property had been removed* Nebuchadnezzar’s 
army was composed, not only of Chaldeans, but of 
soldiers of the different countries he had previously 
conquered. During the thirteen years’ siege, the 
fatigues and distresses of these soldiers had been so 
great, that the prophet Ezekiel said, « every head 
was made bald, and every shoulder was peeled,” 
i. e. by wearing their armour so long, and enduring 
so many hardships. They were* much disappointed 
therefore at finding the city stripped of all its silver, 
and gold, and merchandise. In order, however, to ; 
reward them for their patience and courage, Nebu- 
chadnezzar resolved to march into Egypt, which, 
after completely subduing all the neighbouring 
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tfE*rr$ asrej «<ra amir f3rwr«j *f|nri snr^ir 
arts TtfaTO I 

c*tar arst? ’•na^rn *rs \tz^ h® c*rart 

^ | *• <N 

wijirf *rra$£t ’rm atf??i *nt jj-stst ^ft1% fw*t 
*t*«i ^TXt?n 'sn^tTH? rtfom ar^rsr itv apf^irT- 
f%*T ’SHW <$ *C*fT5 *T*T?1 ^r t£t^ 

fe% 4 art? ar^TW^r^? c*TC1 arsis: arnar ^ 
amcirra arcfcir j?rj ttt? Ungf 

*rtt*r =n car c^?p tanrrfain *ir«i ^ts®r 

wfV^ arcnnr garj »nrf area? ^f??n ar??tf%*T i $ 
cJRTrtW sc*rj f %3 ntsf arfsrs wT?r *. <ap*r- 

ftwn? «rmap cnre snsrr® for 'art?- c$j ar<wrr?nr 
vm ^<r:*t cararm wfs’f? «mrr»r w*4t- 

c^sm *f?nrtfe*r f?nstfsM»r ot tsrfirgtm^ “ asKT- 
onr stfo tf$* ^t*nyi »r -« fsfcf* 

<m*T ” car C**R ^*r an «w ffa ati? ar«si 
*mr«i « f 3 p*r ^arcr?tt 4 ?sn *$*[ ft* amnrcs 
*«f **n ^ anftsn ft^r ant Pterin t?n 
carfain ^c^rrcir rststroa^ ftjvt ^t*r ^t- 
Ttn ^ fttanr *s«r arft*psi « an** ttaptcrir fcfra 

<K 

ap*r cm sits tsj 4'ftftt* ^r^niT ^st? c^TOs 
"Krsira srtai >Hrr^ ftpr ^f^rcsTsr 
stop* *raw& «rm a?firt*r *nr f%ft cap*ir<p 
^t3pa« ^ffn .sfjar anfnr s*t «wf* *fitm- 




countries, he did, and conquered and ravaged every 
part of it, from the mouths of the Nile to Syene, on 
the borders of Ethiopia. He also conquered the whole 
of the north of Africa, and ciossed over into Spain. 
Having loaded himself and his army with the spoils 
of those rich countries, he returned to Babylon. 
This was nineteen years after the destruction of 
Jerusalem. As 0aniel was prime minister at the 
court of Babylon, it is probable that he had governed 
the kingdom during the absence of Nebuchadnezzar. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Nebuchadnezzar causes many new buildings to be erected m 
Babylon. 

' ■ , . i 

Nebuchadnezzar bad now finished all his wars, 
bat he had an active mind that would not suffer 
him to be idle. The city of Babylon was the capital 
of his empire ; he wished therefore to make it both 
for beauty ami magnificence one of the wonders of 
the world . It was a very ancient city. It commenced 
with the building of the tower of Babel. Soon after, 
Nimrod built a city oo the spot, and surrounded it 
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fHata ato aaa^r *taa 9 faa! 

aac-r atfaraa *tt? r wTfajjrra %v3rt^c«nr aaitrir* 
•tarsa arfSmi cam lam friaj afa$ atsta nta 
a$ai t*t1**l cartre «raa 9firc»ra *rta f?rir*t»rw 
asttaa aft a** vraiaf* %fspti a«.ara *taa 
^tsrsfr Wfa*i/ <« <5 carta srfos gaj aa® *rfai 
arancars fafam arrfT*ra i rta ^sn atft^ 
afa fata <tt*f atantata ?ma **r gtarfena 
?atca araata a* *fa atrra farpt sfaa^tcVr« 
am Htaa a? far? f*yw a^raa i 



\ 'arart? i 

aa«aa^? ataasf »<trin:a ^caatcaa spr 
^a* af^atfirca aara i 

aatfaa^a ca *r® as* ^«tapa <pfaaTfeiia ca 
a^a aat$ atcn « Ufa ajsff&g sta^s aaa a;f*- 
m aT&nf atfacaa*ai i wa^a wet* atma 
afsmal fir* ca ataaa «ai aaa ca *st«. aaattaa 
*rsta aaa ^ samara faaa aa faTrs fasfir 
ats$ a^ma ca asta wfi> settfa asra cataai 
atan atrs «rrra’ta.%a>$a atsfa tt’ita aartfqft* 
wttw ^tfw9t*rTafa<3 mata *ma aj ft i ficn 
*rt? fag**, ata ^faw aetata ca^cs fa *rca$ <49 

asm f*<H asfare «itaa 9faai «t^a tai 
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with walls. From his being the founder of the city, 
he was afterwards worshipped as a god by the Baby- 
lonians, under the name of Be), or Belus. The city 
was improved and enhrgei under the reign of 
Setniramis, a celebrated queen of Babylon. Other 
additions were made to it by succeeding monarchs. 

Nebuchadnezzar finished it in a style of great mag- 

* 

nificence. Before this time Babylon had been cele- 
brated all over the east for its strength and beauty ; 
but it was now considered the finestcitv in the world. 
It was laid out in an exact square, sixty miles in 
circumference, and the river Euphrates ran through 
the middle of it. The walls were 87 feet thick, 350 
feet high, and 15 miles in length upon each side. 
They were built of bricks, cemented together by a 
kind of bitumen dug out of the earth in that country, 
and which was much harder than common mortar. 
They were surrounded by a large and deep ditcb^ 
lined with hjpidks, and filled with water. On the 
walls, w$re two hundred and fifty towers, and 

'3% ’ , • ‘ lt ' 

between the towers and battlements on the walls, 
■was a wide street, upon which people might rid? or 
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eafo? *f?t*ra ar?4a ataapra ?tnr"rtt??l an- 
e?? ^taaa ^ t acstt a caawta ?sf??i 

?ta~r? c?a antai 5 ?tst ?tf4?i apspatfAta 
a*f?ai art? aaaa stfaai caatatfaa atst ??sa?i 
aa ?t«it? ?Tsft?sptta ant?? «rt?« afa « $?a?i 
?^?tt%a aa«\ arsrrn? arr? *. ?tsrtta? artwrat? 
ca arjan? a? an? a$?i $ft?tt%a 15 rs a?^?- 
«s? c? ?n ar$tfa*t fa ftsrM a?t«i? am? 1 ? tataa 
?T?1 aaa a at ’fa ^?atta car err? sn^aaati?? 
atm cat 4a° s a??n? ?ta ?r?t? Fsrsrfat- 

jft % fea ji?s ?%an> ata actant ?t?t? a?] fa?i 
a^rafea art? ?tat? tarn cspra af?at«t *tf?fa 
4?^, ?ta$a<Ftf? ettat? atarft atn am*. aa* 
arfaar ??a catT>i aa»v f%a a? *f*pta ntf 
arsfT*. ?tf? a^a arfva a^a %t? art? ca ettaj* 
lata ate? at? ervr at? fm art? ca errst? 

f5rfw? <*a°'> aa* et*t? ait??!? cafe?1 t?a 
fa? - ! sftfsr? cafe?i t?n cat - <?r*t? ett® art? ca 
gprtaj ayr? ?*?*« ettatt?? atafacn 

aptai aas arf$ a«t? 4 ?f_ ny tftai srtfta ca 3 
^$t* aar’tr*' atMfta af?a«ft art? sttffcit- 
afh[ *f? aspta an s fea 4a e s rawnr 
naatnaa « fa^ytttf etfywsfat?? anrfca ^a- 
?I <«<? arm fit f%ai eerstt?? t%?r? ant?? 
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walk for pleasure. Four streets led around the city 
within the walls. On each side of the walls, at 
equal distances from each other, were twenty-five 
gates of solid brass. From these gates, on every 
side went twenty-five streets, in straight lines to 
the gates on the opposite side. Thus there were 
fifty streets, each fifteen miles long, and a hundred 
and* fifty feet broad. Twenty-five went in one 
direction, and twenty-five crossed them at right 
angles, dividing the city into 676 squares. Each 
square was two miles and a quarter in circum- 
ference. Around these squares the houses were 
built, some space apart from each other. They 
were three or four stories high, and were highly 
ornamented towards the street. The centres of 
the squares, and "the spaces between the houses, 
were occupied by courts and gardens. Thus 
the air circulated freely through every part of® 
the city, which, in that warm climate, was very 
necessary to the health and comfort of the inhabi- 
tants. The city «*f Philadelphia in "North America 
is laid out in much the same manner ; but it is tkore 
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rtftrfirctt Ftf?r ?rf% «rrf%^T mvf trr#? 

-srcarj f^5*rfafw^ nfr«r mr »ra^r ***i 

srtf^i^T 4*°\ 4* < ftrst? •rf&'r.Tfir nfr-r 
nsr c^twtc3TTf% *$31 *«ft??r st*a ftn otj^t 
f&fsra sr^rrir^r *rrry m* c3Ft*T 'S 

*r^ -*fnr afon nsm <?;f% c^z\^tp 
omltOT? nfF*r *f«r *rsmf# ♦ff’niftisnr «ffpf 

<► <k 

*ftsnr >rc 2 Sf fsf®T®r 4*°\' 

Trs^w^rf^ *rfw«i1?cfrir ^fF’f «w?r tot fsfw’ *rr- 

*rtvr? n?^?r ^Ttcs nsr^r? 

*r-5 Tt^r«f« ¥?p ti r$r$rtqT^f5 f<r«t?t ^r«r 

<$n? sffi s frsTtsi? - ^ ca'm *rf?rfsf 

n&s rrf?ttc?f ^*nr?tn ^fws ^ c^yr 

srt^ -9< 0 '. *cs<r *t*a fefsp®. 

*tl**r *rr?r ^ f%* nf? *rmj ^ 

4*<\ nt«r? >i^fsr>w <r*r wf% $nnr $t*r ‘srrfsra 

«rr?r K K*? sr*rF£TW <**n tt'* «r^r 

^c«r c^*<m %1 tr « sia c*.n ^t^trs 

^?rc?? traffic* <rr?^r *rf%mv »i ^srtrs jw* 

%gr 7f-rs» c*rr*r -s fs*rf*i?i ^ 

*m*rr«** ^Irsj wrraf*ipi effort 1 ® f*smwfg*i 

;itn *& 5^ 3 r ^ ^tf?r afl? 

e?r wti **t9* ^ f w csfis^* pr srtfRr?: 

sre; w?f*t ^ul ■srre^ jq*<* v w* ?f*r*r 

* 
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compactly built* and is so much smaller, that fori,' 
such cities as Philadelphia might stand within the 
walls of Ancient Babylon. 

A bridge was built across the river in the mid* 
die of the city. At the east end of the bridge 
was the old palace, covering four of the city 
squares. At the west end was Nebuchadnezzar’* 
new palace, which, with the courts and gardens, 
occupied nine squares. The temple of Belas stood 
near the old palace. This was probably the tower 
which the postdiluvian* began to build, one hundred 
yeSirs after the flood, intending to raise it so high os, 
if another deluge should come, to secure those who 
should shelter in it from being drowned. When 
God punished their impiety by confounding their 
language, so that*tlicy could no longer understand 
one another, they were obliged to leave the building 
unfinished. But it was subsequently completed', 
and consecrated to the worship of Bel, by some of 
the kings of Babylon, It was built of brick, and 
consistent of eight towers raised one above another* 
The lowest tower was a square of six hundred fefct 
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4*1 «rr?r*rc scsttinr etttf c?r?r swi sttfore 

•>s 

legist snrT m? T$m? mxj ststqnr srsrj 
^t*T 4* ^tv^st ^ *ftc*i ftiffa W) f5trr- 
■fw*t cr ^tc*t?r *rafftctf YtfWs *f?rtiw ^tsrrrtf 

k N 

Ftf?r K*?r ¥tsr *JTfH?o *rf?r»r f*gr sr^wspswir 
*ff*tr*ftW ^mr 4* 5T*R ^T^TtTt ftwfa 
*?ttt*re m 's ^«ut* m 

rc*?: *fsr^K nf?<n *rft*r i «mr *trm <r|w- 
rtflir Trt%«rir^ «*r *ws *tm* CT^Ht 4* w^i 
■af^fir f%n ^srgTrra «rrr? ^ffsr^rT «rt?*t<r 
srtw 5ir cm wrmzaTn c*m 
ssft* in s:? .4 srtspr snsl *msrt*;rter3r 
*rf«t*fa *m c*rr* c* ^ *rs f=rwr«i 

*firc* *Ttf?nrr1%*T c^t ft? $ cvrsftnr 
rcoos* 4 ^wrrw? irsirtf 

*nr^nnr T54 *f*r* sri *rtf?r?i tfs g^rctar^i is^r 
4 *rf%?rtw ^rrsnrsr ! ®tTftinr *rf*rs *trr?r fcr*r- 
?toj ®rarr?n ftc*T=r *t^t?i wr*r 

*?«i otw *f?niTf%*r itiscmipir? 
*-mapc5t* TTtrn* 'cwc*rj cm* TW *txi »r^ 
*f?n c * r sff*»nr ^«^'j*rt% *f*m tff- 

*N 

cn cw.4* fm *tf?fSt« wt* 
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on every side* Each successive tower was smaller 
than the one directly below it. The whole building 
was six hundred feet high. The ascent from tower 
to tower was by winding stairs on the outside of the 
building. On the top was an observatory, where 
the priests, who were the learned men of the em- 
pire, studied the courses and changes of the hea- 
venly bodies. This gave the Chaldeans great ad- 
vantages in viewing the stars and planets, and 
they began early to study astronomy. Their as- 
tronomical observations extend back*to the fifteenth 
year after the building of the tower of Babel. 

In the temple were many large rooms, with arch- 
ed roofs, supported by pillars. Most of the fur- 
niture of these rooms, such as tables, censers, cups, 

r 

&c. were of gold, and there were several large 
images of gold. One of these statues was immensely 
large, and was, perhaps, the one that Nebuchad- 
nezzar set up in the plain of Dura. The sacred 
vesseig^om the temple at Jerusalem were placed in 
*.some of these towers. The gold in this temple was 
w\ 9 rth 186 millions, or nearly 20 crores of rupees* 
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w«\ srr? taFsr*rs wtjw n? 

ttskw ■*rs *tw orflrsrH tw 'art? %<nnntc<£ 
new nftfwtn c*f$tvf% *fwi ^5p at*rw 
♦tat wi csf*T w«s new a^ ^n^tn 

n^ 1%»r i c3fjtf%aVi m nimv n«t c * r nes: ntfwi 
nr ns?gtf? T"fr w's *rar wrttw nf% fzrtx 
fn«1r 'amerce -tf^ewi ^n^ «w srfarar^ 
*te*r?r nesrj «rtr< oeft if arWe^raFl tt?i Sf^ff 
f<r?e? wf%*r?r nj«.nf% <Trt?i csffifsfwrfa^r- 
f«^ w“?i $ft?tfs*v 4 n? tnwi‘! w*i 
^re«w *t? *t#icf ?®wt?f*r wnew stwartfr 
4 ?*r JT*fa Tt?l ?Kt v fn«i? vfatf #rf4?tf%w 
'st^i *re$ n^srtn 3Ptc?r 'S *£se^e^ *m ?t?i - 
nf^c?e^5 wcn5Pten?p fam? w stt- 

fe*r 'm? e?f < ne?? »wnn ^ swisrt? 'S 
*rtn*rra t“ ! ®ift? a ?twfr a nt?*«n? mj 
*nfi? ^?c«f? cwnf# 'Q c?4tenf^r 

tsw ne*o ^if% w a* f?rw nf# «tr<s?ri cn*r 
at? ?;? n^an^? a sfwc* wi ntet? n*m£t*r 
*fire*R m At i wr? tfc fw*rmn nn?^ 
*Kt nfsscw a ?*§ ntarii? 'n*K? e i ^fwtf^arn 
'stst ’tsF»T'8 <£ new opt* ne? ?t?i cn« r 'sra^ 

nresr $ ttt? fffs fn^s 'sisfr*. 

fkH tvsn w*T ?tf*r f^r i nf^rew raft- 
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Around the temple were many courts and buildings, 
and the whole was enclosed by a wall, in which were 
several gates of brass. This wait was more than 
half a mile in length on each side* Besides the 
temple of Belus, there were several other idol 
temples in Babylon. The temple of Mylitta, or 
Venus, was much celebrated, and also the temple 
of Nebo. 

The new palace of Nebuchadnezzar stood on 
the west side of the river, next to the bridge. It 
was surrounded by three walls, one within another, 
and the buildings were ranged around several open 
courts. Nebuchadnezzar had married Amyitis, the 
daughter of Astyages, king of Media. Accustomed 

to the hills and woods of hir own country, her eye 

# 

grew weary of thexich but level plains of Babylonia. 
To gratify her, therefore, Nebuchadnezzar began to 
raise an artificial mountain by the side of bis new 
palace, and within the walls which enclosed it. It 
was made in the following manner. Strong and high 
arches were built upon the ground, surrounded by a 
thick square wall of four hundred feet in length on 
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c*r? <srtf*:rn:$ wcsneTR^ *rw •spc sttf**r *aw»s 
^•jravry 4^ tttpfa -a c * r stt^r 

tlfaftwr wSfc*ff ®nn 4*°\ stttfrr? 

ffs ¥tc?? f*rs*rs:? <F«rtT>'3 srtf^^r i 
srftsrsr Ttr®R ^zjj wtir t. srw* 

<*v 

C^fTt^T? f^?T tXt7 *WJ <5TStTt CTX7 *f#t* 

*tsrtfsrt¥T$t? 4**\ CTCTl srrsr* ^ 

cworj vfffjww X'Xfirw I 

SWhR^RT CZ X*tR Jtwztft ftwitt *Fjrtfc*R 0. 

<K v <n 

^Tt? ♦ff-FW ^HT f^S 4*«s ^fSf- 

<PT>f ^T? (7! 3JWT5 f%* 0??1 f*T?1 f^*T 

^°s ^Mnrjfips c* mwf 5^c$t«iT*f% %*r 

^>tsr? 'Q sffir® ^ *$*1 «tt- 

f^r i s^rujRW csnfr^i cwrf? tokpi Tt^tir 
srarrfs* ;rnjt <s ^wtc* f**tK 
^T«Tj5Fl«rrrfir wcfrf? sre **sr% **n 

fpf* ^<r*< ort-nr 

^T^rfsT W?i wra spftin « f*v5j cifftrt® ar»r- 

K 

l^i 4?°\ *7^1 4 ait? uqprtw J rr- 

^®sfir trtvnr rorra sr*R Tflwtft* f3r<pc^ 

4. 

4* *B*fc fsrafto «rf?f%t»rc cn 

<?■ *r •wfrfs *$*nwrpr $sj«*rt? 33**? 4T\ 

n^v WRVtww *rr*l fit^rt^r api c*m vtu 
xwgz* ^stHi 4* srrtfsr ft jd *ft«n cwrftin c^*r 
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every side. Upon this foundation was laid a floorof 

flat stones, covered with a layer of reeds, mixed with 

bitumen. Above were two rows of brick, strongly 

cemented together, and thick sheets of lead were 

fastened over the whole. Other arches were raised 

in the centre of this floor, and a similar floor, but 

much smaller, rested upon them. Another floor) 

still smaller, was raised upon the centre of this, and 

others in the same proportion above that, till the 

pile was carried up as high as the walls of the city. 

In this way broad terraces were formed on every 

side. The ascen tfrom terrace to terrace was by 

steps ten feet wide. A great quantity of earth was 

spread over all the terraces, forming a soil deep 

and strong enough to support large trees. There 

the workmen tpight be seen transplanting trees 

and shrubs, laying out flower-beds, forming shady 

bowers, and tracing winding paths around the 

gardens. Water from the Euphrates was brought 

by an aqueduct to tbe highest terrace, whence it 

was thrown out in fountains, jmd -watered: the 
« 

gardens below. 
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vn «m tctffcy? 'sfaftz’X vtfw m 

to* »m cTOyi w$~s tot ^to? ^ 
TO*nr? to*i *fan ctf* r toc«i? $to? ^*tf* ftigt^si 
f*m csfe^n tv * r ffcn to* *f??i ara?i cm 

to? TOt*!? ^to? ?t* f ssyt? *r?t 
sfatt* c?m tocTO? jft»rr? tos ^ tt?i jjfsm W 
yt*t om TO*m to*r 5 p ^5 cs*jt? $to? ^3^? 
*fir?i tot*. w5tj farm* fsrwt*t c*m f*«t? 
cafanrtT $to? «mn ^ 3 ?? wt? mrt? 
fam* tfm* <?m «waiw F 5 f*ctt? ttmj mm 
^TOfjnfy toi? ;r*ryy mft? to? <pf??i *ff<5^5 
*$n 1 « °\ 5 t?K \ * fyn fc^wnraf *«r to* 
cJtn 4 * mm cmm* f**fr« *?n c?m m? stfm 

?TO*T? ^TOyre 3?? « CTTTO'lTTOj^rf ttsf? 

* fim fans? wr* csm 1 ytytra m«rft* 
\* «*rrf* c?tto» # *#to? yfamm *m* « 
yrn as wtpf ^tm* j« $*jt* c* 5 &*m?T 

*y»r mmmn *r*t *ry$ *??4 ^nft *t*i tmt? 
w <*?« $*js TOsmtc** **f*tf? ont*^ 

yfr re f g n my ttogfr **1? ®m to** mr*mi f*?t 
$*fy* mm ,^*t TOsfrs'Q m** *t?n cn 
^tfm* 4¥ frcmr **r *t?i $*St? *m** £tf*« 
*ffftt $*Jt* TOT* 1*51 *1*51 

yvtft ws« smcmw ryi mir *1tm 1 
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The melting of the snows in the mountains of 
Armenia, where the Euphrates rose, caused that 
river annually to overflow its banks during the sum- 
mer* To prevent this, Nebuchadnezzar ordered two 
canals to be dug, at some distance above Babylon, 
from the Euphrates to the Tigris, so that part of 
the water might be carried into the Tigris* He 
also built within the city, along the banks of the 
river, thick and high walls, with brazen gates at 
the end of all the streets that led to the river. 
From these gates were steps leading down to the 
rivei^where boats were waiting to carry over any 
of the inhabitants who did not choose to go 
round by the bridge. These walls could not be 
conveniently built from the ^bottom of the river, 
without turning the, water out of its usual channel. 
So Nebuchadnezzar made a great lake west of tl*e 
city, then dug a canal from the river to the lake, 
and turned all the waters of the river into the lake* 

* 4 

By this means the bed of the river being laid dry, the 

workmen were enabled readily to build the required 

* 

wall. The lake is said to have been one hundred- 
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c? eirr? *Pffrcmf?r cn ci stf%- 

7«.jfc? stlttu i? stttre 

tt^gs ^ Hit %$?r1 it «TTC? ^fsttlS 

ihji xt?1 itr? h<wi§f? Ttf^P 

^N. '** 

sr^SfTii fa?t?«iiz*f iff? itr$ fafit* 
tt^t iit «ttf*?n ^If^pr lit '$fa? witt 

■tfJR ¥t?i *1*111? ttfS JP|?r5 WfWt ffc*R Elit- 
e's tWt iff? ®*t ism iwm itucs 
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and sixty miles in circumference. It is not cer- 
tain that Nebuchadnezzar himself finished all 
these works. It is probable that some of them 
were subsequently completed by Nitoeris his son’s 
wife. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the great Tree . 

Soon after Nebuchadnezzar’s last return to 
Babylon he had a dream which was so remarkable 
as to give him great anxiety. He dreamed that 
he saw a tree spring out of the ground, and gra- 
dually rise and spread, till its top reached to hea- 
ven, and its branches extended to the ends of the 

*■ 

earth. It darkened the sky, and overshadowed the 
world. It was cohered with verdant and beautiful 
leaves, and tempting fruit. All the birds of the 
air nestled in its branches, all the beasts of the 
earth drew together under its shadow $ every liv- 
ing thing received nourishment from it* As Ne- 
buchadnezzar ga^ed upon the tree, a holy angel 
came down from heaven, bright and JieautifuL, 
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but with a countenance and air of stern authority. 
He called aloud, and said, * Hew down the tree, 
and cut off its branches, shake off its leaves, and 
scatter its fruit : let the beasts get away from un- 
der it, and the fowls from its branches. Never- 
theless, leave the stump of its roots in the earth 
even as if surrounded by a band of iron and brass, 
being overgrown with grass and wet with the 
dews of heaven. ” There was then a change in 
the dream, and the angel, instead of speaking of 
the tree, seemed to be speaking of a man. For he 
continued his command in the following terms — 
“ Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let a 
beast’s heart be given unto him $ and let seven times 

pass over him. This mattJr is by the decree of 

% 

the Watchers, andthe qomtnand by the word of the 
Holy Ones ; to the intent that the living may know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth 
up over it even the basest of men/’ 

Nebuchadnezzar sent for all the wise men of Baby- 
lon to interpret the foregoing dream, and tjjbey came 
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from the temples of the gods, ami from the chambers 
where they pursued their studies, to attend upon the 
commands of their king* He related his dream, but 
they stood looking upon one another in perplexity ; 
for they could not explain it. At last, a messenger 
was sent for Daniel, who had been called Belte- 
shazzar, after the name of the god Bel. As soon as 
he heard the king’s command, he entered the hall of 
audience, and stood before the throne of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. Daniel was then more than fifty years 
old. He wore the dress of one of the princes of the 
ertfpire, probably a richly embroidered robe. Long 
attention to the affairs of government had given a 
cast of gravity and thoughtfulness to his brow, but 

c 

his piety and benevolence threw over hist counto- 

% 

nance an expression of sweet and holy calmness. 
His health and cheerfulness had been preserved by 
his temperate habits ; and as he had lived from his 
youth at the court of the greatest monarch in the 
world, his manners had become dignified and com- 
manding. Bending low before the king, he stood 
waiting for his orders. Nebuchadnezzmf addressed 
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him, in these words ; w O Belteshazzar, mastemf the 
magicians, because I know that the spirit of the Holy 
Gods is in thee, and that no secret troubleth thee, 
tell me the visions of my dream that I have seen, 
and the interpretation thereof,” He then related 
his dream, and said, “ This dream I king Nebuchad- 
nezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, de- 
clare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all 
the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make 
known unto me the interpretation ; but thou art 
able ; for the spirit of the Holy Gods is in thee,” 
WhenDaniel heard Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, and 
was enabled by God to understand its meaning, he 
was astonished and distressed. For Nebuchadnezzar 
had been his friend and ben f efhctor; had given him 

c 

both wealth and honours $ and bad shown the utmost 
confidence in his wisdom and faithfulness, by raising 
him to the highest station in the provinceof Babylon. 
And how could he now declare to a king, who had 
been so kind to him, and wf*om he too undoubtedly 
loved, that God was about to send <apon him such 
terrible judgments? He stood in silent consjernation 3 
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until at last Nebuchadnezzar encouraged him to 
deliver the message of God, without fear or anxiety. 
Before Daniel began to interpret the dream, he, with 
much courtesy and affection, expressed the wish" that 
the evils threatened by it might fall on the enemies of 
the king, and not upon himself.” He then faithfully 
declared the true meaning of the dream. The tree 
represented Nebuchadnezzar, who had risen high 
above all the kings of the earth, and had extended 
his government over most of those parts of the world 
which were then inhabited and civilized. The 
sentence pronounced by the angel signified that 
Nebuchadnezzar should be driven from men, and 
dwell with the beasts of the field, and eat grass 
like oxen, and be wet with the dews of heaven, 
until seven years had passed over him. The stump 
of the tree, left in the earth showed that the king- 
dom should be kept for Nebuchadnezzar, and again 
restored to him when be* should have learned that 
M the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will.” With the affection 
of a faithful subject, and the gravity of fa prpphet 
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of God, Daniel finally entreated the king to 
a break off his sins by righteousness, and his ini- 
quities by showing mercy to the poor ; that 
might be a lengthening of his tranquillity.” 

Nebuchadnezzar could not have heard this 
dreadful sentence without much alarm. But there 
were many things in his situation to make him 
forget it. An emperor over so many countries 
would be much occupied with business. All the 
affairs of these countries required attention ; and 
though much could be done by others, yet an 
active, watchful king, like Nebuchadnezzar, wo*nld 
choose to superintend the whole himself. Besides 
this, he was then engaged in repairing and orna- 

t 

menting the city of Babylon. He was surrounded 

ft 

also by a multitude of courtiers, who prostrated 
themselves on the earth whenever they came into 
his presence, and used the most flattering language 
when they spoke to him. At home he was celebrated 
for bisj&ill in government ; abroad, all nations trem- 
bl edict his courage and success in wtfr. Probably, too, 
thaoy of his leisure hours were given ffc domestic 
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enjoyments, to the shows and sports, the pleasures 
and luxuries of his palace, and to the worship of his 
idols. Amid these various engagements, it is not 
strange that the dream should have passed away from 
his mind, and that his heart should have been puffed 
up with pride and vanity. Yet I cannot help thinking 
that sometimes, when he awoke at midnight, he 
would seem to hear the voice of the prophet warning 
him to repent of his sins, and humble himself before 
God, that he might escape the evils which had been 
threatened. 



CHAPTER IX. 

t 

Daniel* s employments — His walks in ike city of Babylon . 

t 

Daniel remained prime minister at Babylon, 
and was much favoured by the king, but it is not 
probable that he associated any oftener than 
was necessary, with the gay parties at court. 
He would not like to be present at their feasts, 
since he neither ate meat, nor drank wine. It 
would give hyn much pain to 'see others eat 
meat that had been offered to idols, < and* pour 
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out libations, or bowls of wine, in honour of the 
god Bel, Much, too, of his time was given to the 
business of his station, and much of it was spent i*. 
prayer to God, praise and religious meditation. 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were his parti- 
cular friends. There were, besides, many other 
Jews in Babylon, of high rank and, perhaps, of much 
wealth. Daniel was probably intimate with them, 
and often visited at their houses. Though in the 
mid^tof the luxuries of Babylon, the thoughts and 
Conversation of these pious persons often naturally 
turned to their desolate country and ruined temple. 
They would talk of the true God, of his law and 
worship} would practise manyof tfie Jewish customs 

t 

to which they were much attached, and sing 
the sacred “ songs of Zion, though in a strange 
land/' In the intercourse of Daniel with the other 
princes of the house of David, and with the priests 
and leading men among the Jews, plans would be 
formed for the relief of their captive brethren, 
Perhaps he corresponded also "wUfc'SBdriel, at the 
Colony on the river Chebar, and with others hi differ* 
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eot parts of the empire. In this way he could send 
advice and aid to all the colonies of Jews and Is*, 
raelites. His influence at the court would often emv 
ble him to protect them from injury ; in consequence 
of which they would be willing to listen to him when 
he urged them to continue in the worship of the true 
God, without being tempted to idolatry -by the ex- 
ample of the heathen who were all around them. 

When wearied with the cares of business, Daniel 
sometimes, doubtless, refreshed himself by taking a 
walk in the beautiful streets of Babylon. In those 
which lay along the banks of the river, and especially 
at the gates that led down to the wharves, there was 
ever much bustle and confusion, arising from the con. 
tinual passing and repassing of people of all classes 
in pursuit of their several 'objects. Many vessels 

were at the different wharves, which came down the 
Euphrates and Tigris, laden with the productions of 
the billy countries above Babylon- Ships were also 
frequently sHfriving, through the Persian Gulf, from 
tbeahore**f India, or Afriea, or Arabia. While many 
labourers, were employed in unloading tbete vessels; 
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it was necessary for the owners to stand by and see 
that the burdens were carried safely to their store- 
houses 5 for they consisted of very valuable article?' 
such as gold and silver, and precious stones, spice9 
and pearls, sweet gums, and fragrant and beautiful 
woods. Thecotton cloths and fine linensfrom Egypt, 
were sent to warehouses, where they were embroi- 
dered and m|de up into rich garments. Many of the 
articles were arranged in various shops for sale, and 
were bought hy the inhabitants to ornament their 
persous or houses, or as offerings to their idols. The 
spices and gums were used, probably, in preparing 
their food, in perfumes, and in medicines for the 
sick. In one part of the city wdre the workshops 
oftnechanics. There arose the sound of the axe, the 
saw, and the hammer; many quick voices were heard, 
and many busy hands were at work. But those 
streets where the dwelling houses of the inhabitants 
Were situated, must have been the most delightful. 
The houses were separated by small distances, and 
standing in the midst of gardens planted with trees 
and shrubberies) So that on looking down; one 
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of those streets, it must have appeared like *» 
avenue of shade, many miles in length. It might 
seem that the owners of these splendid houstr 
must have spent their time in constant pleasure, 
joining with their friends in the feast, the song, 
and the dance; or walking amidst their richly 
cultivated fields and gardens; or sitting, in the 
heat of the day, by shady fountains, which threw 
up columns of water several feet into the air, giving 
a refreshing coolness to all around. But no — even 
here sickness would often come, hastened, perhaps, 
by ‘the luxuries and wickednesSof the people. It is 
supposed that there were no regular physicians in 
Babylon ; for the inhabitants tised to place their 
sick friends without the doors of their houses, hop- 
ing that some person passing by would stop and pre- 
scribe for them. It is probable that Daniel, in his 
walks, often saw such sick persons, lying on beds 
or sofas, in the marble porticoes, or under some 
spreading tree. And as he had taken pains to. acquire 
wisdom wad knowledge on all useful subjects, it 
wwuld be strange if he knew nothing df medicine, 
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and was not sometimes able to prescribe for anti 
relieve the suffering patients. 

From the centre of the city towards the walls, th#* 

* 

houses became more and more scattered. Close to 
the walls, the squares were taken tip with cultivated 
fields, and pasturage for cattle and sheep. No build- 
ings were to be seen, unless it were here and there a 
farm-house, or acottage for shepherds. Here was the 
retirement of the country. Husbandmen were here 
seen sowing their seed in autumn; in harvest-time 
cutting down the tall millet, and sesame, as well as the 
whe&t and barley. In the early part of autumn they 
climbed the tall palm trees to gather the dates, which 
grew in clusters under the leaved. Some of these 

were eaten fresh, others were preserved by pressing 

« 

and drying, and wine was nlade from the remainder. 



CHAPTER X. 

Description of the hanging gardens— Nebuchadnezzar 
becomes deranged. 

On a day, just a year after Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream of the great tree, he left his apartments in 
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the palace, to enjoy the air and pleasant prospects 
around. If was, perhaps, just as the sun was sink, 
ing low in the west, and the cool winds were be- 
ginning to blow; for in the southern parts of Asia, 
as well as in other warm climates, it is customary 
for people to keep within during the heat of the day, 
and to walk abroad only towards evening. We may 
suppose that the king walked towards the hanging 
gardens, which he had made to gratify his queen. 
These gardens were so called because, to persons 
standing at a distance, who didnot perceive the lower 
terraces, they seemed to be suspended in the air ; 
but to any one who stood at the foot of them, they 
appeared like a high mount covered with trees and 
flowers* This mount Was three hundred and fiftv 
feet in height, or as high as the walls of the city, 
and much higher than our tallest steeples. Beau- 
tiftil gardens and pleasure grounds were laid out over 
all the .graces. The soil was deep and rich enough . 
to support the largest trees, many of which were 

I , 

planted in different parts of the gardens ; in some 
ptaces scattered about, in othprs standing in groups, 
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and in others again forming shady walks and bowers. 
Very many of the large trees, in those warm coun* 
tries, are loaded with delicate blossoms. As Nebu* 
chadnezzar passed through the alleys of his gardens, 
and ascended the steps that led from terrace to 
terrace, a delightful fragrance doubtless came to him 
from the multitude of flowers and spicy shrubs that 
were growing on every side. 

Chaldea was a very fertile country, and undoubt- 
edly abounded in fruits and flowers. These, of 
course, were planted in the hanging gardens ; and* 
asjJebuchadnezzar ruled over mo^t of the countries 
in the southern parts of Asia and the northern parts 
of Africa, where the heat of the sttn brings plants to 

their greatest perfection, it is probable that many of 

« 

the fruits and flowers froin those regions also were 
collected together within the gardens of the palace. 
Thus might the orange from India mingle its white 
blossoms witjl the scarlet flower of the pomegra- 
nate, or the purple clusters of the Persian lilac. 

The walls which supported the terraces dividing 
each successively from the one below it/ were con* 




169 



* wt?t? m Tsixtust fir*i *tr*T3 

apffaar 3rt^ e’sttf *n an^sr art? 4 orm 
a^sns grtate ?* «t1% ^sra? <3 
f?f*rt> arrr^ arsdi? Same*? ^ 

app? **f«r ffai sfarcav ?f%?T?Tsv ffssrKt 
sprnr vzirsj m wm ^rifars 

<? ?t? ct« *f?r® 

<K. 

fe*R| 

arspprt cp > r cat car antil $wt artarftWP irj 
arf3»Hr ^st? ?«*? &$ arTC^ 

art? ?r%a wrsrj c«t f*r ?? few 

K <K * * ^ 

artf-lTf? wfeciftm 'Q m r i£*H twtwc^srfira 
*? 0 ' wr?^ car *r**r c?c*r 

arfw? wt^nT Jtt-n far* 

a*r ■« appnr qrt*H *?7 fsmr*a®r czzx- 
c? at^ar Cift’T CM -rtTStft C? arf% qrt^ 
tt^S* awtc^spl wtf arfTTT* WtCW frc- 

^rrc srrsnrsF artft*. *msrt ?cv? c*s<r«f 

W£*T jq?» s ^T?f? (Tf’?SFt«TaT <tf 
CStffrSI ?3ff?f*r^ Wf^'far? 9&f?t9t4£ 4<r°\ 
'Stf*T*l Ttf*? ?%wt?*r $ $*fJTC*? 

wc*t? <ftR arax^ ^??n irf-rV i 
arr? sd% Fror*nr <*nffip5 ,c* trrft? c»r$ 
lUMfWTft mi ?5W? *»Wrc| 




170 

venient for training vines and plants that require 
support. All that region abounds in roses of every 
variety of colour, and of the most delicious frugran##. 
These, with many beautiful species of creeping or 
twiuing plants, might easily be made to cover the 
brick walls, and connect, together the whole pile 
of terraces, so as to make it appear like a pyramid 
of* verdure and bloom. In sunny spots upon the 
several terraces, you might see orchards loaded with 
tempting fruit ; such as the peach, of a large size 
and delicious flavour; the plum, the nectarine, and 
the* almond; as also the citron of an oval form and 
a bright yellow, which had been compared by king 
Solomon to “ apples of gold.” Th'e mandrake, as well 
as the different kinds of melons, rested its fruit upon 

4 

the ground. Every wheVe the earth was carpeted 

with flowers, some of them sprinkled in the thick 

turf at the foot of the groves, and others arranged 

in borders and flower-beds, sending up clouds of 

fragraltopfc, and displaying all the brilliant colours 

of the rainbow* There the bees loaded themselves 
« 

with honey to carry to their hives, and? the gutter* 
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flies expanded their beautiful wings. Birds of the 
most brilliant plumage were building their nests 
in the trees, or pouring forth sweet songs among; 
the branches ; for that part of the world is the native 
country of the peacock, the pheasant, the bird of 
paradise, and the nightingale. 

Water was conveyed in pipes from the river to the 
highest terrace, where it was thrown out in fountains 
into a reservoir; from thence it was distributed, 
probably in artificial showers, over all the gardens* 

We may suppose that Nebuchadnezzar was walk* 
ing en the uppermost terrace of his gardens, and 
looking down upon Babylon. From so great a height 
he could see the whole city, extending many miles on 
every side; though, as it layln far beneath him, every 
objec{ appeared greatly reduced in size. The broad 
streets that separated the squares looked like the 
gravel walks that are laid out over a large garden, and 
the people who were passing through them, pursuing 
their business or their pleasures, resembled so many 
children, engaged in the sports or 'following the. 
occupations belonging to infancy and childhood. 
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The houses were enclosed and overhung by beau- 
tiful trees, richer in foliage and flowers than the in- 
habitants of northern countries can easily imagine. 
Some of the most common of these were palms, which 
often rose to the height of one hundred feet, supply- 
ing the Babylonians with dates and a peculiar wine. 
Directly at the foot of the hanging gardens lay 

exposed to the view of the observer from above, 
* 

the mew palace, with its marble courts, and splendid 
arches, and beautiful porticoes. On the opposite 
side df the river appeared the old palace; a little 
beyoyd that the temple of Bel rose six hundred feet 
into the air. This tower, and the courts and build- 
ings around it, were ever throngec| with priests and 
wise men, who were engaged in offering sacrifices 
to the idol, or in pursuing tljeii* various studies. The 
river Euphrates rolled through the middle of the 
city, reflecting from its smooth and glassy surface 

the shadows of the walls, and towers, and brazen 

* * ■» 

gates that lined its shores. Many boats and vessels 
of various sizes were sailing upon its waters. These 
were commonly 6f a circular figure, am| covered 
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with skins of animals. The sailors forced them 

through the water with long oars or poles. The 

bridge too, that was built over the river, was pro r 

bably then crowded with passengers, returning to 

their homes after the business of the day, or passing 

to the scenes of their evening^ amusement. Here and 

there, in different parts of the city, were the towers 

of .heathen temples, where wicked and abominable 

acts of worship were performed in honour of their 

false gods. Far in the distance, on the borders of 
* 

the city, though still within the walls, was a beau- 
tiful'open country, full of groves, and pastures, and 
cultivated fields. There the millet and sesame 
grew luxuriantly. The former wus a coarse grain, 
and from the latter an oil was obtained, which was 

4 

used by the Babylonian's instead of olive-oil. 
Wheat and barley of a gigantic size, the leaves of 
which were four fingers broad, or broader than 
the leaves of Indian corn, were, waving in the 
fields. Upon the walls, it is probable that many 
soldiers were stationed, and chariofs and horse* 
inea passing to and fro. Northward of the ( city 
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was the river Euphrates bordered with willows ; and 
the emails that connected it with the Tigris, with 
the broad hike already mentioned, on the west. 

As Nebuchadnezzar looked around this great 
city, which he had done so much to ornament and 
strengthen, and considered how well fitted, in all 
respects, it was to be the capital of his great em- 
pire, his heart filled with pride and vanity. His 
* 

wars were now all terminated ; his kingdom was 
extended as far as he could desire; he had no rival 
in the world. But instead of ascribing his success to 
Jehovah, whom he himself had acknowledged to be 
a “ God of gods, and a Lord of kings,” Nebuchad- 
nezzar took all the credit to hiofsclf of the great 

* 

victories he had obtained, and the many and splen- 
did works he had completed. He said to himself, 
“ Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the 
house of the kingdom, by the might of my power, 
and for the honour of my majesty ?” While the word . 
was yet in the king’s mouth, there came a voice 
from heaven, saying , 44 O king Nebuchadnezzar, to 
thee it is spoken ; the kingdom is departed from 
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thee ! And they shall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field; 
they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, arjfl 
seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know^ 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomsoever He will.” 

The punishment of his pride and impiety, which 
had 'been threatened a year before, was then instantly 
executed. Alarmed and agitated by the dreadful 
sentence which an invisible being had, at that mo- 
ment, pronounced upon him, and by its resemblance 
to Daniel’s interpretation of his dream, his reason 
left birn. God sent upon him a peculiar kind of 
derangement of mind; possibly that disease in which 
the patient supposes himself to be some animal, and 
imitates its actions. So Nebuchadnezzar apparently 
thought himself an ox ; and though his friends 
would undoubtedly place him under the care of 
keepers, yet he escaped and fled into the fields. 
There he lived upon grass and raw vegetables, 
and remained in the open air, exposed to the sun, 
and dew, and rain, “ till his hair grew like an eagle’s 
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feathers, and his nails like bird's claws/' and he 
became more like a brute than a man. What a 
change from being the greatest king, and one of the 
most learned, refined, and sensible men in the 
world! Truly, as the Scripture declares, Cf pride 
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit 
before a full/ 1 

The counsellors of Nebuchadnezzar must have 
been in great dismay at his sudden insanity. But 

Daniel, w ho was one of them, and who had inter- 

« 

preted the king’s dream of the great tree, knew 
that his reason would be restored in seven years. 
Daniel w ould therefore persuade the other princes 
of the empire to appoint some* person to govern 
instead of Nebuchadnezzar, till he should recover 
from his derangement. ' This kind of government 
is now called a regency. Evil-Merodaeh, the son 
' of Nebuchadnezzar, and the heir to the crown, was 
appointed regent. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Nebuchadnezzar* s recovery and proclamation respecting the 
# true God and his providence — His death — History of 
Babylon under several of his successors . 

At the end of seven years Nebuchadnezzar's 
reason returned. He one day, under the divine in- 
fluence, suddenly raised himself from the ground 
where he had so long mingled with the oxen, 
chewing the cud like them, and looked up to the 
heavens and abroad upon the earth with the return- 
ing thought and feelings of an intelligent being. 

He was of course soon restored to the government 

< 

of his kingdom, and became a worshipper of the 

« 

true God. But I will relate his views and feelings 
in his own language. 

It was not long after he thus agaiit ascended the 
throne, that he sent out a proclamation to all the 
people in his extensive dominions, giving an account 
of the wonderful tilings that had happened to him. 

It began thus— “Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all 
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people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 
earth ; Peace be multiplied unto you. I thought it 
good to show the signs and wonders that the hirrh 
God hath wrought toward me. How great are his 
signs ! and how mighty are his wonders ! his king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is 
from generation to generation/’ Then after relating 
his dream, with the interpretation of it by Daniel, 
and the dreadful punishment God had inflicted upon 
him for his pride, lie concluded in these words : 
“ And at the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, 
lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine under- 
standing suddenly returned unto me, and I blessed 

the Most High, and I praised a*hd honoured Him 

< 

that liveth for ever, whose dominion ban everlast- 
ing dominion, and his kingdom from generation 
to generation. Before Him all the inhabitants of 
the earth are reputed as nothing ;®and He doeth 
according to his will in the army of heaven, and 

among the inhabitants of the earth ; and none can 

/ 

, stay hb hand, or say unto Him, what doest thou ? 
At the same time my reason re turned uuto me j and 
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for the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and 
brightness returned unto me; and my counsellors 
and my lords sought unto me; and I was established 
in rny kingdom, and excellent majesty was added 
unto me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, and 
extol, and honour, the King of heaven, all whose 
works are truth, and his ways judgment ; and who 
is able to aba«e those that walk in pride/’ 

This proclamation shows that a great change had 
taken place h\ the character of Nebuchadnezzar, 
Before his derangement he was filled with pride 
and self-conceit, saying within himself, ic Is not 
this great Babylon which I have built, &c„?” Now 
he submits humbly to the punishment of his sins, and 

t 

praises and exalts that God, “ who is able to abase 
those that walk in pride/' Formerly, he was an 
idolater, and having gathered together all the great 
men of his dominions, commanded them, under 
penalty of death, to worship a golden image which 
he had caused to be formed. Now, bis heart seem a 
overflowing with love and reverence for “ the God of 
heaven, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
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and his kingdom from generation to generation/* 
How was this? by what means was so great a change 
wrought iu the feelings of the mighty king of Bn- 
byion ? I believe it was the Holy Spirit of God, 
whose operation on his mind and heart led him to see 
his sinfulness, to renounce his former idolatry and 
pride, and to love and obey, in humility, reverence 
and thankfulness, the only true God. For God\s 
providence often thus sends afflictions upon men in 
order to bring^iem to consideration and repentance. 

Nebuchadnezzar was thus restored to his king- 
dom, which was more magnificent and prosperous 
than ever* It is probable he governed his people 
more wisely and justly, more n^eekly and kindly 
than he had before done. *lt is even said, by some 

t 

ancient historians, that Evll-Merodach, his son, not 
having ruled well during his regency, his father 
immediately on his recovery most justly punished 
him by casting him into prison. Jt is supposed that 
he was c#$fined in the same prison with Jehoiachin, 
the captive king of Judah, who had been imprisoned 

i 

for about thirty-six years. 
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Nebuchadnezzar lived but one year after his 
recovery. He died in the forty-third or forty-fourth 
year of his reign. Evil-Merodach was his succes- 
sor 5 who, soon after he was made king, began to 
show kindness to Jeboiachiu, the captive king of 
Judah, with whom he had probably become ac- 
quainted and lie Id long intercourse in prison. He 
gave him his liberty, and invited him to eat every 
day at his own table ; ami though there were many 
captive kings at Babylon, who had been brought 
thither by Nebuchadnezzar after his conquests, 

1 Jthoinchin was more noticed and favoured by 
Evil-Merodach Utah any of them. It is supposed 
that Jchoiaehiti did not live lotfg after this great 

i 

improvement in his condition. 

« 

Evil-Merodach was a * very wicked king. He 

reigned but two years, and was then murdered by 

Neiiglhsar, his sister's husband, who thereupon 

ascended the vacant throne. 

The Modes and Persians were at that time beeom- 

/ 

lag powerful, and they had been someway or othe r 

# > , 

offended by Evil-Merodach. Neriglissar collected 
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together his armies in order to fight against them. 
But Cy ax ares, king of Media, sent to Persia for his 
nephew Cyrus to come and assist him in the war. 

Cyrus came aecordingly,conquered the Babylonians, 

% 

and killed their king in the fourth year of his 
reign. Laboroso-archod, the son of Neriglissar, 
was the next king. He was so vicious and cruel, 
that some of his subjects put him to death when 
he had reigned but nine months. His successor 
was Nabomidius, or Belshazzar. Belshazzar was 
the son of Evil-Merodach, and grandson of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. His mother Nitocris was alive, and 
was a woman of great talent and energy. She is 
said to have caused many fine buildings to be raised 
in Babylon, and to have managed public affairs with 
much discretion, while her son,, who was a weak 
and worthless prince, spent his time in effeminate 
pleasures. It is probable that Daniel remained 
high .in, pffice at the court of Babylon under all 
those successive monarchs. 
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CHAPTER XJI. 

Daniel's prophetical visions. 

In the first year of. Belshazzar’s reign, Daniel 
had a prophetical dream. God showed him certain 
things in this dream, which were designed to re- 
present future events. It was not explained to 
Daniel exactly what these events would be, but they 
were described to him by means of figures, or 
symbols, which were but partially explained; so that 
people might understand them only when the events 
should have taken place, and then see that a 
prophecy had been fulfilled. 

Daniel dreamed that he saw u four beasts rise out 

of the sea.” These beasts, he was told, represented 

* 

u four empires; the Babylonian, the united Median 

« 

and Persian, the Grecian, and the Roman the last 
of which, it was shewn, would be conquered and 
divided into ten kingdoms, and another power 
thence arise, which is supposed to mean the dominion 
of the Pope of Rome. These events all happened 
many centuries ago* 

The city of Shushan was in the province of 
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Elam, on the banks of the river Ulai. It was two 
hundred and fifty-two miles east of Babylon. Da- 
niei was sent there to attend to some public busi- 
ness. Perhaps he was governor of the province of 
Elam, which was then a part of the Babylonian 
empire, though it shortly afterwards was joined to 
Persia* It is saiifcthat Daniel built a large and 
beautiful palace in Shushan, in which he resided. 

Here, on the banks of the Ulai, in the third year 
of king Belshazzar’s reign, the Prophet had another 
vision. The Spirit of God, in a peculiar manner, 
drew away his attention from external objects, and 
fastened it upon a sort of moving picture, which was 
brought before his mind. “ A ram with two horns 
appeared by the river, pushing eastward, and 
northward, and southward, and no beast could 
stand before it. Soon a goat, with one horn be- 
tween its eyes, seemed to come from the west, so 
rapidly that he touched not tbe ground ; and he 
ran upon the ram, broke his horns, threw him down 
upon the earth, and stamped upon him, and over- 
came him. Then the goat became strong and 
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powerful ; but in a short time the great horn was 

broken, and four others came up in its place. Out 

of one of these sprang a little horn, which increased 

£ 

till it was very great, when it cast down the stars 
of heaven, and destroyed the temple of God, and 
took away the daily sacrifice from the altar/' 
Daniel saw this vision, but did not understand it. 
While, in great perplexity, he sought to discover 
its meaning, he saw before him “the appearance as 
of a i$an, and heard a man’s voice from between the 
banks of the river Ulai, calling to the angel Gabriel, 

t 

and commanding him to explain the vision/’ 

As Gabriel came near, Daniel was much alarm- 
ed, and fell on his face ; and when the angel spoke 

to him, he was so overcome by the wonderful 

* 

things he had seen, and by the presence of angelic 
beings, that he fell as into a deep sleep. But the 
angel touched him, and raised him up, and told him 
the meaning of the vision. The ram was tbe-Per- 
sian empire, which would shortly destroy the Ba- 
bylonian. Its two horns were the two kingdoms of 

t 

Media and Persia, that were, as we know, united 
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together under Cyrus. The goat was an emblem 
of the Macedonian, or Grecian empire; and the horn 
between its eyes was figurative of a future king of 

ft 

Macedon, Alexander the Great so distinguished, 

who should break up and put an end to the Medo- 

Persian empire. Alexander, it was further declared, 

would die young, and then his empire would be 

divided into four smaller kingdoms, under so many 

of his principal Generals, The precise meaning 

of the little horn was not so clearly explained, 
« 

but it is supposed, on good grounds, to have a 
reference to the Romans, 

At the time when Daniel saw this vision, the city 
and temple of Jerusalem were in' ruins ; but it was 
therein shewn him that they should shortly be rebuilt, 
and would remain during the successive Medo- 
Persian and Grecian monarchies. Then, after many 
years, the Romans would become a great people, and 
conquer nearly all the civilized countries of the 
world. It was also foretold that they would fight 
against Jerusalem and destroy it, and burn the second 
temple, and take away the daily sacrificfe from the 
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altar, and scatter the Jews over every part of the 
earth. Daniel was so much agitated on receiving 
such stupendous revelations from God respecting 
future times and by the knowledge of the severe 
afflictions that were coming upon his people and the 
world, that ‘Ike fainted, and was sick several days/" 
At last, however, his habitual composure returned, 
and he arose and attended to the king's business, 
in the department with which he was entrusted. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

i 

Preparations for the conquest of Babylon. 

Th« time was now drawing oear when Babylon 
must be destroyed. The ^ews knew it, for it had 
been very plainly predicted by their prophets. 
They also knew that very soon after the conquest 
of Babylon, they should themselves be restored 
to their own country and dwell there in peace as 
before. They earnestly longed for the appointed 
time to arrive, fur many of them were severely op- 
pressed and much insulted by the Babylonians. They 
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could not, moreover, worship God, according to the 
forms of their religion, while away from Jerusalem; 
and this was a cause of deep sorrow to them. 

It may probably have been about this time that 
a group of captive Jews, probably Levites, was one 
day seated by one of the rivers of Babylon, under 
the willows, whose long branches hung flown into 
the water, enjoying the air and shade. Their 
harps, upon which, in former days, and in their 
native land, they had so often played triumphant 
and sacred songs, to the praise of their God, were 
now useless. They hung them upon the trees ; and 
while the wind, passing over the chords, made 
melancholy music, they talked oi their former happy 
days at Jerusalem which were thereby brought to 
mind. At the recollection of their ruined temple, 
and deserted homes, and murdered relatives and 
friends, they wept, A party of haughty Babylonians 
were passing at the instant, and said to the Levites, 
n a taunting manner, M Sing us one of the songs 
of Zion /* 1 They mournfully replied, "How* shall 
we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?” and 
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then feelingly exclaimed one and all, ** If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her 
cunning ; If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth 5 if I prefer not 
Jerusalem above inv chief joy S' 

God never wants suitable instruments for the 
accomplishment of his will. When therefore he 
hatl determined to punish the Jews /or their oft- 
repeated idolatry ami disobedience to his commands, 
he raised up Nebuchadnezzar to carry them into 
captivity in a foreign land; and now again, when the 
time of their release drew near, he raised up Cyrus, 
in like manner, to set them at liberty. The prophet 
Isaiah had foretold, nearly tvVo hundred years 
before, that a person of this name should restore 

c 

his captive countrymen to their native land, which 

prophetic announcement was thus accomplished. 

Cyrus was the sop of Cambyses, king of Persia, 

* . • > 
by Mandate, daughter of A sty ages, and sister of 

Cyaxares,both kingsof Media. He was also distantly 

related to Belshazzar the then king of Babylon. He 

had been from a child of temperate, regular, and 
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industrious habits, which were common amotag the 
Persians of that period, although after tbfir con-* 
quests, from the very great influx of wealth, ti;ey 
became, «as usually happens, exceedingly proud, 
relaxed, indolent and luxurious. 

CyVus was now appointed general of the united 
Median and Persian troops, and spent many years 
in preparing for the couquest of Babylon. He first 
inarched into the neighbourhood with his army, and 
by his prudence and address, contrived to draw off 
many of the allies of the Babylonians to his own 
party. He next subdued the adjacent country of 
Armenia, and entering Asia Minor, fought and 
conquered Croesus, the rich king of Lydia, who 

was a friend and ally of Belshazzar ; and finally he 

f * 

became master of all western Asia, except only the 
city and country of Babylon. 

Wt len he had thus subdued all those kingdoms 
that w>uld possibly afford any effectual aid to the 
Babylonians, in resistance to his premeditated attack, 
lie then inarched into Chaldea/ Large additions had 
abw been made to his army from the soldiers of the 
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different nations that he had previously conquered. 
So it had been distinctly predicted by the ^vo pro- 
phets, Isaiah and Jeremiah, that a great variety of 
people should come together to fight against Babylon, 
led on by the Median and Persian armies. Thus God 
had said, by the prophet Isaiah, when speaking of the 
Babylonian*, (ch. xiii. 17 ) “ Behold I will stir up 
theMedes against them.” — (ch, xxi. 2.) Go up, O 
Elam ; besiege, O Media.”-— (ch, xiii. 4, 50 “The 

noise of a multitude in the mountains, like as of a 
< 

great people ; a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms 
of nations gathered together : the Lord of hosts 
mustereth the host of the battle. They come from 

a far country, from the end of heaven, even the Lord, 

* 

and the weapons of his indignation, to destroy the 

« 

whole land.” By the prophet Jeremiah also He had 

said, “ Lo,I will raise and cause to come up against 

„ « 

Babylon an assembly of great nations from the north 
counwf : and they shall set themselves in array 
against her.” (ch. 1. &.) It cannot but, be observed 
how punctually these minute and positive prophecies 
were fulfilled ! 
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Belshazzar fought only one battle with Cyj'US, in 
which he was overcome and put to flight, / j5Snd was 

obliged, for his personal safety, to retire into the 

* 

city, From that time, the gates of the city were 
kept shut, and the besieged Babylonians ventured 
out no more. Belshazzar had then reigned about 
fifteen years, 

Nkocris, the mother of Belshazzar, had not been, 

from the first, inattentive to the proceedings of 

Cyrus. Proceeding with much foresight and skill, 

she had spared no pains in fortifying the city, and 

supplying it with a large store of provisions. She 

had likewise completed all those works of strength 

which Nebuchadnezzar had left unfinished, and h#d 

« 

even caused a gallery or arched passage, to be made 

« 

under the river, connecting the two palaces ; so that 
even if the river and bridge should be occupied 
by an enemy, there might be a safe passage between 
the ti$o parts of the city, for the transmission of 
intelligence and the grossing of troops as required* 
Daniel had, some time before this, returned to 
Babylon. The city of Shushao, with the province of 
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which it was the capital, had been betrayedHo the 
enemy by Abradates, the governor of the p<fovinee, 
and united to the empire of Persia. 

Many years before these events, that is, when the 
Chaldean soldiers were led on by Nebuchadnezzar, 
they were said to be “ terrible and dreadful.” They 
were, as is well know r n, celebrated for swiftness, 
courage, and cruelty. “ Their horses were sw ifter 
than leopards, and fiercer than evening wolves.** 
They had, we infer, a multitude of horsemen*%r 
mounted soldiers, who rushed upon their enemfCs 
u as the eagle darts upon its prey/’ The horses 
near the river Euphrates were a peculiarly fine breed 

of animals, spirited and fond of f war, and so bold 

/£ * 

that neither the sight nor the roaring of the lion 
made them afraid. 

But after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, the 

armies of the Chaldeans seem gradually to have 

lost their former courage. The probable cause 

of this was, that they had become luxurious and 

dissipated from the abundance of the spoils taken 

* 

in "war, and their strength and their bravery were 
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now gone. After having been beaten in onq or two 
battles with Cyrus, they never recoverec|/,courage 
to face the enemy in the field, but retired within 
the walls of Babylon* Jeremiah had foretold this 
cowardice of the Chaldean armies. “ The mighty 
inen of Babylon have forborne to fight, they have 
remained in their holds ; their might has failed ; 
thry have become as women.” (eh. li. 30.) 

Thus this proud city, which had sent forth so 
many large and splendid armies, to subdue Jeru- 
salem, and Tyre, and Egypt, and all the countries 
around, was now itself besieged. The gates of 
Babylon had often been thrown open to its victo- 
rious armies, returning with music and mirth, and 

* 

bringing within its walls the treasures plundered 

\ 

from the weaker nations; But now as a sole and last 
protection against the attacks of a warlike enemy, 
they are closed, and barred and guarded. Thus it is, 
as the Scriptures declare, “They that take the sword 
shall perish by the sword,” (Matt. xxvi. 52.) 

Cyrus called a council of his principal officers to 
consult with them how he should carry oh the #iege, 
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under these circumstances. By their unanimous 

advice, he dug a ditch around the city 5 and'having 

cut down many of the fine palm trees that gre v in 

the neigbouring fields, with these he constructed 

towers, higher than the walls; hoping to take thecity 

by throwing weapons therefrom into it, and at the 

same time directing his engines against the walls, 

j^utthis plan did not succeed. He then determined 

to keep his army before the city, until the inhabitants 

should be forced to surrender from the want of food. 

To starve tbe Babylonians, however, was an almost 

hopeless task ; for they had, through the foresight of 

Nitocris the queen-mother, a sufficiency of provisions 

laid up for twenty years, and there were cattle 

and cultivated fields enough within the walls to 

supply them with as much more. The inhabitants 

felt therefore perfectly secure in their fortifications 

and abundant stores, and from the top of their 

walls even scoffed at Cyrus, and ridiculed all his 

# 

attempts. When nearly two years had been spent 
in this manner, Cyrus learned that a great festival 
was shortly to be kept by tbe Babylonians, probably 
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in honor of one of their idols. He determined to 
attempt surprising the city at that juncture/ 

T 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Belshazzar's Feast — Babylon is taken by the Medes and 
Persians . 

The day of the festival at length arrived, and all 
was bustle and gaiety in Babylon. The inhabitants 
seemed to have forgotten that an enemy was at 
their very gates. It is probable they had been, from 
the mbrning, offering sacrifices to their idols \ and 
towards evening had begun making preparations 
for spending the night in mirth and festivity. Bel- 
shazzar gave a splendid entertainment, to which he 
invited the princes of the Empire, one thousand of 
his lords, hi9 concubines apd the ladies of his court. 

n 

Evening now came on. The skies in that deli- 
cious climate are, from the great equableness of its 
temperature, uncommonly brilliant and beautiful. 
Mubtitudesofstars are always visible through the clear 
atmofe phere, the galaxy or milky way, exhibits a broad 
belt |of silver light, and the refulgent moon appears 



/ 
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like a queen in the heavens. The marble courts and 
richly furnished halls of the palace were, nikwitb* 
landing the clearness of the night, richfy lighted 
up with lamps of gold and silver ; fountains were 
playing and sparkling, and numerous musicians 
tuning their various instruments. The lords and 
ladies were flocking together from different parts of 
the city towards the place of assembly. In one of the 
marble courts of the palace, or in some splendid 
hall hung with purple tapestry and supported by 
pillars,* long tables were arranged for the guests ; 
these were loaded with a variety of fruits and delica- 
cies, and rich wines sparkled in silver goblets and 
crystal flagons. 

Around these tables the* company reclined on 
soft couches, listening perhaps to songs in praise of 
Belshazzar, or of some of his idols, accompanied by 
instrumental music. Belshazzar himself, probably, 
sat on a throne of ivory or gold, at the head of the 
apartment, clothed in the richest garments* covered 
with jewels, with a royal crown on his head^ and 
a sceptre in his hand. 
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He continued to drink wine with his guests, and 
listen to their idle flatteries, till his inind became 
confused, and his hefrt more than usually lifted up 
with pride. Being thus quite prepared to perform 
any act of great folly and impiety, he madly com- 
manded his servants to bring the gold and silver 
vessels which his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken from the Jewish temple at Jerusalem, where 
they had been sacred to the worship of the One true 

God, When they were brought, Belshazzar and his 

* < * 

guests “ drank wine in them, and praised the gods 
of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and 
of stone.” They poured out libations too, it is likely, 
to these false gods, from the vessels which had been 
consecrated to Jehovah. This was no doubt intended 
as a direct insult to the God of the Hebrews, and 
it was speedily and awfully punished. 

In the midst of his impious mirth the king hap- 
pening to turn his eyes towards a part of the room 
opposite a brilliant chandelier, what was his astonish- 
ment when he saw, as it were, the fingers of a man’s 
hand writing upon the wall in characters quite 
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distinct yet unknown to and therefore unreadable by 

the Babylonians ! So remarkable a circumstance was 

probably a sign, he thought, of some dreadful evils 

that were coming upon himself and his kingdom* He 

was much agitated by fear and anxiety j and u his 

countenance (Daniel w 6-9.) was changed, and his 

thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins 

were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 

Then the king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, 

the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king 
* 1 

spake and said to the wise men of Babylon, Who- 
soever shall read this writing, and show me the 
interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, 

and have a chain of gold about hi# neck, and shall 

% 

be the third ruler in the kingdom. Then came in 

* 

all the king’s wise men - 9 bht they could not read 
the writing nor interpret it” This greatly increas- 
ed the distress of the king. Some evil was threat* 
ened him, yet he could not imagine either the 
nature of it, or the time when it would he inflicted. 

A deadly paleness overspread his countenance, 
and his lords looked at each other in silent dismay* 
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%ftr$ mw$ *rf?r% 'aw^ %Kti c?m 

arcs mftr*T ?n w *4 ftfsi^ tmft? srtrn 

nfl^r mr? f*r«w srwnr ?tl% ret* hr* 

n51wi <rr*r ^tc^T'S T5U sfare 

««S c* ^ *T£»nr -stcjo^ si sffcs t¥i arrftrs 
¥1 ’turret t%1% t£T? sjfw srjts fs<r«f- 
sirs ¥$r*R ?W»r®t^ 5g*flR?i «f?w?r 

S4T yu win nf%nisnr ¥$¥i ?f^T| 
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Belshazzar had spent his life in luxury and pleasure, 
thinking little of the welfare of his subjects, and 
not paying much attention to any of his duties. His 
mind too, was weakened by folly and intemperance, 
and his conscience now reproached him for past 
wickedness. He was, therefore, but little prepared 
for such a scene as this. 

'Meanwhile a messenger went for the queen* 
mother Nitocrls, who was a woman of too much 
dignity and propriety of character to be willingly 
present on such an occasion of ill-timed and in- 
temperate festivity as this. She was accustomed to 
look difficulties and dangers in the face, and had, o ; f 
course, more courage and presence of mind than her 
son. Hence, addressing him in the usual way, (Dan : 
v. 10-12) “O king, live for ever;” she added, “ let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 
changed ! There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom 
is the spirit of the holy gods ; and in the days of thy 
father, light and understanding and wisdom, like 
the wisdom of the gods, was foundin him ; also the 
king , Nebuchadnezzar, thy father, made him master 
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arnr a 

*$?n ^irs »tm^«i?r wymctf ttt?®n:*- 

fo® **s"^r$T®Tra srtwralS^^ fe»re wt?r 
f^irrr^Jt^t^t? a £r®j wo^rt^tf? tt®* 1®ft 5 ;®- 
*fa a *ft*R 4*<\ ¥^® *jFTC*t® St^SS SPTWl 
®t*srt1t1>^ fm ? tr ^ -<j ®$r* ®t®a* %®s br?^- 
fcrlz® f®ft «rff?rfF5 c^sr *1 ®$r<R i 
®tTtr® 4* vr irTsreaftretf*’* srtft^t^srr- 
^ ®g"pf fan ®Tf*t® ctf*r 3f$3Ti 

3ft ^51 arr®rsrR gr ?wat * srj $ cars 
*rtm? §*tf^®i fe*R «ti wt? ffr.fz*iwi?v:n a 
arwi nr? rtfwrt 1 «TFsp»n ?t$* f^t- 
(* 1*1 5Tt?;mf%«i **•% wtf[^ftf«f^i a fesrst 
t®;tt® ®F«ns; sett i ®r®«<i* ?t4t W ®1 ®$?n 
*«bp«ft? ?T5rr^t«rs *rcw ®j*^® ai^j 

^fa*R “c\ ?tsr ' srmft fanftst 
®rtnft rfar «$*<\ ^4 f**t? gr 

•K. 

ari ?r%5g GUKf* ®ft»R5Ft?r ?1Wjf5lTrf*T 4* 

snrs? cwTtmf*^ <*rftF arrresr art? «rt*ra*t?: 
f*f®t? 3ffa*p*rT*Tt»ra & <r®rtr^<r «rt*F5i a *f% a 
or*srt«i? ^tsr sFrfr «rrt*r ^•ncry 
cm* tP£f% a wRfafi ffe®’) a >fts$®l a ®«$t**t- 
f$m a <m < *an ttsifWi Hf®P a *t*irs: w*®i 
a «w«t a *tta?l crw a fairf ®rr*rim?f*f®l 
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of the magicians; astrologers, Chaldeans ami sooth- 
sayers : forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and 
knowledge, and orklerstanding in interpreting of 
dreams, and showing of hard sentences and dissolv- 
ing of doubts, were found in the same Daniel, 
whom the king named Belteshazzar ; now let Da- 
niel be called, and he will show the interpreta- 
tion of the writing/’ 

Accordingly Daniel was called* Ae he entered 
and walked composedly through the hall, all eyes 
were turned upon him in fear and silence. Daniel 
was then a venerable man, of nearly ninety years of 
age* Most of his life had been spent in the ser« 
vice of the kings of Babylon, and he was probity 
at that time also employed by the queen-mother 

4 ^ 

Nitocris, although king Belshazzar did not seem to 
know him. Like other weak and wicked princes, 
Belshazzar was more familiar, it should appear, 
with his gay and trifling companions, than with 
those worthy persons who attended to the seripiug 

business of .his empire, Be that as it may, he now 

« 

said to Daniel, (v. 13-16,) “Art thou that Daniel, 
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Ttan ar^ara®? st?t?t « <30tt%rc%t ^ 

-s fcirm t*** ‘Xz*j wtsnt *t*tar tT*t?i 
*f3ten ^rw TtfaW ?ra f*f?m ct1^»- 
Hl|fr? Ttsr irtfiw ftrc«rsr c*t TTf^^cjp 
^stfapcs wt®i ajT5?tA f*T4ftar?r 

•tntw *rtfinpni i ” 

?t*5T?r arT<PJ sprtw 

C'st'T 1%fSr wm ?$si sffc?< c^Vs 

• « 

’•mm stf^ aranrtar ^m^.f^rsr 

wfo *?^s ’©smfap ^nrtap i$?i ?t?*r 1 $ Ttf^sr 
’sMmffa *m ?m$, v wtzy^ ?$yi *rtf- 
c?arrft»r? wt?r apsrr?f? ’stw* Trar*r:ft? 

• «k 

■fftwmr? «nctw ^ ?tsmf wt^? - *rf*r- 
•sfvr ?i w tfa ? t fe ?R **i?»v s<of»f'8 ?w 
car^tarr? ^ITR* fsfatr*rean ^sttf*f f%f*t ?!*&- 

5rf^ finrst^r ?t«ft<r ^rtff’f^csi , $« > Ttt»r'a cap t* 

sncr*ir? far$p #*ar ar? smt sate® ffar car*t- 

»fT$T?r wTzk wip^f® « ?mw? *m- 

®t?Tprft ? c***f aifa-smfj $ «Rtf?*rmtf? 
?marr*tM? *?tr? %xtrcf? 

«oapK "ir? dtmtt ffefsran « aretlfc 

/,,, "S 

?T**N®tift 5ft? tjf^F^t^? S44t^f% ttt? ft*? 
f^c*at fatff c* art?1 ?%* f%f? wlft^OTtsF crftfsi 
firwtfarcwsr “wf*r?t w^fftw ?t«n w<i 5 ?f| 
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who art of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? I 
have heard that thO* spirit of the gods ts in thee, 
and that light, and understanding, and excellent 
wisdom are found in thee. And now the wise men, 
the astrologers, have been brought before me, to 
read this writing, and make known to me the in- 
terpretation thereof : and they cannot. But I have 
heard of thee, that thou canst make interpretations 
and dissolve doubts ; now if thou canst read this 
writing, and make knoyn to me the interpretation 
thereof, thou shall be clothed with scarlet, and have 
a chain of gold about thy neck, and shall be third 
ruler in the kingdom.” Daniel Replied— i(v. 17 - 23 ,) 
“ Let thy gifts be to thyself, and givfe thy rewards 
to another; yet will I read the writing, and make 
known to the king the interpretation. O king, the 
most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father 
a kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour. 
And because, of the majesty that He gave ‘him, 
all people*' nations, and languages trembled add 
feared befotehim : whom he Would he slew; and. 
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ffa*R *rtl5M*r Jrfcst ?tf*r« a <** ar* 

311 fa c*$ ? c$t*t? ff*R ^{3f 

ofWrw? *rrarTf*t> 4?t 0 \ *Ts* s fa® « %^5t 

<srm w*4w »J|f1% ^ a f*w c*rfa:iT§: 
♦** ->* 

>5*[w* «rrfc *fasrt *r< ^rrfari n3 

fa?*s 3 rmt 3rw?r faiosiR stl^ ^fstrs 
fa^ ?^t?n aftartfc® *rtfirWR =11 tffar- 
?tf% cstsrrsr *t|fa wttstsr * 
t?F?sr *rfa* <srnig «rcw* ^fsr v& <4 ^wir *tfan 
f»r4tsnr evst* writrs *rr?r $r ^ f*fa 
*3l*ff?rfa^ 4TN m«rtr ^izk fasfaswmi ^t?i 
?rrc*jy 3F^*ir»f fa$^F?^it ” 
wrf^t'JS^T ffan <pfac*rc “remur wu *ts£ 
rsfsrtfa ?;$ip 'm* mfirRTfa? 3re*T «rjt? 
Clf'GSl 3(fa?F TO Wtta 4 fafaS w? *ffwi 

^fwt w# -tt>rrt?i ft* CK Tfwsr srafo^- 
?T3T ot ♦TJrcs’sr?- ftsftr cstsTir f*f$i ?tan sniaffi 

^ ( <K. ^ 

TOr-£* ?t^p5t?T ftsl ’SfaTR «jf% 

'S CSltSTffas ^ ■snfjtTt^S ^fasrt TffaSI ffC*R 
«rf? €tKtw* to ^fatara cf^?i c^T®T *ra- 

<y?*fW "■« ^rafansfa * ara fei^r^W^ c*rr* totr 
. W? to *fan Tfpr TOCfro faftr 
Gfl^tw® Ct C$fa TjfaTO 5CTC«t »(U iffaCTO 




236 

whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would 

he set up; and whom he would he put down. 

But when his heard was lifted up, and his mind 

hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly 

throne, and his glory was taken from him. And 

he was driven from among the sons of men ; 

and his understanding was made like that of the 

beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses ; 

he fed upon grass like oxen, and his body was 

exposed to the dews of heaven ; until he knew that 
* 

the most high God ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and that He appointeth over it whomsoever He 
will. Yet thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not 
humbled thy heart, though thou knewest all this ; 
but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven ; 

4 y, 

and (at thy command) they have brought the sacred 
vessels of His bouse before thee 5 and thou, and thy 
lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk 
wine in them ; and thou hast praised the gods of 
silver and roid, of brass and iron, wood and . 

which see not, not; hear, nor know ; and the Gad 
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
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carfare a ^tFttn irrfifcw «mt 

'srr^st^tfTOr w mu* *f|m srj arat* 
*f?rea ofcf ^tTt? 

<xffa arangftf* a$t*T 4z°s 4 **fflctnr ^trt? 
3r$s?p?:*i?r ^ s;lt*r f%f3r ?rtar fSrsxt- 

*ra^ s;ft*R Wririwa awaart 

-A> 

3 ^t^Trs f%fir am*t«i ?^?n 

4*°\ *rrt?i a^ si^nr jxmirst <^nr 

*ntt*<t?r wftsta *nrratir afar scrra 3rr*r- 

srt? ataiato ajfawf ^txi ^5t? atfwt *or 
4 ! ®cft*r 3W in <Ff?rpR ^t<r«> f%fa , swr"t'*ff%^ 

f'ffrc? fwH?!? ?RJ awtlt tfC*? V^Tf- 

cws ?f*;t*R 4a°\ w a*rcinr amt f*i at3 w** 
^firrsst ft* ck €t^iir *£<3 a$st 

fa** «r?p?T tffcai infants ftaaaa ^s 
•tft' <r<rsp itfatfa^rrsct fa *rt5p ^fert'S >sa<\ 

#r^t? ^f*Rt?? <£*ij *rraf w*r «rr*ra*nr faa> 
■sitR ®rtat^?l ftiiT arr*ffa ?T5f?T«ft « Tfar- 
C^tStJl ^ f»fta C*TT* WE«Tt' ^TW f *?1 a«fJ*fTa 
*rr?r ^ia c#Hj ^ fsT a f*rs*r ^ cartel's 
*"rt « nrrt*( * w*t grains faftns ^ ir“fa ^pr«i 
"rfa»4f%« x® wtafanfla <»>, raaaf# ^t^rfir 
f*f a t , «rj?rxi^* mat? 
w?wt$ **vSt*;t? wrssiass mw? w*r 




238 



ways, hast thou not glorified/* The part of the 

hand then vanished from the wall, and Daniel read 
v * 

and explained to tht king the writing that was left. 

The writing was menk, mkne, tjekkl, upharsia : 

Of which “ This/* (v. 26-28,) said Daniel, “ is the 

interpretation : — <Mene ; he hath numbered / God 

hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it: 

* Tbkel ; he hath weighed / Thou art weighed in 

the balances, and art found wanting : 4 Peeks* or 

upbarsin ; they divide / Thy kingdom is divided, 

and given to the Medes and Persians/* 

* 

During these occurrences within the palace, 
Cyrus and his soldiers were busy at their work 
without the city. He had separated his army into 
two divisions, under the command of Gobryas and 
Gadates, two Chaldean noblemen, who having been 
cruelly treated by the king of Babylon, had deserted 
their native colours and gone over to the Persians, 
One of these divisions was sent to the lower part of 

the city, wjjere the river leaves the walls $ the other 

* , 

was posted at the northern part, where it enters 
the city. Although the Euphrates was io this plane 
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stf% 7 ? wnnr wr? 757 7ttr aft? 

•wa *r*rm attore »r«N«r«r to? ?*t«< «ng*ft7 

7 to ^f7%f*to «Ft?p? artr?f??i stmre 

*t=rt^5i toRi tosih f^sr ‘A?** ?isd “ctctv 

CT>C7F*T ^tf>H” t“S;t? sgt* 71 4?a ^7Tltc^7 771 
“ cw7< 51*171 «1t?lc^:7 7s*r $hr?tt reTTt? 
7lT3rJ7 fjrflWT* 51*171 751771 *A-4lf7 ^TTt? C“1? 
*71^C*T7 ; 7117 “ ctCTSTT” 7j<ff«k o$t*T 7t?7tC^7 
7f«T C7Tt7t7 7S5*f t7FJ7 7?1 C5lC*T C5t7*ti?P 
’fJCTt? *tt°\ I^®17 ?Fl77tC?7 ; 7Tt7 “ %^f^7 ” 
to* »1??l£T£7 Cto^TF *17CTT? CjStTt? 
7TS0C* f?to TfUnsrt TTf^l V £Vf|? 'S 7iT?f?f75tC* 

7»«f*J 5Ff7?ir?7 | ” 

f?FS ^7777^7 <£?7 7S1t?7 7f?fto T^RJ ?to 
af?H7 ^77 ^Tft3F7r*i at? ^<07 ?l“t77 <A7?- 

festii? ftA 7C77t5i«ir?F *flrcn ctftlfn -<i7«v 

5ltTt1%7 *% V Tito? C7 Tjt 317 4t7»0? f»ft7 cat* 
f?W? C7t?t7IJ «rt? ?fto 71 ntf??1 tot- 
?7 TtfiTTl 5Ft?fto? awatT* ?$7Tto ^t7> 

trto -atra? «rf7af%*fpr fr^g: TFfjrmr 
^txtr®' TUfftgrs 751C77 srttf? tor oi to 
Ttf^r *? cat to *r*rc* ftf»t« *w cm 
*?*\ 77t, m $w to 75tc7t% af?$^ <m 
to, *171 7*1 f^5 7$a| mXtUS 77t? £7^7 
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a quarter of a mile broad, and twelve feet deep, 
yet Cyrus had determined to draw off its waters into 
the great lake that liy west of Babylon, and into the 
trench' which he had, as we have related, caused to 
be dug around the city. He therefore sent some of 
his men to break down the embankments between 
the river and the canal which connected it with the 
lakh, and others to let out the water into the trench. 
A part soon rushed through the canal into the lake, 
and the rest, .winding through the trench, emptied 
into its former channel below the city. Thus the 
bed of the river, within the Town, soon became 
dry, and the two divisions of Cyrus’s army entering 
at opposite ends of the city % proceeded to the king’s 

palace in the centre where they were to meet. 

<€ 

Many of the inhabitants having been passing from 
one side of the river to the other to join in parties 
of pleasure, the gates leading from the river had, 
in the hurry and confusion, been left open. By 
this oversight, the Persians found bn unobstructed 
admittance, and as the citizens were of course 
unarmed, and many of them intoxicated or asleep. 
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set? 9 ? ^ Ktv *tf?wh mrt 

$rt$t*fj f ?r TTfes 9TTT nj%s 

<r anff? jUtn <r 

5 rf* ttqrtfft <999 <£<ri fsmfeT fflerorc-s snfrir 
*rt?* ®f®T ^f??i 9«fKst i$% ff? 

■srf^Tfr 9>f?tw9i <^*ft 49<\ Tc?tF? 4 %3>9 

^Iwsr 9 tn? <r cri[ ft 91 9 t^?r 

trsr ®rt£T ^1 c^#TT5 fft?®. 9jf%fft5f*F 

-mtt^C*T9 49°\ W9J 9*Tt* ‘>t?-»ttt?'3 4<F *ft?f" 

c*r? xtifl «rtwi ftr*T9 i 4?c*rc$ 99t?>ra^ 

3>*r fc<r« ®tsr 4 9t*n fiyi wt^srs 

3rft?n *rft*T W9j ft?n 

*rc«t nftm c^r®r Ttftre snft ^rpffa 9snr? 

•asrj^sr firm os. ^resr zzk cr -^c^trjr ft#r 

?$?i csr*r 9*r -“Tiaprin 

*IC ff 91 4^5tlT8T ♦rstrsrs «T9t9TC? st1r$ 9^51 

99i$c*r f % « ?mtslc? fst?i i 

WIT <Tf ff; ®9 9*nrf99T*rt 4 ?tftf?T ft9ftl» 
wim* sewnr -&$*\z* ftw v ft? 9ft? $sr 

*m? *1997^99 *fft5fa»T4T«\ ! sr1%^9 ftes 
^TTirsrm ^astrs 'st?^ ft? T9? sraft m- 
f$ ?ftar wr? 9 *rc?? o rt* nfjrtfff?!^ 

t£T9 9t9, ftFT FSIT1 3$T1 f%«T ‘flftftf 

*mr1r?rt ftf 9ta ?n mtm cmarttmft 
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they marched without opposition directly to the 
palace. The gates of the palace, which were 

t f 

strongly fortified, w^re shut, and the guards on the 

* 

outside, apprehending no danger, were drinking 

near a blazing light, when the Persians suddenly 

rushed upon them with drawn swords. The noise 

of men shouting and fighting was soon heard 

within the palace. One would have thought that 

Belshazzar, who had just heard Daniel explain 

the hand-writing on the wall, might have suspected 

the truth; but God had apparently sent infatuation 

upon him and all his subjects. He madly ordered 

the gates of the palace to be thrown open, that he 

might discover the cause of the tumult without. 

% * 

Instantly the Persians rushed in. The king drew 
his sword, but intemperance and fear had left him 
little presence of mind or strength to defend 
himself ; he was therefore soon killed, with all his 
family and nobles. The Babylonians were com- 
manded to retire to their houses ; and all who were 
seen in the streets were sliftu by the soldiers of Cyrus. 
Cyrus immediately began to govern in the name of 
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Tterctffcs sm im- 

*tir f%Jrt ?w<P5t« ttw*f *tt< sjtca c?r 

Z* 4T* ^Trs ^5t^1 *tf*f?1 |??1 ZXZ- 

fsffs *f%?i ?fs;?l -snrj^t^^r^isfe^ri 

Hari xm k ^ t*tf^P5 

'srttssf^r^ 

w^t?5T ari^tTi mzw ^Wzwfz 

^«t i wt? etur ?rt«i 

" s 

tw* f%f%r® 4 bfT’JITTmWJ? 

\?RteTR fal fz HT?rf% fsfJT WZ d"5Tt- 

c?*f <nf?ii« rw??* ^Tht\ -aiai ’•farm 

^rraF^«t ^Irretw ^m*r <r-?ir att“ zz'sp ?f% 
^ratcrt €i^T?r 4<r°\ cm^rap:? ^m- 

cmn \fl*[ F5R ap^ ^fif<r srTfo^rtjr fafSTg 
sr<r $5To5 zivm f*tr?Ri -tffsTTi -mjPij-\ 

*TJRC*t Stfc$ ?TT! f^fsrc^r^ <T| 

zifej ^Iwh ftng sp fcpr 's wf^ ttfa* 
wf^rfss ^-n ^*r*r ^jz*i «wa 

fsfa f sfijrar-jf r$t 5 5r^finrtr?r 

sttn t$z*& 1 ^$s*re? ^?*r;ftor?i 

<pw?nst? srtfirc* arcs c*ir o$\ <rtf*?r 
0 r srtw Ftfss xtcz <$?& jtsur^ c*rt*r«n 5571 
csm f?p affasrts* f srr^ 

<?nr *rt^lf*f*r *tei?i stwrtnra *f?re ^rt^fic^a 1 




his uncle Cvaxares, who by the Babylonians was 
called Darius the Mede, 

Cyrus celebrated^ his victory by a triumphal 
procession, a feast, and games. But being, notwith- 
standing his many excellent qualities, a heathen, 
and ignorant of the one true God, he offered his 
sacrifices to idols, instead of praising the God of 
Israel, who alone had caused his success. After 
this, he went to Persia, to see his parents ; whence 
taking a journey into Media, he married the daugh- 
ter of his uncle Cyaxares. By this marriage he 
became heir to all the possessions of his uncle. 
When he returned to Babylon, Cyaxares accom- 
panied him ; for Cyrus chose to yield him the first 

« 

place in the kingdom. He accordingly reigned, 
under the name of Darius, two years, over the whole 
empire of Media and Persia, which was as large as 
the Babylonian had been, Cyrus retaining only the 
command of the army* 
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RtJPn , sffe*?ri -f^Rprcsranr (softer *rtf?r^ 4^- 
mn Ttfifin f^T 1 

*tr? £?r^ ^?i cmr^jr irot- 

C?T^ STST^fl t^JtW TTC^t^^rT 

’SfftK vfjrrs wicn*r fircsre mj srwtjr 
5 ?^? 4* irt^l vtfwsl? ihrsrr* «rarr* stf* 

^STR €«it 'S C<?7«T fatstn CtR'Rf^? 

*f*r t^cwtft $«.*rsr *finn f*rt®rc i ^snt? 
f^m^rternr 5ft^t«> spf?re *c*rr«r 1%fam c^trsT^ 
>$<r°s 3^t*mnr cwrta c*rc*r fst?i ^cw^fter fro 
srr^^r ^auics? frTtes; ^frc^R 

f%ra wfork 1 f%^ 

<mrcs fsf^r Jt 5Tf*r*rc<F sts-trow srtefj mv 
*f??l ’TtW ?pf??n ’art^- 

<K» 

c*m wtKtc^ ^srt^fa bwmw *tw sitaj trra ^ 3 - 
?tre <£ Ttfisim Tt^fsnrnr ^tj trfscs 

caf«on « 5F1ir>r reciter Ttao c®t?r 
%t rr$ ^rere %5 f??«.»nryp*Ttc¥ f%f*r 
5 $?i wfircnR 1 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Daniel is made first president of the kingdom of Darius — His 

< 

prayer — He is visited by the angel Gabriel , who reveals fit- 

* 

ture events. 

On the arrival of Cyrus and Cyaxares at Baby- 
lon, they arranged the management of the empire, 
by dividing it into one hundred and twenty provin- 
ces. * In each of these provinces they placed a 
governor, who was selected from among the prin- 
cipal officers in the army of Cyrus. Three presi- 
dents were appointed over these governors, who 
were to reside at the court of king Darius. It was 
their business to receive from the governors ac- 
counts of the state of their provinces; to give 
them such advice and directions as they thought 

i 

proper, and to forward to 'them the orders of their 
king. Darius heard that Daniel had interpreted 
dreams, and explained the hand-writing on the wall, 
that he was skilful and faithful in the affairs of 
government, and the wisest man in the whole em- 
pire. He therefore appointed him one of the 
presidents, and gave him power over both the 
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vt 'sisrrs i 

wtfsr^si a% 4rsrfsnrf3<tt«? fsrr'^tft— 
a[fi»? «staat*TO — TTf^t^fsr find vifftc* 

* ’srfaastsr firs i 

4?°S ft fR §WXU5 TlTST- 

c%u5 ®rr?i^ 5430 f^'°\'*ri% t{Rr*t‘ ^ftrai 

f?r^ ajf?rt«Ta ?T8tanjf firafr^aTttf TOW 

»rar^ cTRt^t^^Reij acaj ^Trsrru'jas 
atfis'tfsttas taaffiga asfr?i 4as< Brara* tsret* 
etractr op'rm^nta fa^» asf*r*ia wt? frrft- 
srj5P *aat£ata f%a stara* sifa- 

^1~5i asfeai artfist^a art? trtn a-fa^ra jit atatrs 
faaj ata as?^ sjca^tfa^ftassfij f *. eKfr'f fas\ 
3pt?rc 4a« s f 5?r»f ai ?t^asw Jaaftf ajta ^«,asr$ 
*fi5?T?l arrfaai a-far^^tll^asrtarrtwa^at- 

*K 

a’f tf?ri fa® afar asfgps fa fa frata ar«5 ?t®twi 
a®®r lawma^lWa 4 fa? a <p?i can i ntfir® at- 
fawn aft nraat^s* srctsajr ajwi wtnfntna art? 

<K. K <"v 

tft^^taaarrtre'Q tor <*n*\ ?T®®w'ftaiff. 
a;c«j TOfa*2*» 'S ffans 'S nra* ?tr®j? ataj rstfa- 
asrst ajf^ 'S wttwa wrat?faac? 4t?n$*rjTf%*ir 
araFj nas atfa^a ?rr®t? *.fc?rr&ir ftrn fnft 
a Tfa^re ajfa^T^ assir ataj tfata *fir?l ?Tftr- 
cna ^tts tft to at «ra ar^tHronr ftre * 
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others, so that he w&§ next to the king in authority. 
But there were many Median noblemen who wished 

i 

to attain this high station themselves. Tile honours 
bestowed upon Daniel filled them therefore with 
envy and jealousy. Daniel was a stranger; he 
belonged to the captive Hebrew race, whom they 
despised ; moreover he had been many years em« 
ployed by the kings of Babylon, who had been their 
enemies ; and probably the excellence of his charac- 
ter, too, was an incessant reproof of their wickedness# 
« * 

They were enraged to see him in possession of 
honours of which they themselves were ambitious, 
and to which they conceived they had the best claim ; 

so from day to day they watched *him with jealous 

« 

eyes, hoping to find some fault in him, which they 
might report to the king, and so effect his ruin. 

Though Daniel had liyed so many years in Baby. 
Ion, and wealth and honours had been heaped 
upon him in abundance, he did not forget Jerusa- 
lem, where he had spent the happy days of his 
youth. He did not forgfae his countrymen who 
wire in captivity, and were earnestly longing to 
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srfs® #?®? ?t®t* mr f*®to 

sjf^F ^msr fans ^sre *?t*t*fT®tf| wca® ®* <or*ito 
f *ffsr C«U<F 'S fe»R ST® 4 a* *tf*4*t WtI"f«F1 

■srta?®? a^arrsa 4 ®T?i«i $a :*?1 «r%"T? iNjtsn? 
*f*? C*X * T wfSrtt 1 flrf&t? srtf#*T Wt? faia*ft? 

rtIw >« <srtii*a jr o \ ^tf-siTf® caf^ia? 4 <f 
®? af*a mr* ?ain « a^®tmafa ^traf? 
f^r^tw *ta*Ta}ir ?t®1ra? «r*ftc* ?t®®w ®f??l 
«trff*r?mR ^sr^ratiR ^ far*l"a ^Tfare ^ 

®ft? ?{f% ®rft?l srfa^saf ^t ¥1 i art? €f a;T? 

*s 

ca Ff?n3 'S cataaf® 5 ® ’sta Vft?i ^t^straa 
®re«ii? tt?Fta wi a;? afar 4*a cata *<pf?rm 
?tf®c* are^ia $at?l ajfvRTfafti® ^$afa?F aifa- 
®Tf? wfa ^fw) a *a:Tmrri®a«i *f??t1%*r fta 
ca mr stts atatre* <$ faf*? $at?i 
sttt® 4as If* carta *tnT c®ta mv ^ anaa 

<K. 

c$l $at?l ?tf1?. ^rta areata taai f tafia? 
srmr$ ®1a?i aaf asfar® mi? ^ 'art’tnrtai*< 
ftaf? caa^tia ate® i 

®Ta;Tc$ *Tfa«*n ** faa facac*r atfasc® arf® 
?§stf8f 'S agfaflU ?®ar®f* ^a<\ atm- 
®tc*r? a faam^a aft? man carta 

arc* fa*f® *$c*ra ar*?rr? fa® car* f®f??n 
at^i? ?ai «rt®tf4? *rrmt a aca’tfra?! ft?-. 
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return to the hills and valleys of Judah. He 
loved the Jews, and sought their prosperity, 
because they were his brethren and friends. He 
loved them, also, because they were the people 
whom God had selected from all the world to be 
first taught how to worship him aright and serve 
Him acceptably. 

the midst of Daniel's various employments, 
he yet fouud time for a careful study of the Holy 
Scriptures with meditation, and for frequent prayer 
to God. Those parts of the Bible which predicted 
the return of the Hebrews to their own country, of 
course, interested him deeply. He had learned 
from the writings of the prophet Jeremiah, that 
after seventy years' captivity God would provide a 

v' 

way for the Jews to rettlrn to their own land. 
Jeremiah had stated this very plainly in a letter 
which he wrote, many years before, to the Jews at 
Babylon, and which Daniel undoubtedly saw when 
it was first received. 

These seventy years ft&J almost expired when 
Daniel, in the first year of king Darius, set apart a 
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^TOr TOat^ra ^rtftTO « ?jf*n 

<*v 

sia??^ ata k ^farsz^a ctot* 5 ftft n^ftftro 
?tf% ^srf%^?r c*ta TOaf to^-t 4a°\ ^TOfatfzas 
faar strata 'S ?4twta asf??i ^sfto^t? 
sttrea to $TOi aw faaz? g^af-rfa*® 
51 *rej ?to? caa 1 'S TOrr<roa to 4 far- 
fare srt*ffa gata 1 *? ^TOTaaref TO>aairrnr? 
TO < cTO azaj ca arfaa* acatat? wfaatfroa 
**l ’stfarav aft? wtf? TO?1 cstazro a;f *r | 
TO ’stf? ww Tt^rros afar? TOU ^aro 
TO sTTf^r^s * fsft aw*rt;i <a£a ?jt^ « f ^ ??c? 
‘safari v?m w-aa fa?w ?a ait ca< ntcanv 
etatw «f$?i cto to? toz*t 1%f??i Vrfta 
*«TOta at*r w?*to ^TTO fafa^TO aat?F- 
?*) a;? 4 w caia^re f??afen ^Tfawt? faftre 
fro? gr^ *tfWi am ?«n “ ??f% 
aaro to ^?ca^? ww^[ f% ai ataaa^TOST- 
«a? fa^ft (?W? farw TOf%f??1 TOaza? «*tt- 
??g 4 * nst ttw? *f??i ftcaa ” to tow a«.a? 
•spu 3 f??at5l 4aa ?$■ •tftw a?TO c? ^ 
cat?? *m aTa*ra$ fir^ft *ft stt% TOTtinft- 
rea aft toi "8 aTOj <rrfc wfinn crlroa i 
«r?4? ttrf??*r ?trf? tt?a a«ro *rw ft?3 

• <K *v 

a$ft atfro *anr as^TO? atft*wr aft ft?ft<a 
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day for fasting and prayer, that God would remem- 
ber his people, and suffer them to return to their own 

* 

land. He laid asicfc the splendid robes and costly 
turban which he usually wore, and clothing himself 
in sackcloth, a plain coarse garment, made of goats’ 
hair, be fasted and sat as a mourner, sprinkling ashes 
on his head; for such was the practice of mourners in 
tlfoSe days. Th^ following is the prayer and confession 
of sin, which he offered up towards the close of day. 

“O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping 

the covenant of mercy to them that love him, and 

to them that keep his commandments ; we have 

sinned and committed iniquity, and have done wick* 

edly, and have rebelled, even by departing from 

thy precepts and from thy judgments ; neither 

t < 

Lave we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, 
which spake in thy name to our kings, our prin- 
ces, our fathers, and to all the people of the 
land. O Lord, righteousness belonged) unto thee, 
but unto us confusion of face, as at this day j to 
the men of Judah, and *th’e inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, and to all Israel, that are near, and that 
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*fj?n rsrt^c* *nrc«j ?t- 

f<r?i 3«.af% a*rs^fe*fr$ cjr ^?jt *irs ^^tlt- 
tfCS VZK't <$*XVm ^f?T5 3Jp3f53 <TR >i|35*f StT* 
*?r«i %hjs af%firR? ttsrj 

*rf?ifTrt* « f^Tj %a»> f«n:?rt<r$ wft^ *ft- 
sf^c* ^frsrt v>TNt^ fa'it’Wfirc*?' 
tsfs&ra cw*t srarerre tarfsfo *pe a*H fi> 
*t*n? nftsrr* *rafo irrftm $a- 

Tt>ff *tin ?f^«R c* »rsnt f%ft fj’T'fafirtr 
V9 «rrn *ra*; ifatir »nmF t*c?r *tre « 

< *\ *N 

5pftC»R a\ 4?*f 1 

“ck snsrH: * ^rear <srt*m 

carers w « wtwt^tf?r^ afo’fTi afowr- 
«tm* 3 wf’Ftift wtsrsi *ft*f 3 wsrw 

« wrrffj <**<\ f**nftet?t?rt 

cs m j wrwi 3 *tr*rc *fir irr^; ^artir 

rstatir re^mfj . ' 5 itFt^ r N*j cstst? srtre 

«rret?reir irtan 5 T**rc* fifftrsf 3 f*r^sfa 

3 or*^ *rr*rT?« c*vr*t* e*< %wa arfs^f 
fibrtf%*T TT^trst *rerreffi3 *fj ?nt ck *tj- 
C'si'ts ^ wrsrnrcfir c*t*t 

*r»n*t? a wrret ailwr? *$srre ^i 
mm wrwi fc 3 Kw # *ps ¥< *tt*r*w mj 
^itsri ccntort *tf?« *t?i m *r? ft ^rf 
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are far off, through all the countries whither thou 
hast driven them, because of their trespass that 

t 

they have trespassed against thee. O Lord, to us 

$ 

belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our 
princes, and to our fathers, because we have sin- 
ned against thee. But to the Lord our God belong 
mercies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled 
against him ; neither have we obeyed the voice of 

c 

the Lord our God, to walk in his laws, which he 
set before us by his servants the prophets. Yea, 
all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by de- 
parting, that they might not obey thy voice ; 
therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the 
oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant 

c 

of God, because we have sinned against him. And 

* 

he hath confirmed his words, which he spake 
against us, and against our judges that judged us, 
by bringing upon us a great evil : for under the 
whole heaven hath not been done as hath been 
done upon Jerusalem. As it is written in the law 
of Moses, all this evil i^ome upon us : yet made 
we notour prayer before the Lord our God, that 
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fa srtf? tefa 

?w t*rrt4ifa c*rtw ^t^Ttryj Tr^prfir c^r»r 
^Tts arfte? j*% ck te?*? 

w^rVrfair far*r?w« ?twf«tc«i? ^ wwto cmwtf? 
'S faqpwc^sr opt^t nfas *t4 wrfte? 'srirw 
tu> czr$7£* Tr*z*i$ cww? stfa *rt*nrr? wf?m 
’srttw te ^rtsjiri *Cf 

•rant ?$?tfa 4*<\ *t& *nrrsnrc?? w?i 

*s 

?t srrfasn faft ’smrfasrr* <?nrrfTf? 

®rfi5faj?t<m?i at wtrtf*r tefaF?* ??* lira's 
?j??;t? *f? srtt' wstTfa ??t 'Q «yT*f»5n*?w 
ttw *f?rsr*c?? fawi srfwt? wrrcwi ’srt??3fsR 
^igrtoUT c*tt* cwtsit? w?“r cwtWwrrrit- 
*fTf^J 5(1 srtfasn c*?*r ?j?fi *rf* wfsnrtre 
c?f rs$i f’srs’w ^n ?fas sraf 3re? fif <o ?s- 
f§rw at fa-tf* w?arWrc?t wts?i nt^sj;? 
?rfw c5c^§; wtajl’TtTt? wrm tew *rr*if*?n 
*f??tfa ^sm fafr simnr? te? 4?°\ ww? 

*1[*tw? ftes ca?*r wt??i wtwj 
wfatrffew? wtrl teitrtf srtsrrof? 4 s?i 

dv. 

te? -fffegtrw wt? faw’tmre? <?**f awfaft 
^falw 'srr? cwtse cwrT? wsr- 

W*T 3MW F? | ’Sit? Sfjfa'Q 5I*n WW HtlfaW- 
wtswtc? smrtt?? ^ *rr*f? wfeftcw ?# w?tf*t 
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we might turn from our iniquities, and understand 
thy truth. Therefore hath the Lord watched upon 

the evil, and brought it upon us : for the Lord our 

* 

God is righteous in all his works which he doeth : 

for we obeyed not his voice. And now, O Lord 

our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of 

the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast 

gotten thee renown, as at this day ; we have sinned, 

we have done wickedly. O Lord, according to all 

thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger 

he turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy 

mountain : because for our sins, and for the iniquities 

of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become 

a reproach to all that are a^bout U3. Now therefore, 

O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his 

% 

f 

supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy 
sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. O 
my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; open thine 
eyes, and behold our desolations, and the city which 
is called by thy name ; for we j&q not present our 
supplmttions before thee for our righteousness, but 
for thy great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; 
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?&s *r?tspr?r ca catata a^5j atau 'Stn 

<*v 

afarai *m*r ^aW a;?ai mat? %rz* ^ai 
stttfai aft at? ca?ca^ ffacsrsta arfatcaa 
arfaW arc^a-i safaai *rf s; fa*ra a?T??tr?a 
^raca’tfa aTat acaa ^stat wMa atsrtf^$si aFta? 
acaa asta*f artaai $ta;ta ataj at fa at? i f^i 
ca; stw ^rara’tfa arr*ra aaa a;? faat- 

**v **■ 

faal art<ta ^fasrc* faa^iprta;?^ attaa 
a#ai «rtat?ai araj «taia art<ta*atcaa ^yfitfo 
a-m?m ssrawa aar^s artaal «rr 'taW'S ffaai 
afaai arrfaat1% ^atf*i CK ?(a4»iaa-5^4 
fa^taHatta 4-ottai la?*ttaa asta <$a» v «j«a <t^s 
ttl % art^ta atstc’fa '$ c^t«tfaaj% cata;^* 
armattaa <*>as f^ac^a ftwai trps? 

retata cata ’■’^t aaaa faa^tna afa;rea^fatf- 
facrffacaa ^a caa?r fa^t^a a;??t?n* vs- 
^a ca; tara art*rata afaatctf arma a tcaa tcttfai 
ataj ^a«i*{af?F wt«ta ca *$«o^ta ^fip a:^at 
af?atc^ ^ta;tr5? ttaaa-tf a;s ca; tara *<ftat?r 
<afaai #aa: ^a<\ a^aarfaa 'srtatca? $atcaj 

« art<ta ataatfa asrcaa laVra arasrfa aaa; caca;- 
artaai art^ratcaa faf ^ ara ««tarraai afaai 
c*a * t castatfa aai ara*i ^attfai a#- 
^ ca; far? ^fa ^a«t aa ca; ttrei «?ai ia ca; 
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O Lord, hearken and do ; defer not, for thine own 
sake, O my God : fpr thy city and thy people are 
called by thy name/’ 

While Daniel was praying, with so much feeling 
and earnestness, for the scattered and oppressed 
Israelites, and for the rebuilding of the temple at 
Jerusalem, God commanded the angel Gabriel to go 
niid'mform him that his request would be granted. 
The angel flew swiftly from the highest heaven, 
where lie had been standing before the throneof God, 
and came to Daniel about three in the afternoon. 
This, in the temple worship at Jerusalem, was the 
time of offering the evening sacrifice. He touched 
Daniel, and said to him (ix H ‘22, 23.) u O Daniel, I am 
now come to give thee skill and understanding. At 

i 

the beginuingof thy supplications the commandment 
went forth, arid I am come to show thee (future 
events) ; for thou art greatly beloved ; therefore 
understand the matter, and consider the vision, (or 
prophetic representation.)” He then wenton tosay, 
that the Jews should sbortlyretura to their 4 own land, 
and rebuild their temple and city; from which time 
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fqj faafe afaat am 3*aa cr $aa manta 
mttf tamj *ftr* ai cat3/$*^«ija?ta ^a<\ -ncm* 
asa: canrtfa at a^F mr§/’i 

atf^ia ata caafacaca sta-ra! 4a°\ atai%®«m- 
ca ff ^ ma* aca’flacaa at^tza « f??*rt?n:a 
a^t at%raa ^afasrhtctf ^?sa ajg;ai 
?trn al a tarsi' atf^a ata ^ atft£5 

mma ^rna cam laai catata I'aifafa a^ta ^aa 
bra asrta lars ^afa* 'man arltaa atbia 
sfff^a ca aaatia faata fasataa afaatca aal 
*t^5 mc^a v5K! TgTfaai ^r^5^rt% 5pfaai brmtaa 
?rta 4 <f asa cam afa? ^a %af\a a:t- 
caa i cata^s *jr*T 'S cal' earn fa?rTT*Tcaaai%- 
cara araat^aa awrfa faajf^Fai aata alf% 
fkar i ^Tatc^ maa alca aa aa^s aftra ipr 
afaai a^ataa “ex atfa^a mfscatstabrama 
^ afanrfai iare 4*rfa mfaatf^ ma srttfat- 
a¥ arfare?' mfa mm a^ai catatcv mia laaa 
matter ml'ata ma«i * 3 >fam^?fto aif^rn^ 
«re-iia ^fa ^aj laaa aataat faara afasl aar " i 
aca a^s ««t < matl'ai as%aa far*ra$* fa^- 
taai tafsp®. m’aratM acarr fafaai ait at «i*ij aaa 
atattat ■»f4acs^ «ja*aa^taa anaca 

ma a?fa *as afara atfaa aa asrfa asix a?ij* 
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they would remain standing, and the worship of 
the temple be continued for seventy weeks. (A day, 
in the prophecies, usually means a year ; and a week, 
a week of years, or seven years. In this mode of 
reckoning, 70 weeks are 490 years.) At the end of 
that time, “ Messiah, the Prince,” would appear, and 
offer himself a sacrifice for the sins of men. After 
this, 4 u the abomination which inaketh desolate,” or 
the standards of an idolatrous nation, would be 
gathered aboi\t Jerusalem, the daily sacrifice would 
be taken away, and the city itself be destroyed. 

Jerusalem was accordingly soon rebuilt, and the 
rest of the prophecy duly fulfilled. At the exact time 
fixed, JesusChrist,the Messiah, the person appointed 
by God to the office of a Saviour, and the Prince of 
Peace, appeared, and was offered as a sacrifice on the 
cross, that he might save and bless those who should 
trust and believe in him. Soon after his death, the 
idolatrous Romans, advancing in warlike hostility, 

surround^d/fought against, and took the holy city. 

* v 

Alt its splendid buildings were destroyed, and the 
sacred temple burned down. The place were it had 
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c* rtm srtto i to ft** «rnf 4* 

*«*?r<m 4 *s ^ *$swt* crtsr 4 

rsT^ srs^Rr ^tt*?** *«f% x?itx *ferc*r 

rtf? -r$ ****** **n? artc?i * 3 ^ ctf* %v- 

^t«TfT5 5T1 TO §mf*F5 Stf* 1 ® 

f*z*?r ***r*fs*toi *$*j*tw? *rr**t*i*< 1 
wr*artr* ?Hf ***r $**tf*f**if*****s8*rc?' 

JwrK*? \q ^«rtT 5 ;? c5 ** aar<£t«> £***t**t?t** 
f?c*f^ art^t? c^tfstw? c* «***$•£* f??r , ft*c*f3 t 
*$c*t *j*^s t*f*<p zrt^rtiw 
3^e* ^?‘ > ' «J*o *snrnF *J«nnir **l *tft* | 
j)^«, ^fsrs tt^ti*) ***j* f?5- 

■*ft®T5r itsii?* ^1wr«( y?ri cst* *n> 4 t<\ ftrs 
5Flr*Tref *mrt> *** ^«rir ^ *i[*f f*f*r*$* 
^sps* Sfjft f?F *4 Wfef**- ®wft®‘ <*T«I 

<p§rt a *tf% c r?* **f*rft*tr*f*f* c^flnsr 
M*$ siwrsr *$?**%** <4*«\ ?5? srsifstf w<r 
«tm ftst* 'Q **rt«< *T5Rinf armjrtret *f**£*r 
$*>r?r * ^rK 1%f^ *c* ^5 ^f?n *f*~ 
c*H wt* ^tTt? **3»itcs ^<r«iT5? ^rff ft* *15 ^ 

*$t* c&*m* ci ?ratc??t 5 5T*Tin "fcf^tr* *rr*t* 
^srt «i«j*tf??!* t**rc*ft* *£ 0 * **Tfs *f?m 
srf** *tc? *tfcinr $3* sr*Tft *$ *f*** 
*r^ *f?r* **<n c* c* 5 ftw to 
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stood was ploughed up, and the unhappy Jews were 
again scattered among all nations. .* ' 

Inconsiderate people think that tho£e who are 
rich and high in office, have nothing to do but to live 
in ease and pleasure. This is a great mistake* No 
man can perform the duties of a high station faith- 
fully, without much labour. Daniel's cares must 

have been great, as he was obliged to oversee all 
« 

the concerns of an extended empire : yet it was easier 

for him to attend to them than it would be for 
« « 

many ; because he had been a statesman for more 
than sixty years, and had thereby acquired much 
knowledge, experience, and practical wisdom. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

t 

Daniel is cast into the den of lions . 

Mean time, the other two presidents and the 
noblemen of the court were constantly watching 
Daniel, in the malicious hope that he would do some- 
thing wrong, or make some mistake which they 
could report to the king, alaS, in that way, bring him 
into disgrace. But such was his prudence, fidelity, 
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^rr«f«T flhn 

«rr?5rnr *ca , *af* ! §n5 *$?i * st?k cantata r-r 
fm f %i *$?i c?m i 

3ft5Ctji sraata ^?<\ -sr^nirf C*T > fT 

^trstn wmtajti* samar «aa ^fars me? 
wtarefir >aaa cata mc% ft* 4 cara ? t ^a 
star caca;^ o$?f faatarta =w tana $a? 
nat*? anf <pf5rr® ntt? art w^a atft4*r 

aft ^ta«. ?n»j?r ^ftaatjr^ fe*ra 4 ^t- 

^tir «rt% nftns a?t*!? srtanj*^ cata \v ft* 
ftfa aft a«>»r?Tafs f a ? f ? ?rm^w ^farst^a <4a<\ 
wprsthst 'nft ft^*! ^ ^aftr « wtaftf^a} - ^ 
?Tt^a ^?t»v 45R mf? jfw aqri wajttmat *^T^t§r 
m& *[3T5?r srtl^car <naa ajasrta srtrg | 

, *wnr i 

• 

atfa^* -aftt* «im a?«t <sr*iw t 

tw rare? 'arr? afsa <srf*tTil 4a“\ ?rft*r®T»nt 
'®rt?r< $*ftta?l nfa* tt!% ciwrrar waaas >st® 
tttfwt wrt* ^tre.tfa carrastcn carta warNj 
tft*i cot? aftit* arfta ftai 

sfat* *yraa *ftr® *tfaca •*$ ®rm? f®»r i 
ft* ftfa wfsH? riw Jian fa** * yj **ff 
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and discretion, that they were plainly obliged to 
confess to each other, they could find no fault in 
him ; and could not oven expect to find any occasion 
to speak evil of him, (t unless it were in something 
concerning the law of his God.” But, determined 
to ruin him, if possible, they laid an artful plot to 
have him punished for his attention to the duties 
of his religion 1 With this design, they all assembled 
before the king, as he sat on his throne in the hall 
of audience, and said, (Dan : vi. 6 — 8.) “ O king, 
live for ever ! All the presidents of the kingdom, the 
governors, and princes, the counsellors, and captains, 
have consulted together to establish a royal statute, 
and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask 
a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save of 
thee, O king, shall be cast into a den of lions. Now, 
O king, establish the decree and sign the writing, 
that it be not changed, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which altereth not/' 

It seem# gassing strange that Darius, who appears 
to have Wen a sensible in&i, should have been so 
unwise as to sign such a decree. But the men who 
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requested it, flattered his pride and vanity probably, by 
insinuating that he would become almost as great as 
one of their gods, if fie should, for the space of one 
month, be the only being to whom any petition might 
be addressed. He rashly and foolishly signed the 
decree, without suspecting that it was designed to 
take away the life of the most excellent man in his 
empive; and probably without considering that 
to obey it, would prevent all religious worship 
throughout his dominions, and even the most ne~ 

% 4 

eessary requests from one person to another. The 
noblemen who wished to obtain the decree told the 
king that it was recommended by all the presidents, 
though they very well knew that" Daniel, the first 
and superior of them, had not even been consulted. 
Thus unprincipled men dishonor themselves by 
stooping to the meanest falsehood and deception to 
accomplish their wicked, malicious, and selfish 
purposes; for “ there is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” Burt a good cause needs no support from evil ; 
and that which does, is tbferfeby clearly proved not 
to be a good one. : 
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When the law was made and signed by the king, 

it was probably proclaimed to the people at the 

gates of the city, and perhaps at the ghtes of the 

palace, Daniel heard of it, and must, no doubt, 

have well understood the design of his enemies. 

But he determined at all hazards to do his duty, 

and ever to trust in God, who was able to deliver 

Jhim* from the malice of those that sought his de- 

struction. If it were the will of God that he should 

suffer a terrible death, he would choose it, rather than 
. # ' 
neglect his usual devotions. He was in the habit 

of praying three times a day, probably at the 

hours of nine, twelve, and three. When these 

hours arrived therefore, he wcitt as usual to his 

i 

house, entered his chamber, and kneeling before 

■ t : 

his window, which was optfn towards Jerusalem, he 
prayed and gave thanks to God. He might indeed 
have locked his doors and closed his windows, so that 
no eye but the eye of God could have seen hiip afchis 
devotions} but it was his duty to set an example of 
“ fearing God rather than., man;*’ ,therefore> lest 
he should appear ashamed of his religion, or afraid 
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of the danger to which be was exposed on account 
of it, he chose not to conceal himself. 

It had been customary for the Jews; while in 

» 

their own country, to pray with their faces towa'rds 
the temple. David, when he prayed, turned his 
eyes to mount Zion, and lifted up his bands towards 
the tabernacle, the holy oracle of Jehovah. So also 
Solomon, in his prayer at the dedication of the 
temple, said, (1 Kings, viii. 29, 30,) “That thou, O 
Lord, my God, mayest hearken unto the prayer which 
thy servant shkll make towards this place/’ And — 
“ hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, 
and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray 
towards this place.” * 

While this holy man was, "in like manner, offering 
up his petitions and thanksgivings to Him who had 
been the God of his youth and of his old age, his 
enemies were not idle. By watching him through 
his windows or, it may be, by entering his chamber, 
they easily discovered that he had disobeyed the late, 
law. !Rtey went therefore ^immediately, to the king, 
and said, (vi. 12) “Hast thou apt signed a decree, 
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that every man that shall ask a petition of any god 
or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall 
be cast into the den of lions?" Darius, Without 
suspecting their evil design, at once repfied, 
"The thing is true, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persiaus, which altereth not.” Then 
said they, “ That Daniel, which is of the captivity 
of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree 
that' thou hast signed, but maketh his petition 
three times a day.” They did not tell Darius to whom 
he made his petition, lest that should be taken as 
an excuse. But yet the king immediately understood 
their cloked deceit and malice. He saw clearly that 
their sole object, in persuading him to make the law 

C 

in question, had been to destroy the life of Daniel, 
whom they hated for his superfority to themselves. 
But it was now too late to retract ; for, by a foolish 
regulation under the Median and Persian govern- 
ment, the kinjfs tfere not allowed to repeal or alter 
any laws jfhfefc they had once made. . Although they 
were aj^pojntp monarchs j had the lives and fortunes 
.^ jtia^ stthjects entirely at their own disposal ; 
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could do many things which were unjust and wrong; 
yet if any one of them was even convinced that he 

had made a rash and ( cruel law, he had no power to 

* 

alter it, but all its evil consequences must be borne. 

How wonderfully unreasonable and iniquitous was 

this! Much displeased with himself for his inadvertent 

injustice, and in great distress and anxiety on account 

of the danger of Jus friend and prime minister, Darius 

spent the rest of that day in trying to discover some 

way in which the law might be evaded, or in endea. 
* 

vouring to persuade the enemies of Daniel to with- 
* 

draw their accusation. But all was in vain. As 
soon as the last faint rays of the setting sun had faded 
from the dial in the gardens of the palace, the men 

who had accused Daniel, approached the king and 

« 

reminded him that no law of'the Medes and Persians 
could be changed ; on which Darius most reluctantly 
ordered that Daniel should be led out to execution., 
The place where criminals were put to death was 
a denoflious. Thesewere undoubtedly kept hungry, 
that tbey- might be more, fierce and terrible. This 
punishment is unknown in Europe and America, but 
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it was anciently practised in some parts of Asia, and 

is still in nse in some of the northern states of Africa. 

Daniel was brought out, and led to the den of 

# 

lions. The king, and perhaps his accusers also, 
went with him. We may conceive that the peo- 
ple came in crowds to gaze upon him, and that 
the Jews were very sorrowful as they looked upon 

the gray hairs * and venerable figure of their pfo* 
« 

tector and best friend. They had expected very 
soon to return to their own country ; but now 

Daniel^ through whose influence alone they could 

t 

hope for any favour from the king, was about to 

suffer a disgraceful and cruel death. What a bitter 

affliction must this have been to them ! As the 

Prophet walked composedly in the midst of the 

♦ * 

guards, his heart was undoubtedly lifted up in 

i 

prayer, that God would be with him and strength- 
en him in his hour of trial, ^he stone was taken 
away from the mouth of ,tbe den, and looking 
down into that dark and dismal place, there Were 
Am lions, with low but terrifde growlings, waiting 
for their prey. In taking leave of Daniel, the king 
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said to him, (vi* 16.) “ Thy God whom thou serves!; 
continually, he will deliver thee/' Darius was then 
obliged to give the command, and they east Daniel 
into the den. That there might be no possibility 
of his escape, a stone was placed over the mouth 
of the den, on the edges of which they spread clay 
or wax, which the king stamped with his own seal 
and the seals o£ his lords j so that the stone could 
not be removed without breaking the seals. 

The malicious lords were undoubtedly rejoiced 
at the success of their plans, but Darius returned 
sad and mournful to his palace. He refused to take 
any food, though many inviting delicacies were set 
before him, and rich wines sparkled in the cups. 
The band of musicians, w ho usually entertained him 
while eating-, by playing on their instruments, were 
now forbidden to appear in his presence. All was 
silent in those halls, which werageuerally filled with 
mirth and feasting. The eastern monarchs delight 
much in perfumes; their g^p^uts and floors are 
often sprinkled with essences,, and fragrant gums, 
and sw#tssccnted woods are burned in the corners of 
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their apartments. But none of the luxuries or 
splendours of his palace could now give any pleasure 

to Darius. He retired to his bed, but not to sleep, 

£ 

for be was thinking of bis counsellor and friebd, 

whom he bad left in a den of wild beasts. 

But to return to the venerable prophet — it might 

have been expected that the lions would spring 

*upoo Daniel smd tear him to pieces, as soon as he 

came to the bottom of the den. But they did not 

do this. God, by his divine power, prevented it. 
* * 

How this w^s effected, whether by taming the fierce 
dispositions of these animals, or by taking away 
their strength, so that they were unable to do the 
prophet any injury, it is impossible to say. Daniel, 

thus wonderfully unhurt, probably spent the night 

, * 

in constant and earnest prayer for his entire deliver- 
ance. In this dreadful place, his faith and con- 
fidence in his heavenly Father were much needed, 

* 

•tad they were, no doubt, strongly exercised. 

4 ■■ 1 

Assuredly too, his soul drew near-to God in praise 

and thanhfulsesf^and held«w-?et communion with him 

* ' ' ♦ 

as ho^p after hour of the night wore away. Perhaps 
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s'et? fa 1 ®? mai ?t? ai ft« caafti ?%? er^atca 
vfa teet^ca <$ ?«? ?«n mt?) ®rf*tat? wrst'T 
sntai srra ??® 4?tft ?fsp?i sttfttea 
eenr^r? 4sra ®?$? ?tc?c® ®TiO? Taft fttl 
ftazsrsrcec® ft?aca mn ??i srerrem? ?t*r 
*f®?K afa aj^ft® m3® 4a <\ tar?? at® ®fft- 
®ir? f?ff® •a ?aj?t? mzf<p ^c*u. 

m?t?ai ft?® 4 *?tft? W antttrrtta 
tttr® att ®rr? ft srrfa *Wk 
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he had also some converse with the angel who 
controlled the lions; for Daniel had conversed with 
angels before. God ,was able to make this gloomy 
den like the gate of heaven to his servant, and he 
most probably did. 

At length the morning dawned. Darius rose 
from his sleepless bed, and went in haste to the 
den *f lions, seems to have had some expecta- 
tion that God would deliver Daniel from their fury, 
as he had before delivered his three friends from 
the fiery furnace. He therefore called, in a mouru- 

c 

ful tone of voice, to Daniel, from the mouth of the 
den, and said, (vi. 20*) " O Daniel, servant of the 
living God, is thy God, wjiom thou servest conti- 
nually, able to deliver thee from the lions ?” Daniel 
replied, (xxi. 22,) “ O king live for ever ! My 
God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions* 
mouths, that they have not hurt me ; forasmuch as 
before him innocency was found in me, and also 
before thee, O king, have I done no harm.” Darius 
was exceedingly glad when h€ heard this, and com-, 
manded that Daniel should be taken up out of the den. 
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sun 

*f?i*R osi*;^ ^s;T?f ^t'rff??^? 

?ffr$ ?T?Vf?r *nrt? 5f?tff?r c??t?3 *.$* fas 
ft? c?T?f?M/«rr5t*f wtf rrc?? 

?TfW^ ®t*? ^WPTSra?t ?f??i ?!%$ *TfI?? 
s?°\ firsts? ?Tflrs7i«:? 4t? ’srtc^i 

*mz% Trftrenr f?fats ?? m ntf?i « faff 
emitter t? ttjrefre ttisTfr? ?f??i’f?K^ 
?ji?re ^?t? csir^re <an? *r?nJt? *rc?f etsre 

?f?t si?? ?f?rs trgs 

*ftrcrr1%E*R retfl f$f? s?tc?i ^t?ti^ sun 
TftC? ?l?i?? ?wi ?[% ^?t wrtt^- 

fesr? ^$?T°s f%fl Iprar4 ?mf?1 eft?* 

?F? f ^b^stl? \5tf3R1 “I? 3?f<r^ 

fti?? w c? ^ fa mst? fl?j !?{?■?) 4 ft? fit 4 

C^TtTC* f?=vt ?W| ?f?I^ mf?It? ” 

sstftw Vif?4*r f??* f??1 ?j?i*rc “ cs; ?T$r;r 
•fF?'«t?l ?f? ^3T?t? ft? WT«Wl£5r* 

*tmf?i fa'Ntti't? t?ri?t? ??tr$ f?t?i «rt- 
*T? f^f sttas wfo ?r? artf cozx^ ^Tft? 
*tre ssrtst? c«m nftitt? ctw ? 1 4?<\ 
if t?tm mnw? « tt1% wtfir i?t? 3# ?f? 
?tf ” tf*r? 4 itts ?«n tati'S sn%- 

t? . ff *1 ^Kfi? ^firan ffn fj?^fii5 




284 



When he came out, they found that he had received 

no injury, but had been kept safely all night among 

# 

the lions, because he believed arid trusted in his Qod, 
Darius then determined to punish the malicious 
accusers of Daniel. He ordered them to be brought, 
with their wives and children, and thrown into the 
den. Thus they suffered the same punishment they 
had contrived for an innocent man ; as king David 
had said, (Ps. ix. 15.) “The heathen are sunk down 
into thje pit that they made, ami in the net which 
they hi/1 is their own foot taken.” For Cod now 
withdrew his restraining power from the lions, when 
they instantly showed their furious and savage 
nature. They seized upon«these persons with their 
claws, and crushed them with r their sharp strong 
teeth, so that all their bones were broken, even 
before they came to the bottom of the den. 

Herein we see from what a terrible deathDaniel had 
escaped, through the kind care of his heavenly Father. 
He too could say, in the language of king David, 
(Ps.xixit. 7? 8.) <ff The angel'of the Lord eiscampeth 
round about them that fear him, and delivered! them. 
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«rr®l 4 t<n *t? tfk 

ran* *r°\o*r f*^r ^ *ef$ nt* *1$ ?c^ t?sp ?f3r 
<s ^’’srrrrs fraj 3*1 ^ <sf?F tiz*? 

*4* ^rfw* *?m Otm; *w 'Q faf5rq| 
?*;fr*-m sn^itn wtc^a S^t? orfft®* i 
n:?r <rt*l <$ or fk *jt%ftcsnr w® ftwr?*! 

¥< rm ® -tftc^s 

c^fsrr® wfasl fttn* | »rr$«r ^rrsrrar 

?W ststc«i ^Tt?i ftoftfr *jfw (5 wft$ *|jjn 
*Hr?tf%*r wwrtrit ’sir* *f?*i **1 

<K 

“ swfcsr cntf3f?i c3 -tfrs -ararar ^ttrn 'rnctre wt- 
*tf?¥1 ?f*?tFS 4*°\ (TJ *T*J *«®TPT Tl 

ntf%*r artmrs *n v?n fftirttw l ” 

C5C^^ *ijrsr$K fwA^stW* f^g* ?«K wtJ 
ifsra sn <?ro^«ii^* 8 ^n*r ^r^trs . 

*jfwi fjrsnt'rfs art 3 fa-v^ 

n®rsta ff^x «wr srUrai *P5 fNi fa- 

fim *J#?1 *TCa^ at* v " J T I 

ww %Ktc«rf? ^SiTrtjn wtfarJiw afr arsifa 
firsts win S£*ttt c^* ?w *rjf- 

cn* Wt 3 K*r cwftrnsf% i 4 rr?rfsft 

wT^twir *p‘ *«1 $c*« litres *ftf?raar swtl 
“afT^t?3 *m*rsr*twf wronr *f%?n str ft c uwg 
^tstst *ftm *rw* ^? ,)> i 
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“O taste” therefore, “ and see that the Lord is good; 

and blessed is the man that tru«teth in him.” (15.) 

« 

“The eyes of the Lewd are upon the righteous^ and 
his ears are open unto their cry. (IG.) The face of 
the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth. (19.) Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous; but the Lord 
delitereth him, out of them all. (20 ) He keepeth 
all his bones; not one of them is broken. (21.) Evil 
shall slay the wicked ; and they that hate the 
righteous shall be desolate. (22.) The Lord redeem- 
eth the soul of his servants; and none of them that 
trust in him shall be desolate.” 

Now it was undoubtedly right for Darius to 
punish* as he did, the wicked accusers of Daniel; but 
he did very wrong in [jutting to death their wives 
and children also, who were innocent. Thos^ kings 
who have despotic authority often do most cruel 

and unjust actions. Indeed men are so sinful Sad 

* > * « 

weak, tbat^hey ought not to be trusted with unlimited 
power the lives and fortunes of others. Those 
shon)d therefore be most thankful to Providence, 
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Wl'iW 3PS “ *f?«Psf? C3WT ^tTfa 

Tf$1 ^ a 7]f^5 €t^t? *T?«| *T? C*T C^'SUT 

?i srsn ! ^rsi’T? atfafe c*m<p?r ttf% jri <p*n;r- 
C?n^5T <PT?R f^R?’ ttt«fatF5 ^‘fnt^'3' 

^r<rc wt^a-ji^rsa 

*K 

4T°\ arc %srr r arc<r nfsrctre «mtjt1% 

<pf?nn tirrca irrfofa mtzj ts^k vpsrt ^fec^T'S 
rijrstj m aa$ \*vs $wtf?^5 ayrsrc l 

f$far ^irrc 'HifV 3Tsnr? jtz4* '3* 

^ * 

mfqm arc ai i csrrc ¥^if» st'TCs „a% 
Tt'fl aTCrc WH 5fT%%?TC«t? •sj*imf??1 f?Rt- 
f*to ^rcisrc? srma «wf? arc 

?^i ascya <4<r°\ ^rcrc «rw firerc^Tf? ma sra 

*1 ^PS* ai \ ’’ 

ftrcifa $ taarcaTfffrtfw 
causal <rm? <pw V^*t ari> 1%i ft?aTrf«r 
^s«. It <$«i , >fc*i?'« rc,ttt«iat*r ixtre 

«if% ’BtJntit cat* arc wnrc | aiata n?t3Fla 
?TCTtfM? fa^irci 'S srajrcj <?«f F<rc 

^s?K a^aj mf%?r 3if%*rc manterci 'S srsf 
new ctMrj Stetn?,* ftftw ^tc^'S wm 

cw *T*ns amjftm *rfa 5rfR« aijpr arifarr* 

flf'sai ar^jw <sr\ ca% cw*Hr trrrr?i 
{fear’s arc^rcra wttt? arcsrc w^s trci *rrca 




288 



who, like us, live in a free country, where ih* 
innocent are protected from injury. 

Darius was mui^h affected by the 'miraculous 

C 

escape of Daniel. In imitation of Nebuchadnezzar, 
lie wrote the following proclamation to all the 
people in the empire ; beginning, as is usual in the 
east, with a salutation* (Ch. vi. 25, 26,) 

* ^King Darius, unto all people, nations and langua- 
ges, that dwell in all the earth ; peace be multiplied 
unto you! I make a decree, that in every dominion 
of my kingdom, men fear and tremble before the 

4 

God of Daniel; for he is the living God, and steadfast 
for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed, and his dominion shaft be even unto the 
end. He delivereth and resell eth. and he Wovketh 
signs and wonders in heaVen ami in earth ; and lie 
hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.** 
Daniel was, from this time, so much beloved by 
the king and people, that no person dared to hiring 
any accu^iun against him. Ail his dignities were 
restored, and the remaiu^ertof his life was speut ia 
peace a*id prosperity. 
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srtro f^crfa m&m wforfifr ?;? c*r < ofc*f?r 
mtfonnr ftmi ipfnnr <$!% ^wj??r <Pt?rt4 
*>vm wfo 1 
ft* srfa? %vwn Wnr wto Ttfiry^irw? 
^nraitf twni f^fsp®. wtPrTTS ^ixtrs 
1%f* ®r$*Tft *$?i rmrnr *rtn?r«i 

C«TT^ t£^5 Zn^ 5T5 wysTTtf >Tf f5Tl 4 aj*T T|<FJ 

c*mr*ti wrtt*R ?rn “ftfirpr ?tn **fafar 
*ns&?t€fa 'Q wsnmft 'C^TlTif? ttf€ 
fsffarere* csfstrfir %wTf<r wr*n$;f% t$<f 
’ srTvrr? 4 $ ?iwj<r *R^tcsrsr cmp *r*- 

*C¥ Ttfir^rn? f^r^i c^tIts .«Ttf?' ^s% 

* 

*?* car fofst arks 4*<\ fsrwjf tf? ^?r 
ard?* 4?» s <#rcT? ^tan? 4J<\ arc"pr «£5^ 
artrs m f*far«% , snpinf) jito n 'j*r*tfir • 
W* f%fa star ¥*f «Vftf3fft$ f^ri <n^\ 
arf^r *w <Wr *v\ f«f 3 r 
scat? 1 1&F ^f?r?n ft? tr^ar ” I 
are*? wrr»rprf$r TTfl-OT aft? <$f% start? 
«fla°s stsTS'i <*rrc*? «rf5*r? c*rsr •raff* starred 
c?*sf ’stsi? ftart? c^stflr smstf *f?r® *rt?? 

=ri «rr? flsft Tria^nrTft *£)*t£T$f ?t?l 
«rw cmt *r«fjnf c*** $«r*r 'star w&s *m 
anfrtfw 4 *pn ?t? i 
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CHAPTER XVII* 



Cyrus becomes king— The return of the Jews to their own 
t country . 

Cyrus had been absent with his army in Syria 
and Egypt, settling the affairs of the empire, and 
bringing the people into complete subjection to 
the Median and Persian government* But on the 
death of his u$ele Darius, who reigned but two 
years, he returned and became king in his stead. 
His government was so just and kind, that he was 
called the father of his people. He resided, during 
the seven cool months of the year, at Babylon ; two 
months in the spring, at Shushan (the city among 
lilies) $ and during three months of the hottest wea- 
ther, at Ecbatana in Media. 

As Daniel was prime minister, and was so cele- 
b rated a character, be undoubtedly had freqtient op- 
portunities of conversing on sacred and other mat- 
ters with king Cyrus, it was supposed that Darnel 
showed this king those writings' of Isaiah, in 
which the conquest of Babylon by the Medes and 
Persian* it predicted, and where Cyrus is mention** 
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^wc*r «s*)*m*r i 
f?* ifrraj ntm j?*<\ 

^ c*rr-r arrai sfinri ’ ?tc®i? srr*t fararsr 
*rarf* fimfafc'ft* cwftar * 

TOt^ir* **frsrs *f?n 3rtf4iTi>fe*R i fip^; 
* *T<£*T * Ttfi^r ijt *«•*? *t*r arts jt®7- 
c®t^r *f?r?i sfimne* ^rf^rt ffcfar 
»nw ***tf?r*rs Ttwmw ^hn *w- 

♦rmsr *f*rs *&cr « snrci f%8r *mr 

nt»rwr« 'Q *T*t?T4 tfrrowr stl % *31 sew 

fro *m*nfx carsiri 
(W «rr? fsfsr stfe awnr? ip *tr?r 
Tt**TWr® *t* *f?TSl 3J?!3*tC*nr *t*r*t<I 
■■wtsr sr*t? rt^cs* <«s gftprpfri 1%* *te*. 

C5jff?nr 4?3tl*T* *t* 3ff?T5Jf f-^Tf 

?t{% * 1 ^* 1 ? arrsn *rr? j 
m* wpriur «rRm ^tm&T*rs $ car *rft4»r 
w* *fs»rr* *t*trs 

f?fn ?H1 *** ^31* *fT^3l ^T^fJT *C3f *17* 

OTwrft l**r? «rt»rt*t *f?n *tf*w:r*t*iT* 
csr*tcn?n * *t$*Rc* mc*»*i ^finrt 

arfsrcar ^f<s ♦f^esrsfF fff* art* » «* WO 
CITWK3F «IY« 3Ff?9t wm 
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ed by name as the man whom God would raise up 
to punish the Babylonians, and deliver the ^ews 
from captivity. As these prophecies were delivered 

i 

one hundred and fifty years before Cyrus was born, 
the exact fulfilment of that part of them which 
related to the conquest of Babylon, must have ap- 
peared to him very remarkable ; they seem to 
have t filled his mind with reverence for the God 

V* L 

V 

of tlie Hebrews $ and a part being so correctly ac- 
complished, the remainder of the prophecies, which 
£poke of the return of the Jews to their own coun- 
try , with the permission and under the protection of 
Cyrus, he considered as a command which he was 
bound to obey. It is probable, ateo, that so wise a 

c 

king v as Cyrus would reflect, bow much better it 
was for the kingdom, that a*fine‘country, like Pales- 
tine, should be filled with an itodustrious and thriv- 
ing population, who might, without injury to them- 
selves, j»ay handsome taxes into his treasury, tfcm 
to have it deserted, and given up to wild beasts and 
wandering barbarians.. Cypus r accordingly wrote the 
(Rowing proclamation, which, he sent throughout 
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virrtcaR wr?1®rfrr$ csv sf^^c*T* 

*?K ^TW ttf%W1 Tt*J <aiK^ CTT5f *;* srfaf 
$#t*??r ftrc ’ssftrcfsc *li?i srftT^d srrftrrsr 
fos f*s»nr snr ^ar *rc*f 4$ 

*«.?nr s$*r $ mft tt*j *r*«T 
are^ra: arff*rc =r?r?T3Fs«i ft 3 -?* <$ >rsrs stftswi 
st*j 1ft«T*«i?:*r arafKt'r faw 
*rf® am c^tstst a« •$$«■ asfapfst 
f=r^5? <7 tr^ 5 ♦rjru’rc?? *rc* Utztj aiwrsft 
c^ar Ti an $ffcrr m? warsnre ^tft <m*j? carta* 
^rvt ^3c»f ftr’sf fTO.cwfttm ¥?* 

Tran wt^rar Tartar ** arjfw -sTfsi- 

fst 5 ® fitfftcanr t cm - trarmar tftanrap or warf*r- 
$rvr ttti ^ t «{% «tTwtf*ni wr* *f?r*rt *tfc* 
caw i wry «np«H cjr’«mf5?i f% an *nrr ft <*t 
waft ftfrrt ?? *arj fts « wffinrrfft 

crt T Tftft st$*J «rtf® arts Ttrrcft ittc* * 
wt*r st *?* ^Tfti sn *$c*t 4 cTPfci fft$ 
Wt^E (*It® ftffti T'SSlTft %TT?1 ftfiTjar *nsf* 
ViTfft araf Tff^S WTWfttW? ftCS? ¥Wt*rr«8f^ *c$ 
*« **» ?t«5p^‘ c*W ?Twmtir ftfjrftjfa arc* 
f?n. i?r» aft?* xtn watftj 4 jt?s int«w 
*ft*t TTftCJR | WS*!* foft TW*[5ft«t »ftttt?1 
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all his kingdom, causing a herald to proclaim H 
in the different cities — (Ezra i. 2.) “Thus saith 
Cyrus, king of Persia: the Lord God 'of heaven 

r 

Lath given me all the kingdoms of the earth j and 
he hath charged me to build him a house at Je- 
rusalem, which is iu Judah. (3.) Who is there 

among you of all this people ? His God be with 
c 

him, t and let him go up to Jerusalem, which bin 

Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of 

Israel, (He is the God !) which is in Jerusalem, (4 ) 

And whosoever remaineth in any place where he 

jsojourneth, let the men of his place help him with 

silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 

♦beasts, besides the free-will offering for the house 

♦ 

of Gdtf, Which is in Jerusalem.” 

This proclamation gave 'great joy to the Jews. 

* 

Ten of the principal elders of Judah and Benjamin, 
With the priests and Levites, (assistants in sacred 
offices,) and many of the people, began to make 
preparations for their return. Zerubbabel, grandson 
of ku}£ Jehoiacliiu and p/ince of the Jews, was 
their, leader, and Jeshua was high-priest. Cyrus 
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wr*ra TtciFj? >*s*r <TO«ii ^fjvs 

'sjtwT lm*ra sun “to* cart? - f?s* arm •** 
tobi faro* mfatf* mzwj mTOPt 
^spqto to towT sifeTO tamnsa mar 

*N 

arm? fanrtraa asrc?ti> 'sTTO waTttf af 5 ?. 

<* 

?W* t&TO TOt^S mat? *tfa ^H®I3 ffatW* 
C^tatCW? aC5fl ^TTO TIT) W CTO? TO5 
TOt«n ?wr? TO^rcmra arwlir^ f?J- 

K K 

TOrca f$m carnca fmatminr *&s <'f?ta , Srnr?r 

<k * 

45p 'swatmt taifr*i to«i f%w*rt*;:a? 

?w«imf? irt? *i3 mnga 'sri-aa TOfma? 

ca wf-ra? cmaF camw cafram? <?f* 

% 

cTO* mTO w«T c?tm 'Q mrR magi 4 * a Ff- 
mcrft lam TO^mw*' to f??mmar$ 

afanr fasfw? «t«tf*£3> gaj a ta 3 <pysp \ *‘ 
ar®a<r <$i*r cma*j* ^3?tc'5 
mTO ^TsTO .mn -« faajtfaa^ f^cm- 
$1? tpr sra tjrra ajfs* ^STs 5tf? *Ta^ <a c*rf? 
cmW a^a aw-nfam* ?t«i mro* cto afcrs 
marf f*f??i mtns astTTOTsra 
saHrre atcmr TO fkTOtfara ?rtTO <*fra 
arjpaitmt ata m TO^TO tt* mai aaca mfa* 
TO mruacw TO ctraTfaTO 

a^caa <W\ anro ata car -w fafatmfTOfa 
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appointed Zernbbabel to be governor also of J udea. 
He was called, by the Persians, Sheshbazzar. This 
was probably the Persian title for goverifor, Cyrus 

gave him alt the vessels which Nebuchadnczfcartiad 

k> * 

taken from the temple at Jerusalem, and offered to 

$ 

pay, out of the royal treasury, whatever might be 
required for the building of the new temple. It t» 

f 

evident that the conversation of Daniel and the 

prophecies in the Hebrew books, had made a deep 

impression upon the mind of Cyrus, or he would 
• * 

never have given so much for building a temple at 
Jerusalem; since the Magians, to which sect the 
Persians then belonged, did not allow of the build- 
'ing of temples, but only of small*chape)s for con- 

% v tr 

taining the sacred emblematic fire. 

4 

The Hebrews, both Jews and Israelites, who 

* 

wished to return to their country, soon assembled 
together for that purpose ; but many who bad be- 
come rich, and had houses in pleasant situations"^!! 
Babylonia and Assyria, preferred to stay behind. 
Daniel too remained, for :ke was now nearly ninety 
y&ars of age, and could, it Was probable, effect more 
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stm* srfw* *T**T 

f^<r csmi ^tirfir «m?t ^ sra'airacsn?. 
c*p^Tt^rt3§ Jmn hts ?T?Tf^«r 'sr^t^ c*T K !WJr 
wnri? 4 stTf^cr i wt? j-\m irerst^* 

st*p; tw^mv n«o inr?r^ ^taf%r?r?: <r 
^ rmf* x$<\ *f<r?i ^tr> 

<k. s 

'Q ltt*R 4*«\ •rs^ •srf’inr ftirktitf 

5r^5 zjq f%ft 'srt^ ?t^c^T^ 

^1 « fjfC^5 tt%3Tl ^feeRl .<5J347 TfTf^4«T- 
^rfa? »ffss75 wn?rm 3 p?tf 5 ^a? ^stf^ tt^fj 

♦frt ?F?tn5 ^?rt^? r 5T-5J hw --r^^cn 

^ • 

ws^tir jq fa*s? toti f^^r-rtn- 

«K • 

or? ^srirtn? ^fi&fatttf ors c%n arc* 

ipfirrs* m czzx^ ?f% 

■Silt'S 4* mfs? H3R?[3t feg- 

ciFtir cf3*r^ni ?5*1 *<rl?r ■farc^sr 

'srrns: ^t^tin c*z * t *n «flf <$* <rrf4i<rtsr 

wf% ’fjw ^tir frrfs Tnm ^c? i 

wsl nt?r ?no ^ $^s? jts cjjj 

c*rt* tntrt fgsf??i *itc*s fs»r <stwt ^ 

^ttsr **sflw i ,f*$ fa?«sR ssrt* <w tt*. 

stfintt <arst*i ■arwfirrt m*r?r $fcsrt§* 

f ajffi *f?ns | wt? 

*iTf*>4*r sfinr at? * ftfsr* 
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good for his countrymen, continuing with king Cyrus 
than anywhere else* Nor could the king easily spare 
so useful and prudent a minister, the lo»s of whom 
would have occasioned him much perplexity. Those 
who remained behind made, however, large con- 
tributions, towards the building of the temple# 

The Hebrews, collected together, with their 
wives and little children, their camels, horses, 
and other cattle, which were loaded with their 
goods, they formed a caravan, or body of persons 
travelling in company, and thus proceeded slowly 
over the desert towards Jerusalem. When they 
reached that city, it Was precisely seventy years 
cince Daniel and his companions had been carried 
into captivity. Nearly fifty thousand persons thus 

c 

returned to their owu land.' They laid the founda- 
tion of the new temple amid the shoutings of the 
younger part of the company ; while some of the 
old men wept when they remembered the glory of " 
the first, temple, and thought how impossible it was 
for them, in their circumstances, to build another 
which would be equally sumptuous and beautiful. 
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m* ftmr c«u?r sn <r?rsp 'srtfsr f faracfc 
«T** ^tsTr? ^T*ft?nnr srfsrjp fnssrre 
cs »rtf?r^Ci f^T *f?rc*re 5 snrsrt*'artc^: 
&pi ?t¥i nrarTfarc* *rf%- 

n$ 4 fsft^ snaf^ srfats fare 
^afare & nn fas nntui 4fa«rc»re 
?faa stnrai a PK*r « sfanr fas? zz 

zu <ef?n i 

ai?r cxfpn ? ^ ^ cnrifa a ?t?f ' s 

?«ji 1% »n?*r fassr ^ ?«\$pr ^f?nri s^at? nrsKft 
*r»i « *wtz ??a m fan ?f;tt?i at ^ m 
sfare 4?<a sfart <fwi fan ?t?m -srrre 
nffa* ?a SCI) a^tat *f??l ^TSFsfa a? fan far?- 
amtsrre «Tt?v *f*rc apf?»i 4 ?rcare Ttfa4»r 
wtfar? sfaretre faerTstwr ^tnrtnfsr tW 
z**n r *re at^ asm s*fjsR.f?^fa 

car* semi? aJWrrfi ffafarm catto ^re*at? 
afar?? cm) *mtre 'Bit?® *?<i nrra fn 
car* nsnnr ^Jta'if aafo (?Tatn«T ??? ®?«fa 
<pf?a fas C3J csft*. ^ nfwi asfai? sftrt?? 

*rf% f*mo orfasiffaa arem $a^v 
ctW bw a^ wta^tnr? wsn *t$fa? wsmwg 
fasfh *?w <Hiwsren*ciK *sT fam cm?fafaTa 
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Many years before, when Shalmaneser had car-, 
ried the Israelites captive into Assyria, he sent a 
colony of Babylonians and Assyrians into the land * 
of Israel. As these people lived in and around 
Samaria, they were called Samaritans. Their de- 
scendants were living in the country when the 
Jews returned from Bab} Ion. As soon as these 
fop nd, that the Jews had arrived at Jerusalem, and 
were 'rebuilding the temple, their jealousy was 

excited, and they contrived iu various ways to hinder 
t » 

and discourage them. Daniel probably beard of 
this; and though he was too far distant entirely to 
defeat all their artful desigus, yet he appears at 
lyast to have comforted his countrymen under their 
difficulties by communicating to them the follow- 
ing supernatural visions. 

CHAPTER XVIil. 

Daniel’s visions on the banks , of the river Tigris, 

It was, perhaps,’ on account of the difficulties and 
tr&ts of his brethren in tfie Vend of Judah, that 
DjfhteJ, (Dim : x. 12.) in the third year of It ing Cyrus, 
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kept a fast of three weeks. He was at that time with 
the king in the palace atShusban. Though about 
ninety years old, Daniel, for three weeks (fill. v, 3.) ate 

4f 

no food that was relishing and pleasant to the taste, 
and drank no wine. Nor did he anoint himself, 
though it was customary for persons in those warm 
countries to anoint their bodies with oil after bathing. 
He denied himself every luxury, and undoubtedly 
offered many prayers to God for bis people. (v,4.) 

On the 24th day of the mouth Nisan, (our April.) be 

* * 

walked out on the banks of the river Tigris, which 
was not far from the city of Shuslmn. His attendants 
seem to have followed at a distance, while Daniel 

Vas engaged in devout meditation and menial 

ti!r 

prayer, (v. 5.) As be raised bis eyes, which had pro- 

* f ' 

bably been fastened on the ground in deep thought, 
he saw a heavenly being, whose appearance was 
glorious. He was clothed in linen, with a girdle of 
fine gold, (v, 6.) His body was like the beryl, umf Itts * 
face was bright and terrible as lightning, his eyes 
were like knaps of fire, and hh arms and feet like 
ptdislied*brass. His voice was strong and powerful; 
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like the voice of a multitude* (v, 7.) Daniel wa* 
the only person who saw this vision* The men who 
were with him* or followed him, didliot see it; 
but a strange feeling of dread came over them, so 
that they quaked for fear, and fled away, leaving 
Daniel alone, (v* 8.) 

The symbolical person who stood thus before Da- 
( 

nielf is supposed to have been a vision or character- 
istic 'representation of Jesus the Son of God ; for He 
is represented by precisely similar figures in the 
Revelation of St* John. In both places the intention 
is to exhibit the Saviour of the world as highly exalted 
and powerful, and ever occupied for the benefit of 
•his people. Five hundred and thirty-three years 
afterwards. He became a man, came itito the world, 

t 

and having taught the purest religion, died on the 
cross as a sacrifice for sins, that so a way might be 
opened in which sinners could be pardoned, sancti- 
fied and reformed, and prepared for heaven. 

. • 11 « 

Daniel had before this also, seeuand conversed 
with heavenly beings j but ootg “ his strength failed,” 
hit V«rt sunk within him at this glorious and 
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terrible appearance. His countenance grew pale, and 
he fell prostrate with his face upon the ground. His 

A 

body was so much weakened, and his mind so over- 
whelmed with astonishment and awe, (v. 9.) that he 
was like a person in a deep sleep ; yet he heard the 
words of his heavenly visitor, probably in a vision- 
ary rather than a real effort of the sense of hearing* 
Be that as it may, it is stated that while he lay upon 
the earth, (v, 10.) an angel came and touched him* 

and raising hjm upon his knees, and the palms of his 

* * 

hands, said to him, (v. U.) “ ODaniel, a man greatly 

beloved,understand the words that I speak unto thee, 

and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent.” 

* « 

Danielthen arose, and stood trembling* (v. 12.) The 

angel desired him not to fear,forthat from the firstday 

i 

that he had begun to fast and humble himself before 
God, and endeavour to understand his will, God had 
heard his prayers. At that time, which was tweutj'-one 
days before,God had cotnmanded this angel to come 
and inform Daniel of great events that would hap- 
pen i)| future times. But he h&d been employed, dur- 
ing the three weeks of Daniel’s fast, in attempting to 
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defeat flip wicked designs of the prince of the king- 
dom of Persia. This prince is supposed to have been 

Cambyses, the son qf Cyrus, who had perhaps been 

« 

persuaded by the enemies of the Jews to use his in* 
fluence to injure them. (v. 13.) Michael, one of the 
chief angels, thought, however, by some to have been 
the Son of God, at length came to protect the Jews 
‘against their enemies at the Persian court ;( v. 14.) 
while the other angel was sent on to Daniel to in- 
form him of what would happen to the Jews and 
other nations in days to come. 

This angel, who now talked with Daniel, was pro- 
bably a created being, and not the glorious person 
first seen by him ; but he,ijot knowing this, was still 

mr- * 

so much agitated and alarmed, that he had no strength 
to speak. God had sent{v. 1*8.) this angel, “ in appear- 
ance like a man, to encourage him.” When therefore, 

Daniel saw one who seemed to be a man like himself, 

« 

and heard him say, (v. 19.) ‘‘Oman, greatly beloved? 
fear not: peace be unto thee, be stron‘g,yea,be strong,” 
his strength and courage tetarned,and he t said,“ Let 
my lord speak j for thou hast strengthened me.” 
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The angel then went on to tell Daniel of what 
would take place in the world from that time to the 
end of all things. said, that (ch. xi. 2,) after 

f 

Cyrils, there would he three kings of Persia/* These 

were Cambyses, Smerdis the Magian, and Darina 

Hystaspes. (v. 2.) u After them would come another 

king, who would be very rich and powerful, and 

would go wither large army against the Grecians." 

Xerxes, the son of Darius Hystaspes, was more 

wealthy than any of the former kings of Persia. He 
* * 

collected an ^rmy of five millions of men, and march- 
ed into Greece, But t,he Greeks destroyed his army, 
and he returned to Persia with but very few followers. 
‘After this there were many jvars between the Greeks 

and Persians, till at last Alexander, king of Mace- 

« 1 

don, subdued the Persian empire. The angel prophe- 
sied of him as a mighty king, who “ would rule 
with great^Jofuinton, and do according to his will 5 
(v, 4.) but00$ bis kiugdom should soon be broken anoT 
dividec^pM not given to his descendants, but to 

others/* This also happened as was said. For 

* 

Alexander, who was a brave warrior* died young, 
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after having conquered the whole of the civilised 

world, and his dominions were divided and shared 

among four of his generals. 

The angel then went on to predict many wars 

that would take place between the kings of the 

north and of the south* This prophecy is supposed 

to refer to the long and bloody wars between the 
* 

kings of Egyp^t and Syria, and to the cruel treat- 
ment of the Jews by Antiochus, king of Syria. The 
rest of the prophecy is more difficult to understand $ 
but it probably related to the Romans, who subdu- 
ed the Greek empire, and became masters of the 
whole world, about sixty-three years before the 
‘birth of Christ. Seventy years hfter the birth of 
Christ, *the Romans, it was said, would invade Judea, 
the temple of the Jews would be burned, and * 
their city laid waste, and they themselves Expelled 

from their own land and scattered among all nu» 

% 

tions; all which was most punctually accontplisbelC" 
as undoubted history plainly shows; 

Some other remarkable events were predicted, 
would take place before the end of all things. 
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At length the earth would grow old, and the time 

would draw near when it must be destroyed. " Then,” 

said the angel, (Dan. xii. 2.) “many of them that 

sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 

everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the 

brightness of the firmament; and they that turn 

many* to righteousness, as the stars forever and ever. 

But tnou O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 

book, even to the time of the end : (when) many shall 

run to and fro^ and knowledge shall be increased.” 

These last solemn words of the angel finished the 

prophecy. They refer to the end of this world, when 

the dead will be raised, and the Lord J esus Christ shall 

*• 

come in the clouds of heaven, with all his holy angels, 
to judge them. (Matt. xxiv. 30.) T^iosc who have loved 
and obeyed him here on earth, and repented of their 
sins, will then be “caught up to heaven, ” to dwell there 
with God and with Jesus Christ, and with “ ah in- 
numerable company of angels, and ofthc spirits of just 
men made perfect.” (lThes«iv.j 6 , 17 ;Heb. xii. 20-23.) 
All the good men who have lived, or who will yet live, 
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from the days of Adam to the end of the world, will he 
there. “They will be continually before the throne 
of God, and serve him day and night in.his temple. 
(Rev. xiii. 25.) They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more : (xv. 16.) nor shall there be any more 
sickness, or sorrow, or pain, or death (xxi. 4.), and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” (xvii. 
1^,) because they will no more sin against God, but 
will he perfectly holy and obedient to his commands. 
In that happy state “ there will be no need of the sun, 
neither of the tiioon to shine in it, for the glory of God 
will lighten it, and the Lamb, u e. the Lord Jesus 
Christ, be the light thereof.” (Rev, xxi. 23.) “The 
-riveroflife flows through the city, and the treeof life 
grows on its banks.” (xxii. 1.) The inhabitants of that 
happy abode, as they surround *the throne of God, 
will worship him in songs of praise, such as these : 
“ Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, 
"and unto the Lamb ! Blessing, and glory, and 
dom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and 
might be unto our God fox and ever ! Amen.” 
(t. e. so«be it !) vii. 9-12. 
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c»rt* *g°v gteg gfgtgi gvcg c*% 
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*v 

fg£r ^urMg OTt1%*gg* , t ^ 5^r” grtg “gjsns 
*c*ig agY eg fgsi gtg; j?g<\ ^"ftg egtfn? 
alg*?*? ggrgjfg c’jfa 'a ^ ”. ®rrg ««sr5 
^■an^tegg fStgtfgFi gf eg- g^egg fg« s ^gg eg^-g 
*rsf* g^tgata g$gi erfc^? €tg;tg 
ggg ’“ fg^Ttgcgt^fg^ grrategg Ihfcgg 
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artcag J> <si«ft«. ssmr | 




318 

The angel told Daniel, in conclusion, that when he 
'had written these prophecies, he mu$t seal up the 
book, and preserve it carefully, because it would be a 
long time before most of the predictions woul5 be 
fulfilled. (Dan. xii. 4.) Books, then, were not print- 
ed and bound in leather, as they now are. The 
arts of printing and binding books, and of making 
sqch paper as we now use, were not known till many 
centuries afterwards. Books, at that time, were 
written with a pen upon long pieces of cloth, or 
parchment,, or *on paper made of the reed papyrus, 
which grew upon the banks of the river Nile in 
Egypt. These were rolled up tight, and often sealed 
v» ith wax upon the outer edge, so that the book could 
not be unrolled without breaking the seal. The 
command of the angel, that the book should be seal- 
ed up, signified that the prophecies were obscure, 
and could not be understood until many of them 
"were fulfilled. When the angel said that “many* 

i * 

would run to and fro, and knowledge* would be in* 
creased,” (xii. 4), it was implied that in the latter 
days of the world, many persons would study the pro- 
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phecies with attention, and compare them with 
♦authentic history, and so learn mpch of their 
meaning; and that great pains would betaken also 
to communicate this knowledge to others* t'his 
prophecy too, is beginning to be fulfilled. For 
the writings of the prophets, as well as the other 
parts of the Bible, have been lately much studied and 
explayi&d, and many persons are going to different 
parts of the earth, to spread the knowledge of the 
one true God and of the holy Scriptures. 

Uninformed %s to the precise time when all these 
events should be accomplished, and desirous of 
ascertaining it, Daniel asked for an explanation ; 

hut the angel in reply said to him, (xni. 8,9) “ Go thy 

* 

way. Dank i ; for the words are closed up and sealed 
tilt the time of the end. Many shall be purified 
and made whole and tried, but the wicked shall 
do wickedly : and fone of the wicked shall under- 
i,tand, but the wise shall understand for a~ 
pure heart is necessary to a right understanding of 
the things of God: such qpty, will God teach his 
ways. 
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It is supposed that Daniel died soon after this, 
*in the city of Shushan, being probably more than 
ninety years of age. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Character of DanieL 

When the angel Gabriel came to Daniel, as he 
fasted and prayed on the banks of the river Tigris, 
he addressed him as “ a man greatly beloved of God/' 
(x. 19.) Now to be a friend, of God is the highest 

# 4 

honour to which a human being can attain. 

* 

Jt may therefore be useful and instructive to the 
youthful reader, if we now retrace the character of 
Daniel, and learn what those qualitfes were which se- 
cured him the favour of the Lord of heaven and earth. 

c 

1. He was distinguished for his temperance . At the 
time he was carried away to Babylon, he h sup- 
posed to have been about eighteen years old. This 

* t 
is a period of life when the passions and appetites* 

of young tnen are apt to be strong, ‘and are often 

ungovernable. Young person^, too, are frequently 

inconsiderate and careless about their future re- 
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• * 
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putation and station in society. They are rather prone 
•to prefer present pleasure and enjoyjpent to what 
will tend to promote their after welfare.* They have 

i 

& 

often little self-denial, and think it hard to give up 

even the smaller immediate indulgences for the sake 

of future usefulness. If they can be sensibly happy 

now, they seldom calculate how much they may really 

lessen tlbeir future influence and respectability. 

But it was otherwise with the wise and under 

standingDaniel. He felt that he was not made merely 
# « 

for selfish {incf sensual enjoyment; and he knew, 
though he was yet young, that, even if this were his 
object, the true way to enjoy the most of worldly 
good, is to be, in early life, moderate and temperate 
in the use &nd pursuit of it. He reflected, moreover, 
that he should soon arrive at fnan&ood, and that theiy 
he would need a vigorous body and a well-furnished 
mind, to perform the various duties of any station he 

inightbe called to fill. He therefore wisely and re* 

* * 

solutely resolved to abstain from the king’s dainties. 
Thus he learned to govern ,his appetite* in his 
youth, and was u temperate in all things/' 
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2ndly. Daniel was decided m his character and firm 

°to liis purpose. There are some ^persons who, 

though wishing to do their duty, are yet unstable 

« 

and inconstant. They determine perhaps upon a 

course of conduct which their consciences tell them 

is right; but the cost is not previously counted — the 

difficulties they may meet with, are not thought of 
c 

-r-the object at present in view is painted in the most 

glowlngcoiours, and the mind is earnestly bent open 

its attainment ; but by tomorrow it lias lost a part 

of its attractions ; some new project then engages 

their attention, and diverts them by its novelty. The 

design of yesterday is buried among the shadows of 

flie past, and another plan has Succeeded, which 

will soop„ 'in all likelihood, give place to new ones. 

« 

Such persons cannot be depended upon. Like 

Reuben, they are <c unstable as water, ahd will 

never excel.*' But such was not Daniel. Strong 

‘determination was the character of his mind. One 
'* * « 

great object was before him, to which all others 
were subordinate; to that, hjs thoughts were ever 
directed, to effect that vf as his daily endeavour. 
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This great object was to please God, and to be 
'useful in the world. 

3rdly. Daniel was humble* The prayer tfhat’he offer- 

r 

cd foi the return of his people, expressed the deepest 

humility before God. The account of his life which 

is given in the Bible was composed by himself. 

It is written with the utmost simplicity and modesty. 

I fr relates his pkill in interpreting dreams, and, 
« « 

his refusal to sin against God, even when threatened 

with irnmediatedeath. It rotates liis intercourse with 
1 », 

angels, whon heaven was opened to him as to <c a man 
beloved of God.” Yet in all this he seems to forget 
himself as much as if he had been describing what 
happened to another person. He employs no effort 
whatever f o set himself off, but relates facts simply 

t 

as they occurred and attributes all his acquirements 

and successes to the gifts and grace of God alone. 

4 4th!y. Daniel was kind and affectionate in his dis - 
« 1 
position . In early youth, as we have seen, he was an 

object of affection to Asbphenaz, the governor of the 

young Hebrews. He was £nbtequently a favourite 

with the kings both of Babylon and Persia, and 
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appears to have been much beloved also by his own 
.people. In short, he was universally esteemed and re- 
garded. He showed his amiable temper and kindly 
disposition, in not forgetting his friends when he was 
in prosperity. No sooner had he himself gained the 
favour of Nebuchadnezzar, than he spoke to him of 
Shadrach, Meshacli and Abcdm go, and requested 
thatt]ie*y also might be advanced to stationsof honour. 

* r 

Whbfi God revealed tohim the ineaningof Nebucluuh* 

nezzar’s dream, he was so distrest at the afflictions 

« 

coming'upon Ms king, that he remained for an hour 
agonized and speechless; till the king himself, pitying 
bis di$tress,endeavoured to comfort him, and exhort- 
ed him to deliver his message without fear. Then, 
with a warm expression of k ind ness and regard for the 
king, he said : “ My lord, the dream be to them that 
hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine 
enemies !**(iv. 19.) When, at a later period^king Darius 
found that, by a hasty and unjust decree, he had expos* 
ed Daniel to death, " he laboured till the going down 
of thesun ^.deliver him; tv aqd finding his endeavours 
unavailing, he went homeland passed the night fasting 
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and in sorrow. Doubtless this ki ng's conscience accus- 
ed him of having rashly caused thedeath <^f an innocent 

man; and he k new too, that his own interest*' would suf- 
« 

ferhy tlielossof so valuable a counsellor; yetthiscfoes 
not appear to beall. He, like all the others was clearly 
mud» attached personally toDaniel; which would not 
have been the case if the prophet had not been both 
amiable and affectionate . 

* * i 

5tliiy. Daniel tvas wise. In proof of which, \yhen th$. 
king examined him with his three friends, he found 
(i. 19.) that “in ku matte) s of wisdom and understands 

i * 

iug, they were ten times better than all the magicians 
and astrologers that were in all his realm/ 5 Daniel’s 
wisdom has even become a proverb throughout the 
east. No\y Some men, who have a great deal of know* 
ledge, are yet very useless, because they want judge- 
ment to employ it well. But Daniel had a discreet 
mind, and knew how to apply his knowledges the 

Best ad vantage. Still judgementaml knowledge alone 
« * 

donot make a man wise. Napoleon knew a great deal, 
had a clear judgement and a powerful mind; yet 
Napoleon was not a wise man, because be did not seek 
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^f?t*ra art? wfataas ?t?i f%f^r lacinfs ajf^ra? 
af> ^fandz^a *rt*rrg* afisaTrf srrsarsr^ 

ajftfa? ar§"raai ®rwTf?n ffarrc^a 
trtabstiara vfifl>aa a;a a? a<rsf» fsfa artfa- 
*«lC«T?r Sf% ar1%4n CSpnjJ^t f^£5R J)aa C^Tt^T 
trfa?af* '3 csacatsfjai 4?-\ a^a- 

<*s. 

*t?«ta ai wz* irt^T? *«a<\ 'art? >„ cwtca?? 

^«>Sf% cscata? wa*fj ?;*-5 an 4 fajpa | 
e.sspazs atfa^sa^srraata f st*ra txt?r$ fox* 
$at«r fataaai <jt?i i $$m~$ cit-^r ami aa-»ra- 

4 ^ % 

aa§a sitsfa st^a^ram^ta •sa'N awaa $«j- 
s^ai ^tfastre waartci.sRrai attn^r 
wtav. cantf^rryi -3 brossto^trs '9 vra* ssrsa 
vt*pi arrfaz^ra” Tjwt'N atfa^er srfaaca saaaf% 
o r Sparta stir asiab a^rsars Sfaw ®tc^ j 
«rra wcaa zjfwra or taarrsita ^aica ^tcaa 
fata* ai^tar^fa'^arpT tj fo% atfa^’ as'fac’UT- 
ntsfa.afaaifesra atmrfaa fatafosl ctai 
aprt ajaata * faai f%fa ca c*ta %aa *aw ^st- 

a*f, W*ra | 'art? casta v ajfw af% 4a° s Tgtafassi 
$ , sta?' rrfaa^t'3 ^a?ai a#a v 'srwtfa?;sais*f^- 
f*T5 ^a caaa^tcSTDasa atts $tf»n* *£ta Cf cf? ca 
maft<wt^f$i2c3*!% rfata z wwttji 4a*v st#- 
f%tfj ^rts c*ra %ioama wfesta mata m a* 
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to promote only (be best and wisest object 4 *. He la. 
poured to gratify hi® own ambitious depres, regard- 
less of the welfare of other®. But Daniel sought 
to promote the glory of God, and the good of^ his 
fellow-men. And it was for this good u^eofhis know, 
ledge and judgement* that he was called wise. No 
person is wise who does not employ his knowledge 
and tajtents as Daniel did. None but the good are truly 
wise*;' for, as the Scripture declares, “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 0 

6rhly.' DaniSt was a patriotic r concerned for the 
good of his countrymen. The celebrated William 
Tell of Switzerland, John Hampden of England, 

and George Washington of America, were eminent 

< 

pattiot*. Such too was Daniel before them. He 

¥ «*•»* 

had beeu designed by God to be the protector and 
friend of the Jews, and to aid them in returning 
from their sorrowful captivity, to their native land. 

* 4 

Now, that his whole soul was disinterestedly engaged 

« * 

in this good work — that he was influenced by no 
selfish motive in zealously devoting himself to the 
interests of the Jews his countrymen, may be shewn 
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wtf * atg;? al 3Pt<r«i f$fa ?t strata 

X$“?i n?asy:*ne.*f'iiica wcs%i f?p?ei 'srt* 

nary a’Tsarspaa 'S aia?tmamrm«i atyrcsrtsft 

fe*ra f^i Ttfa<fl*r afa C5p<r^ ^fnr? *sa**fa 

*»> -•«. 

*sj?°s nya^cajy wirt? ?j?3;t?r as{y- 

csz snr^y 1%fa fyy^y c<Pta ^sa <p?f <pya c? ry<? 

ft ajmta *r*tn asftrrea at^i sun atactic aaa 

fc?t? Tjarrla cat? 3F?i at? cat^app ^fwsa? ?«,- 

apsfttfy cm* ajfstw art? c^f aista* a§ta) 
*» • ’• 

4? HTr&re c?aa cm-tf ?«tl “ vw&ntjr* c? arta? 

*yt c? wrta? aarK* ?n> ” | 

K I « 

<b- ?t>T8 Tifa^«T afa army mwfo cm* *tt- 
*rca*prr*T*r ars?<gsyyf$c3Ta i 
aTa<p 4X°\ ?°\*r«l? a;ttgry ata ^a<\ arrafy*t? 
'ayTffSTjJr aTsrvit c? i%y wz faf%?i>cm*army*, 
acsr-ftycyy afinnrc*f wr*rr*T|Et fcformssfTtft- 
4 *t aia ^ ajjna ro-rfV? ^Wf^ftrsrc 

cacf^;* t'izjj imcatca fsfa army 

acynl? t'aMfmy? $fa*rm* ^t?i 

^t?nt fC’H’f f*f??1 ?t'3CH'3 *f?a $*f*T§l 

\fzzz ^aa ft?ca? *jyfftwr?r«! *?i fr?tf^T arty 
fSrst^ fafa *t?aryT attanca ayfastt? ama aay 
c?%i «rt$c*ra vptfc* fsfa **ra c^ta w«^ ti 
«rt^Tt«ff s;a c*r*T %KWf fir fare* atauaTsi) 
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by indubitable proofs. He had evidently nothing to 

•hope for from his conn trymen. They weyeat that time 

poor and miserable captives in a strange land; they 

had neither wealth nor offices to bestow upon him* if 

he had needed any. He was not called upon to defend 

them with the sword, as David was ; but simply to be 

their advocate with the kings who held them in 

Cfiptivity, and to intercede for them with constancy 

and leVvour at the throne of divine mercy. *So tha% 

as there was no inducement either of gain or renown 

to himself, 4 hi t s*excrtions can hav$ proceeded only 
* 1 

from a pure, disinterested and generous patriotism. 

7thly. Daniel was steadfastly pious towards God. 
Like David, he began to serve God \n his youth. He 
grew r up niftier the influence of king Josiah’s good 
example, and it is not unliRely, too, enjoyed the 
benefit of that prince’s excellent instructions* It is 
probable also, that be was personally acquainted 

* t 

rfhd conversant with the prophet Jeremiah, who had 

« <■ 

begun to prophesy only a few years before Daniel 

was born. It was then the graqous iufluenQe of the 

« 

Spirit of God, acting in connexion with these means, 




33? 



ctirc ^T?r ?prr«i i f^f? 

^WK*f C^JpT ^f^TSTRCTS RR*r2t7T*ff 43»\7v5^. 
fif-TS 1%s* 3^47 %5;TR?r ^tR ^7777 Tttf- 
1 37 ?? fe tt^jffl xtc* ♦trfire ? m? 3T7t3 C*T7 
ttRl^R Cffe'S ('T'SR C<PR 

«jf«^i?r 31 777 TstsTre tt%R 7 a -5 4~s 
f?7i -"r^aa ^n^a ’Tnr«ft?R?' ?^i *f?re 

•v ^ 

tstti a? c^7?r %?:t?i a jr$ij arr 

J^E«T €t^T7 47 °s ^sfR?* ^TTR 37*T7ft- 

*fJ07* Stf$taf7 'S asrj^7t*f $^TRT 3TT*[3>47 '3 
srafsrsttfai <pji 4 7T3 37377 tCRtrsrata 79f 
®^547 37*1777 *fre 77 7tf% tttv 
mfr* f77? tct*n:« 77377 c*ta srt*ft7 \u fk*t 

71 tXTTS ff? C7t3 7:? f%fa C77W 7C7*ftoC77 
aSfcfTtf 7T7R? «?3T732 CFTMf^S 4 STfgf J 

7 $732 Ttfr4®r fa7S7 3?*7fa*f fift*rci 
^77Kf%f4 77%!*7ajT? TtwmtTf^f^Wl 
wa? 3371 5 5rrf*mfe*R 7731 ® cotT- 

777 ^fa 7J73T? 73 *tf%T*R7 7<MWI R 41175 43°\ 
t% mfl ^7377 ^TR 3W 1^77* (TTTRV Tf^R’? 1 
< 777377^5 f%fa %7i7t77 $r*T srff 7 3!37ri %$rr 
wt7 «i7*rat7’^ff7tmrra^$;5F ca ^Tfa^ f7?atTI 
77377 "3 7R f%f* fsf3J «rfm«7 *f7R5a 4 J?SR 
«re47 43 “ < §*mr RtRf ncwfa^ tpn# 
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that led lnm to consecrate the freshness of his youth 
.to the service of his Maker. Being related to the 
royal family, he was exposed to all the /emptations 

C 

of a court. The sons of Josiah, who were probably 
his companion*, yielding to these, instead of walking 
in the steps of their father, became very wicked. 
But Daniel resisted all these temptations, and his 
piety jsetnis to have acquired great vigour even 
befoVe he was carried away from his own country;. 
Then, in Babylon, he was surrounded by gross 

4 

idolater^. Wherever he went, he saw heathen 
( * *< 

temples and processions, and witnessed only heathen 

practices. It is difficult, amid such scenes, to realize 

the presence of God and the truths of religion. Yet 

* 

amidst all these difficulties and dangers Daniel, by 
attending to the means which 6od has appointed 
to that end, still maintained an elevated and con- 
sistent piety. Those means are, careful study of the 

holy Scriptures, religious meditation, and frequent 

« << 

prayer. Daniel loved these duties 5 he loved God j 

and this love to God was the source of all his other 

« 

virtues, and of his great firmness of character in 
particular. 
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fsf3r *r*nnrc<r3r ^*mr- 

strs v^l7^ Mio'’f?t?‘) ^tri «rnt 

1%ft ?TW^«\5"r - P5T ^-547 ?t^JT5{^rrTrj Tff^u 
*n^ft*T ^'S?tT5 5JTfC*Tt^C*f ? HtSttflv 

fFe^JT^ST! W J3 f^TS m *(<F?T 

c?rrjfT?n Trrr? <$9?fa'3 sf^srs ^ffcst 
*1t?ri ^rtfc’tti?' %ft*r TtfiM^T 
optrsir'rrw ^ c?r <r?m m^mtrg-qp ^t^t?r 
5(1 4*°\ stsprr^ ■Jj^nrsm 

clrrs -v&w «*r°\ ^?n $1$t?rei 

art? c^r-tf cptr^r *t? f%fsr ^n? £^»to*- 

*rw *tf%ffR C5F3HT c^^'Q. ffwtcwc’t 

' *v • m 

sjffite Jrtaftfi? ret^sFsrra «$3r<\ cif*wf*if?T* otfir- 
05 ottfcSR <515^ «$ $*i ®(5(€^ W^ITTK^ 

3i$1 v5t?j <*rf* flirt's tOwm f^rfFS **,<\ 
^sr?13rib <?rc*T *rwfc3i *zj * wfe^?r ufr 
Ttfif^n srwiirt^ <$ 5*r dferi 'S 

+r$iv$z?T ft?fsr$ %ntu ’TTTtraK'® 
fFs^r® *r?5mf«* x^?n ^•tpi 
•(i Tt^j gt^tf? crib's mfHtanwr 

« *raffrsi^rtf* 3 fti ^s?rv fTtf^sr 4 y[^m 

*nfbs inn «r\it 1 *nrre wm^srar -?fxr 

c*r <5Kk$ f^?re?ift*r ♦**** ?t^p «w 
«rtc?i siram 4 *°'. ^S?r i 
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In all his conduct and conversation Daniel, 
throughout his whole life, ever manifested the 
greatest devotion to and reverence fqp God, the 
firmest belief in His gracious overruling provi- 
dence, and the warmest zeal for His honour* His 
entire history is evidence of the truth of this 
assertion, and shews him to have been eminently 

a good inaii. And what more can I say of him ? 

* 4 * 

Nay* we have even the express testimony of his* 
enemies to thfc irreproactiablenessof his character — 

f 

u Then suid th<&e men, we shall not find any occasion 

4 4 

against this Daniel, except we find it against him 
concerning the law of his God,” (vi. 5 .) Assuredly 
tl^is was his greatest praise ; because, God's law, 

i 

whieflr Daniel obeyed, was opposed to the king’s 
unjust^ecree requiring theAvorShip of the golden 
image he had set up 5 but in all other respects they 
owned him to be without fault. We have also 
the testimony of his king — u Now the king spake 
and said unto Daniel, T^hy God wkorrp thou servest 
continually , he will deliver thee.” (16.) Again, we 
Lave the testimony of the* angel Gabriel — a At the 
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wt7 TTft4<?r 7t77&f77 «$f% 

f*7*r «rfinrsf7F »T5Ftf»rc^^ 47 % swnfcn 177*7 

• ^ # 

ft^issta *1771 •srti^^n f* *f7n 71 47*1 

xt7i 7f^T7 wt? €1717 

71 (TSUI'S 7t?*157 ^ 7R$f -srfSr^ 7J7^T7 

<*v 

<3 *fst7 7T*JTlt ¥T?1 ^U^C 5 * TTfRI 7T? 7JS47 
fR ^■a^tfiWTS fe«T7 7*T> tXT7 f77*? BJtfSl 

Vt7 Tifa^ t7 ^(77 cRt^ir^ VR7 ^17 ^fira j% 

*» m 

g«PT*f *rt^ $vt arc*}* 7t*1 •wtrs 
* «ST?J7S*C7-Jt “7^7 1^5J C7f7S ^**77 7J7^1 I 777 
7jf%f?rg» Tt*T7 71*1717 t77iv ®ft? 0$U 
75t7«l *rr , S?1 7tft7 71 ” sf77 t$ C7 TFStl 

tTtt7 f77t^ ^51717 fef^r$ tpIVIl 

C7t7 77 C7C7^ 77 ^ 75^77 ^7«r»7 *J^5T> 
*TW1 75717 C7 7tm®1 7?7lf%*T C7 ttC77 7] 7^1 
17771 m<\ 7|f% TTf 3CT> f<P^ *Tjf®- 

f79f 7JT7 C7T7 W tft«fl^7 f%f7 SHU C7t7 

71^ f7*fC^7lt ^71 ^7*17 75f?71 W$47 5“f7 
fwm? 7*U 4 f4f%l | ffT)? ^C«T ^SOSTR f77*?r5 
?1ft? 4 7*f 7l7FJ2£ST«t^ TTK^ 771 “(% 

C7 i£VT77 % f77J U *11771 7!7C7% 
f%f*$ ftl5l3 malt* ?f»7 7f771 f?C77 ’’ | 
St?t3 ^7 77^7 (7:^7 

faf** ^5*1 771 7%*T7 “«; TtfWT C5T*t7 
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beginning of thy supplications the commandment 

came forth, and I am come to show thee ; for thou art 

grcaflyheloved{ of God).’ 9 (ix.23.) Wehave^jfinallysthe 

testimony of God hinis&lf, the best of all witnessed, in 

this case \ who, when pronouncing sentence upon the 

land of Israel for the wickedness of the inhabitants, 

declared, — Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, 

and Job «were in it, they should deliver but their 
♦ 4 

own $ouls by their righteousness, 0 From which it is 

clear that Daniel was a man of eminent virtue evet^ 

iu the viejwof tl^e holy and omniscient God himself: 

and what*highdr praise can be given him ? 

But, if we admire the character of Daniel, and 

desire to have the sijune divine grace* protection, and 
* 

guidance which he enjoyed, we must love and obey 
God, as ©aniel loved and obeyed him. We have the 
will of God much more clearly made known t.o us, 
in the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
thau it was known even to Daniel or to any of the 
wisest men of his day ; for he' lived before Christ 
came upon earth to enlighten mankind. The gospel 
of Christ sets before us motives, and encouragements 
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ft*? *Wt?**tC»rrslP CQ fttT* *tft 

ft?? cttfts ftm? ^rft f ’tfcg? wt%- 

*0*5 ?jftp Wfc ” | ft* <4 fiprrera TOTCW %s? 

* 

arftft wire? siT^f? *f?tsr*?Pf%fs j ^ <p *th? f^r $ft« 
cw? ftrt? c?ft *rmrpP7 ^ c^r 

??? ?Tft>*i*r ?ft? srf? ?ft?i “ ?tnfW ^ ?? 

“K 

-e inf*** « c?f?l? >fl fs? 5fc? ^5r**fr**f ft si 
c?r*r crftrw ^«nftr ?rr*t?i snim:«i 
c*?*r srt*?s f T? ft?l ssfti 

?T? 3WFrt»l f?ft ftft «rr*fft ^ 

?tftii*n:* ?tf*<pim ?r??n 3tftr»r? 

ws>*i? trnr wfsras ^t? ft e£ >t f'»v3TT ; a , Ttf me? 1 
cf? ^sri ftfarrefe *rrt<Ftf«i 3ft $?p*w«i 

mc? Ttft^ST 3ft? T>ft<3 %*3 ?f??1 3tf??1 ?f?t? 
3Jt? ttftfw? ^Tns«51 'a •t’srf?^ s?t? 'Q n?^T«f 
wft srfraR wraft? ^*tj?RW mr- 

C3^?r^ 'srf??^^ ??i 4?s srtw?^ V^''3 ^t?t? 
wtwi m®R ??i <*? v 

?:£■ fsrrm* 33r®r?mR? i1%*jt**rs ft* 

f???? C? **Wt*S srft^ ?f?1 ¥T?t^ JSft- 

3?1 «r?t? 1 t? ? 1 ftM»r wt9 ***ftfft wrft c«Tt*- 

C»fWl "3 'Srft^‘5? ?C*t 4?°\ *PST5^ T55T3 

*rtf? 4 $*&? c?t?;^ *t«f- 

c*t*r*c?i^3r?T?;n ?T?i infitw t *t3?t? 
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also, to love and obey God, far above what were 
presented to them 5 and we are assured in Scripture 
that te of them, to whom much is given, much will be 

ft 

required/’ There can therefore be no excuse now, 
abundantly taught and assisted as we are in all 
respects, either for worshipping idols or for living 
in any hind of known sin ; and we are warned that 
u God hath appointed a day in which he will also 
judge' the world iu righteousness, and render to 
every man according to his deeds ; to them that 
are contention^ and do not obey the truth , but 
obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath ; 
tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man 
that doeth evil; but glory, honour, and peace, 
to every man that worketh good ; for there is no 

* 1 

respect of perso7is with God/' Such is the invariable 
rule fixed in the word of the God of truth, holiness, 
and justice. By that rule shall we all be judged ! 



YBE END. 
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WWWffi «$ataaff?- C5Tt3f 3TJK3T? TC^aM 

ssafafe farf*^ sttTfeai 4a<s arsofcip* ^ arma 
• ** 

amfoma msrrtair wea* ^*rta rj^izw act? fee 

'•'tlZ^ZS acar “ 5Tt^t?1t?tC^ ®rfa* <Tf'3?1 at? 

vrereair ^tr^r aifSr^ ?T'3?T'3 ” ans^a af- 

etai ^a^itafa ®tfaai efaal 'G cana fasrji c^^*^rsn 
f fe-£i ^tafafae wT<r c<na tta4a *zj 'st^Url 
bssta ^f?nn ^rmta *ntr$* *nf?u:a r af-nr 
“ ca Itra nfsrata ^ta«- c^tea? ^wfaata 

afaiTa *isra fea fefa f=r<rf>r^ afaatc^a ” ^a°\ 
ea? feta “ fasfe etcajat «rt4a ^ ^jft^atr? 

fetaa a^rss at^im aaj awta* 

^fir?1 cata faaa; atafa srf®Taa a;g «naa facaifSr 
“frita ^v< tttrsja faafatfa ttTftta cat^rnj* 
'G caFttaa *rra arra a fern srtfan aTaTa nfar*<aa3T 
5*4t 'G ae«n am a^Ttcaa fai ars'a^amraTfa 
cm^artrs; (feel e*ta) aTattafa tif% fafa sra;t- 
^ar *g ai|a '3 *raa , *rtfia a>ai aat^taa »aas 
feera faata ^srtaa cat a *t9f*fraGai^” ■"fTtsrtm 
f%j feata*- ajfl enan «rte^ si 
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ERRATA. 



Page 7, Hue W ,/or * ran? 4 *rf*n?1 pPt?.' 

„ — ,,*J2, for 4 rtort*/ re«tf 4 TiTSV 

„ *35, „ 4, for 4 C31,’ rec<? 4 CT * 

,, 57, ,, 7, fiom bottom, /or ‘ <aar3<Tt3,’ raicf 4 

„ 85, „ 4,fot 4 <3t9,’ root/ 1 

,, 91, ,, ‘2,jor 4 arf#?,’ ran/ ‘ aT'tfy/ 

„ 99, ,, 14, dele r which has shpt m acci- 

dentally. 

„ 110, „ 3, from bottom, /or 4 ^pf?ir1/ read 4 V/ 

„ 131, „ 4, for ‘ arrtj/ read ‘ aft;/ 

„ 1 39, „ 14, dtle "3 

* „ 149! ,, 4, rraorr 'srttFh' to hue 3 bi fore 4 'sfro^r/ 

,, 151, ,, 3; fiom bottom, bung back 4 ^«rtT<3 5 ?■, , before 
4 nnsrj/ 

,, 171, „ 1,/or ‘ 'arm?* read 4 irp?r?r. 

„ 173, „ 1,/or 4 fts TIT,’ read 4 

„ 185, „ 3 aud p. 233, 1. 1 2 ,/or ‘ SF^Ttfs,’ ran? 4 aFarete/ 

,, 193, line 7 ,/or 4 *3s,’ ?cad 4 
„ 199, „ 2, /or * ra/tf 4 *£=*/ 

,, — last line, for ‘ rm? 4 3?firr*r.’ 

,, 209, ,, 2, from bottom, for 4 read 4 37^/ 

,, 219, „ 1 1, dete 4 • 

„ 257, ,, 5, from bottom, for 4 read 4 

„ 2B7, „ 6, from bottom, /or 4 ’fpNttu/ ran? * **4lzir/ 

„ 273, „ 2, dele 4 *Tt.’ 

— „ 10, dele the first 4 3*lF?1/ 

,, 281, last line, dele 4 <3/ in 4 arttj^K/ 

„ 283, „ 10, for 4# 55f*(3;T*£ *ifrn 4 stplWt*/ rearf 

4 4 irtftJKai? * ■*nWTS. t 
„ 299, „ 11, for 4 aran^' reatf 4 *arr/ 

„ 333, », 5, fiom l)ottom,/or'^f$^,V«*<? 

f , 335, „ 2, fiom bottom, /or 4 ‘nttlcn’T/ reaoi 4 




